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NOTE. 



JAMES HILL FITTS, son of John and Abigail (Lane) Fitts, 
was born in Candia, New Hampshirei March 3, 1829. He 
was educated in the public schools of Candia, at Pembroke 
Academyi and at the Normal Institutes of Merrimack, N. H., and 
Lancaster, Mass. He taught in the public schools of New Hamp- 
shire, Maine and Massachusetts. He graduated at Bangor 
Seminary in 1858, and took further studies at Andover. He was 
ordained as an evangelist, November 2, 1859. 

For twenty-two years he was a pastor in Massachusetts — at Box- 
boro, 1858-1862; West Boylston, 1862-1870; Topsfield, 1871- 
1880; and for twenty years in his native state, not far from his 
early home, at South Newmarket, afterwards Newfields, 1880 till 
his sudden death, Nov. 22, 1900. 

The loss of the parish records of the Congregational Society at 
Candia by the burning of the dwelling house of Mr. John D. Colby, 
parish clerk, Nov. 22, 1902, leaves this address as the only source 
of much of the written history of said parish. This fact has led 
to the printing of this address in full. 

Mrs. James H. Fitts. 



CHURCH CENTENNIAL AT 

CANDIA. 



THIS occasion, said the Manchester Daily Mirror and 
American of April ii, 1871, was observed by the Con- 
gregational Church in Candia, Wednesday, April 5 th. 
Mr. Jesse Remington Fitts presided. The choir opened the ex- 
ercises with the old anthem, "Strike the Cymbal." Prayer was of- 
fered by the Rev. W. T. Herrick, followed by the hymn, 

*'See what a living stone 
The builders did refuse," 

to the tune of "Stafford," a hymn always read by Mr. Remington 
at communion. 

Rev. James H. Fitts, of West Boylston, Mass., native of the 
town and son of the church, then commenced the historical ad- 
dress. Beginning with the petition of thirty-eight settlers of 
Chester for an act of incorporation — March 22, 1763 — an account 
of the difficulty they had in attending public worship, the speaker 
gave a very interesting account of the building of the house of 
worship, which took, before it was fully completed with bell, porch, 
and weathercock, 37 years. The parsonage, also, was begun in 
1770-71, was occupied about forty years, and torn down in 1837. 
It was said to have been a continual bill of expense to the town, 
and never to have been fit to live in. In 1831, the meeting-house 
was transferred from the town to the Congregational society, and 
church and state fairly severed. 

The church was probably organized in 1771, and its member- 
ship for the first twenty years did not exceed 52 members. Since 
that time, its aggregate membership has been 670. Until 1790, 
what is known as the half-way covenant was admitted, whereby 
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persons came to the communion by virtue of a moral character, 
and their children were admitted to baptism. 

When about half through witli his discourse Mr. Fitts gave 
out a hymn which, he said, was one always read by the Rev. Dr. 
Burnham, of Pembroke, when he preached for us, the subject 
usually being the doctrine of election. It commenced, 

* 'Behold the potter and the clay." 

The first minister who preached in Candia was the Rev. Jona- 
than Searle, hired for a time in 1764. Tristram Oilman next sup- 
plied the pulpit nearly four years, but declined a settlement. The 
first settled minister was David Jewett, about May, 1771; dis- 
missed Aug. 21, 1780. From 1781 to 1789 Joseph Prince, the 
blind evangelist, supplied the pulpit. His life was a very remark- 
able one in many respects, and many interesting facts were given 
concerning him. His own father was opposed to his preaching, 
until, one day, hearing him by accident, he was so moved by his 
fervor and eloquence that he ever after acknowledged his mistake. 
In those early days, too, the jealpusy of the ecclesiastical authori- 
ties forbade his preaching without a license, so he was often in the 
constable's hands, and as he was generally sent from the bounds of 
one town to another to get rid of him, he managed to spread the 
gospd at town's expense. 

The Rev. Jesse Remington, settled Oct. 20, 1790; died March 
3, 1815. Isaac Jones, Feb. 7, 1816; dismissed May 12, 1818. 
He has since been a missionary in all the New England States, 
except Oonnecticut, and is still living in Deny, nearly ninety years 
old. Abraham Wheeler, installed in 1819, and dismissed in 1832. 
He died at Orafton, Ohio, Dec. 4, 1857, aged 78 years. Chas. P. 
Russell, ordained Dec. 25, 1833 ; dismissed May 26, 1841 ; resides 
at Washington, D. C. William Murdock, 1841-1853; W. T. 
Herrick, 1 854-1 859; £. N. Hidden, 1 859-1 865 ; Lauren Armsby, 
1865-1870. 

The speaker had by his side a Geneva Bible, printed in 161 3, 
which was the family Bible of Lieut. Abraham Fitts, also several 
printed sermons delivered on occasions of ordination or death of 
old ministers. At the close of the morning exercises the congre- 
gation and choir united in singing ^'Old Lang Syne." 
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A collation was spread in the vestry where ^^y^ viands of y* olden 
time" received ample justice. At about 3 p. m. the people once 
more assembled in the audience room and the choir sang the 
"Easter Anthem." 

Remarks were afterwards called for from Mr. F. B. Eaton, his- 
torian of the town, former pastors Rev. Messrs. Murdock, Herrick 
and Hidden, ex-Governor Smyth, John M. Prince, Esq., of Boston, 
a grandson of the Rev. Joseph Prince, very erect and vigorous in 
his old age of 82, and by ministers native of Candia, Rev. Moses 
Patten, of Carlisle, Mass. ; Rev. John D. Emerson, of Biddeford, 
Me. ; Rev. S. F. French, of Hamilton, Mass. ; Rev. Geo. French, 
of Andover, Mass., and also by clergymen from Deerfield and Ray- 
mond. 

During the afternoon the choir sang '' Invitation," '' The New 
Jerusalem Garland," and closed with ** Coronation," the congrega- 
tion joining. 

The exercises throughout were deeply interesting. Each side of 
the organ, wrought in evergreen, appeared the figures 1771, 1871. 
The singing and playing was excellently done, the collation admira- 
bly served, and all the impressions such as befitted so rare an 
occasion. 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE. 



Deut. 32:7, — '* Remember the days of old, consider the years of many 
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will 
tell thee." 

IT is a divine command that we acquaint ourselves with the his- 
tory of past generations. Especially should we study the 
memoirs of those who were our immediate ancestors. Famili- 
arity with the simple annals of the men who once filled the places 
we now possess, who traveled the same roads, occupied the same 
dwellings, and tilled the same soil, may be made interesting and 
profitable. Indeed, the principles, customs, sufferings, trials, tri- 
umphs of our fathers, teach us lessons of peculiarly deep and 
absorbing interest. To no spot of earth does the heart of 
man cling with such tenacity as to the blue hills and blossoming 
valleys where he spent his childhood and youth. Those scenes 
once familiar are never forgotten. 

One hundred years have come and gone since the first church 
was organized in the town of Candia. We are now convened to 
commemorate the centennial anniversary of the planting of Chris- 
tian ordinances in this place. From widely diverging paths and 
pursuits, we gather with one sentiment of respect, and one heart of 
love for the institutions which have blessed both the fathers and us. 
It seems quite in keeping with the intent of our gathering, that we 
recount as best we may, the more important facts of our early and 
later church history, together with other incidents of a domestic, 
social and civil character which may illustrate the life, deeds and 
manners of our ancestry. And it has fallen to my lot among others 
to-day, to make some simple historical statements respecting these 
things. 

What great changes the lapse of a century has wrought I Go 
back in thought one hundred years. Imagine a little settlement, 
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remote from nearest villages, in the midst of a dense wilderness. 
The forest was unbroken save where here and there little clearings 
of an acre or two, with narrow bridle paths winding their serpen- 
tine way among the solitary hamlets, varied the landscape. The 
sons of the forest had scarcely ceased to hunt and fish these woods 
and streams, and the smoke of the Indian wigwam occasionally 
terrified the white man's family.^ Alewives still swarmed the Lamprey 
river, and beavers still dammed the Emerson and Moose meadow 
streams. Bears infested Hall's mountain. Wolves howled on 
Tower hill. Deer roamed at pleasure over Walnut and Patten's 
hills, their delicious venison giving to Candia its early name of 
Charmingfare. ^ The murky solitudes of Quirmeasquam were made 
hideous by the dull hooting of the owl, the shrill shriek of the heron 
and the startling hiss of the water-adder. Indeed to this day, the 
elf and sprite and hobgoblin of a superstitious witch-believing age 
have scarce been driven out from this Serboinan bog. Picture to 
the mind the home of the frontiersman. His dwelling was a rude 
extemporized log hut, chinked with clay and thatched with bulrush. 
The huge fireplace and chimney were built of stone and mortar, its 
mantel-piece and lugpole and poker of oak, its andirons of granitCi 
its crane, shovel and tongs, pots and kettles, hooks and trammels 
of iron, with its back-log and back-stick and fore-stick of four-feet 
wood. At first the cabin had only a single room, to be furnished 
in time with bed, table, chairs and settle of home manufacture. 
The pioneer's axe, saw, shave, knife, hammer, hasps, hinges, nails, 
hoe, fork, shovel, scythe, plow, were made by the village black- 
smith. His firkins, kegs, tubs, pails, rundlet, piggin, noggin, 
were manufactured by the cooper. His ladle was a gourd shell, 
and he ate from a wooden trencher, bowl or platter, with 
an iron spoon. His staple provisions were pork and pottage^ 
bean porridge, barley broth and rye-and-indian bread. His 
dessert consisted of baked or boiled Indian pudding, baked 

' In 1748 the settlers petitioned the captains of Chester and the Governor 
of the Province for protection against the Indians. See History of Chester^ 
pp. 106, 107. 

• Eaton^s History 0/ Candia^ p. 8. 
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pumpkin and milk. Codfish and butter, with potatoes roasted 
in the hot embers, were a luxury to be enjoyed only on state 
occasions. Such a thing as purchasing a barrel of flour was un- 
known by the settlers of the first and second generations. And 
when competency began to crown the goodman's labors and he 
moved into the framed house whose oaken timbers his own stout 
arm had hewed, and whose clapboards he had rived, and shingles 
he had shaved, to be fastened with pins whittled by the evening's 
fire ; then the sanded floor, the brass andirons, shovel and tongs, 
and the open shelves of the dresser set off with platters, plates, 
basins and porringers of shining pewter, were the honest pride of 
himself and thrifty housewife. Clothing, which consisted of waled 
cloth and fustian for himself, and of baize, linen and cotton ging- 
ham in stripe or check for his wife or daughters, was mostly of 
domestic manufacture. Wool, flax and cotton were all carded, 
spun, woven and colored at his industrious home-hive. There 
might occasionally be seen the cocked hat, powdered wig, gold- 
headed cane, embroidered vest, gold-laced coat, silk stockings, short 
clothes and knee buckles of the gentleman. But the usual dress of 
the common people was a loose wool and tow roundabout or "long- 
short," with breeches of moosehide, buckskin or sheepskin. A 
leathern apron was always worn even to market and meeting. All 
went barefooted in summer. If the women were so fortunate as to 
possess a pair of morocco pumps, they carried them in their hands 
to prevent wear, till near to church on Sundays. In winter the 
men wore thick cowhide brogans with leggins or buskins to keep 
out the snow. Hats were first of skins, then of wool, then about 
1806, of braided poplar, and about 1823, of palm leaf. Bon- 
nets in all ages have been indescribable ; in these times from the 
abundance and amplitude, in those from the scarcity and restriction 
of material. The scattered population had no stage coach, and 
not even a post rider till about 1791 ; no postmaster till 181 7 ; no 
railroad till 1852. The gentleman's chariot with liveried footman 
was rarely met; the people generally travelled on foot or on horse- 
back with pillion and saddlebags. They went to mill and to church 
on oxcarts and sleds. The wooden and the eight day brass clocks 
were a later introduction, previous to which the only measures of 
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time were the sun dial, hour glass and notched stick. They paid 
their province and parish rates by shaving shingles, cutting hoop- 
poles, and making " shocks " of red oak hogshead staves for rum 
or molasses casks, and later by manufacturing fish barrels of pine. 
So hard was it to raise money, and so common to depend on home 
products, that to describe any article as " boughten," was to repre- 
sent it as particularly desirable. 

Thus the forefathers lived one hundred years ago. In 1763, 
thirty-eight men only, with their families, were raising money out 
of their deep poverty to support schools, and the worship of God, 
and the ordinances of the gospel. Imbued with something of the 
sturdy principles and hardy virtues of the Pilgrims, they were 
founding institutions and preparing the way for an intelligent and 
religious posterity. When the Pilgrims embarked for America, they 
gave as their principal reason, a desire to enjoy and to extend the 
blessings of education and of religion. So they planted a church, 
and for the sake of the church, they founded a state. And they 
early enacted that all towns with incorporate powers, should first be 
aUe to sustain an educated ministry. The capacity for a church 
decided the bounds of a town. 

The civil and ecclesiastical history of Candia till its incorporation 
in 1763, is intimately connected with that of Chester. The original 
proprietors of Chester and so of Candia, at a meeting held at Hamp- 
ton, Jan. II, 1720-1, voted "That as soon as thirty householders 
are settled there shall be a minister of the gospel maintained by the 
whole proprietary ; and as soon as fifty families are settled there 
shall be a meeting house for the public worship of God built by the 
whole proprietary." The very first act providing for religious and 
educational privileges within the limits of Candia, was the action of 
the proprietors in setting apart two lots of land for the support of 
preaching and of schools. The hundred acre lots in the Second 
Part and Second Division, or what is now the south portion of the 
town, were laid out in 1736. The eighty acre lots or Third Divi- 
sion, embracing the central and all the northern portion, were laid 
out in 1739. In this Division, lot No. 90 was designated the par- 
sonage or minister's lot, and No. 91 was the school lot.^ Such was 

« C^asCf pp. 1$, 37. 
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the provision made for securing a ministry and schools in Candia 
even previous to the settlement of the town. ' 

The freeholders of Chester at their annual meeting March 25, 1 7621 
being so requested, signified their assent that the residents in the 
northwest part of the town might be set off as a separate parish. And 
March 22, 1 763, thirty-eight settlers petitioned the General Assembly 
of the Province of New Hampshire for an act of incorporation. 
They gave as their only reason for the request, '' the situation of the 
place where we live in is such that we cannot without much difficulty 
attend the publick worship of God with our familys in good weather, 
and at many times in the year not at all." Their petition was re- 
ceived in Council June 2, and in the House of Representatives 
Dec. 2, 17.63. The charter was given, in the House Dec. 16, and 
in Council Dec. 17, 1763. It granted the inhabitants of Candia 
all the powers and privileges of any other parish within the Province, 
among which is expressly stated " the duty of maintaining and sup- 
porting the ministry and preaching of the gospel." ^ 

Now Candia began to enact her own civil, educational and religi- 
ous history. Her progress, like that of all societies, is marked by 
her recorded votes. The first volume of parish records commences 
with the charter under George the Third and ends in 1807. An- 
other rare volume is that in which the selectmen's accounts were 
kept, and it contains entries from 1764 to 1805. The church 
records commence in 177 1, and those of the Congregational society 
in 183 1. We cull the town, church and society records to-day for 
the history of the Meeting house, the Parsonage, the Ministry and 

the Church. 

The Meeting House* 

This parish has had two houses of worship. The new town early 
turned its attention to the rearing of a sanctuary. Two years and 
eight months after its incorporation, on Sept 8, 1766, money was 
raised and a committee appointed to build a meeting house. The 
edifice was to be fifty-five feet long and forty-five wide, and to ^be 
Set on or near about the North Weft Corner of the Parsonage lot 
So CalH." And just six weeks after the vote to build, the town, in 

^ Chase 1 16, Eaton 10, 14. 
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joyful anticipation of that interesting event in a new settlement, the 
raising of a meeting house, made liberal provision for that supper 
of codfish, potatoes and butter, which has become celebrated in our 
history. To our frugal fathers this was a feast indeed. The prep- 
aration of it was superintended by Mrs. Mary, the wife of Col. 
John Carr, at the house still standing near, and who in after years 
never tired of telling how on that august occasion, she melted for 
them the " clare butter." ^ 

Thus the house was raised. Early the next year, Feb. s, 1767, 
the parish appointed a committee of three to board, shingle and 
underpin the building. To raise money it was decided to sell the 
wall pew ground at public auction. This action was duly adver- 
tised, and one fortnight later, the sale of ground for twenty-one wall 
pews took place.^ Ground for six more body pews was sold Oct. 

* Sept. 8, 1766. "Voted Mr John Clay, Walter Robie, Efqr, mr Benjan 
Cafs, mr Mofes Baker, mr Jonathan Bean, Enfn Nathel EmerCon, m*" Abram 
Fitts committee men to take Care that the meeting houfe frame be Built. 
Voted that their be ;f 60 lawful! Raifd or afsefd by the Selectmen to be given 
into the Committee's hands for the ufe t>f Building a meeting houfe to be Paid 
in work for Common hands two and the' Pence per Day or in lumber as the 
Committee Shall agree, and to hire workmen to Build Said frame as they Can 
agree with them, and to have Said frame Compleated by the laft Day of October 
Next; and if any Perfon or Perfons Refufe to pay their Proportion in work or 
lumber then for the committee to Return them to the Select men to be gathered 
in money by the Conftable.** 

Oct. 20, 1766. "Voted that their Be Provided for Raifing Supper, Codd- 
fish and Petatoes and Butter." 

• "Articles of Sale of the Pew ground in Candia meeting houfe agreable to 
the Advertifement are af followeth, (viz). 

ily that no bid Shall be Excepted as a bidd under one Shilling £»M, p» 
Paid. 

2ly that the Purchefer Shall have his Name Set in the Plan upon the Pew 
ground agreable to the No : which is Struck off to him, and as the articles of 
Sale will be put upon the Parifh Record, his Name being found Recorded their 
Shall give him a Sufficient title to the Same. ' 

3ly that the Purchafers Shall immediately Give to the Committee a Sufficient 
Note of Hand Paiable by the first Day of June Next Enfuing in marchantable 
Pine Boards & Shingles to be Deliverd at the meeting houfe in Candia — Boards 
at S.8 I pr Thoufd and Shingles at 7 | p^ Thoufd Lawfull money. 

4ly If any Purchafer is Delinquent & Doth not pay his Purchafe by the time 
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I, 1767. From the proceeds the house was boarded, shingled and 
underpinned. 

It will be noticed these sales consisted not of pews but of "pew 
ground," or " pew privileges." The floor of the yet unboarded and 
unshingled building was divided into sections about five feet by 
seven and sold, allowing each purchaser of a lot to build his own 
pew. There were usually some restrictions. The floor of the above 
six pews in the body of the house was to be raised just six inches 
above the main floor. Nos. 22, 24, 25 and 27 were to receive 
pillars for supporting the galleries. In some instances the pews 
were all to be built upon one general plan stipulated in the articles 
of sale. But they were not very particular in this matter. I have 
read somewhere of a parish so accommodating in this respect as to 
vote any one, who wished to have a window in his pew, the privi- 
lege of making one. 

When the autumn of 1767 came it was decided, Sept 23, "that 
the meeting houfe Shall Be GlsS^ this fall or as Soon as may be Con- 
veniently Done." The expense was to be defrayed by cutting from 
the parsonage and school lots, red oak hogshead staves three feet 
eight inches long, at " i8s. pr thouf<^." One year and nine months 
later, Aug. 28, 1769, the town instructed the "meeting house 
Com^ to build the men & women's Seats in the meeting houfe." 
These seats were long plank benches with high backs, arranged in 
the body of the house. They were common, each individual sitting 
where he or she could get a place, only the women occupied the 
right side of the main aisle, and the men the left. Each sex also 
had its own stairway to the galleries overhead, and a separate door 
of entrance to the building. To prevent disorder the parish fre- 
quently appointed a committee " to dignifie the pews." This meant 
to seat the house by assigning particular places to individuals and 

above mentioned he Shall forfit his Purchafe and pay all Damages that the 
Farifh Shall Sustain by his So Neglecting. 

5I7 No Perfon shall have liberty of bidding at the Prefent Vandue but in- 
habitants of Candia and thofe that have an Interef t there in Lands. 
Dated at Candia Feb'. 19th, 1767. 

Willm Turner, Willm Baker, Samle 
Mooers a Commt«e." 
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families. The minister's pew was quite universally No. i, by the 
pulpit stairs. Officers, magistrates, influential esquires and misters 
with their wives were first seated, and then the goodmen and good- 
wives according to the taxes they paid. 

Three years and nine months pass away during which we learn 
only of the purchase and putting on of a lock to the house. This 
could have been for only one of the doors. The other doors were 
barred on the inside.''^ And June 15, 1773, nearly seven years after 
the house was raised, it was decided to build a pulpit. The pulpit, 
with its ponderous sounding board suspended by a rod from over- 
head and circular window behind, was no doubt the most elaborate 
piece of architecture pertaining to the whole building. The minister 
entered it upon the west side. He passed on his right the deacon's 
seat and the communion table, in his ascent high up between the 
heavens and the earth.® Nearly two years more pass away when, 
Feb. 21, 1775, the parish voted to sell pew privileges in the gal- 
leries towards furnishing the house. Articles of sale were made out 
and the pews bid off March 2, 1775. ^^^ these proceedings were 
suddenly stopped by the following action, Sept. 18, 1775 : "Voted 
that the Gallary and Pew affairse Remain as they be till futher 
Orders." A note affixed in 1779 to the articles of sale, explains 
the reason for this summary proceeding : " The war with Britain 
put a stop to the work for the time." Those were times that tried 
men's souls. All the energies of the people for the time were 
directed to the achievement of national independence. Of the 
twenty-one male members who had joined the church previous to 
1782, fifteen were in the army. The building committee were all 
in the army, and one of the three died in the service of his country. 
It is no wonder they were unable to accomplish much on their 
meeting house. Yet the work was not wholly stayed. The galleries 
were finished and seated. 

' " Paid for a lock for the meeting houfe Door & putting it on, ;f 0-4s-6d.** 
■June 15, 1773, "Voted Cor* John Moore, John Clay, Jacob Worthen a 

committee to See that there be a Pulpit Built within Six months from this Date, 

and that their be money Raifd by way of afsesment to Defray ye Charge. 

Jonathan Bagley immediately Entered his Difsent against Building a pulpit as 

above Voted & Paid a fee.'' 
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But the war being ended, what an innovation upon time-honored 
custom was it when the town, July 21, 1783, voted "to Build a 
Pew in the front Galaries from Filler to Filler for the ufe of Sing- 
ers." This action implies the introduction of choir singing, with 
at length an accompaniment of musical instruments. The change 
was felt by some to be not altogether an improvement, and they 
strenuously resisted the new-fangled notion. 

Perhaps I may as well put what I have to say about singing here 
as well as anywhere else. Previous to this time the singing had 
been congregational. The hymn book used was the " Psalms of 
David, Hymns and Spiritual Songs," by Isaac Watts, D.D. The 
minister first read the psalm or hymn and repeated the first two 
lines. This practice of repeating one or two lines was continued 
long after the occasion for it had ceased. When thd minister had 
done his part, the chorister, who had been appointed to " Rais y* 
Salms," announced the tune aloud, and sang these two lines. Then 
the deacon rose in his seat directly in front of the pulpit and read 
a line, which the whole congregation joined in singing. Then 
another line was read and sung, and so on to the end. This read- 
ing was called " deaconing the psalm." 

A similar mode was practised in family devotions. Thomas 
Patten, one of our early settlers and a descendant of the Scotch 
covenanters, continued the practice as long as his increasing years 
and infirmities would permit. 

At that time very little of the science of music was known. 
Their only musical instrument was the pitch-pipe, a rude, home- 
made kind of whistle, so constructed as to be lengthened or short- 
ened, and thus give a lower or higher note. This was succeeded 
by the tuning fork, pitched to the letter C, G or A. They sang by 
rote and not by note. It is said that Mr. Patten's one tune, and 
which embraced only one line, answered all metres. However un- 
scientific and inharmonious all this may seem to us, it no doubt in 
its day inspired as true and deep devotion as our modem methods. 
And after all, worship should be recognized as the essential idea of 
sacred music. But the building of the singers' seats put an end to 
all this. For these seats imply a choir, and a choir implies singing 
by note and of tunes learned by rule, Sq sin^ng schools, choir 
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meetings and rehearsals came into vogue. The deacon's occupa- 
tion in this thing was gone, to say nothing of that of the congrega- 
tion. The choir was soon followed by the players on instruments, 
until one might have heard violin, bassviol, doublebassy flute, 
clarionet, bugle, French horn, bassoon, tromboon, in one com- 
mingled battle of harmody and melody. I sometimes wonder if 
the Sweet Singer of Israel, though he exhorts men to praise God 
with psaltery and harp, timbrel and pipe, trumpet and comet, cym- 
bal, stringed instruments and organs, ever imagined or had in mind 
such a medley as many of our choirs at one time presented. When 
the Rev. Abraham Wheeler was installed, the council was escorted 
from William Duncan's hall, where the examination occurred, to 
the church where the installation exercises were to take place, by a 
brass band with drum and fife. Now all this has given place in 
turn to the modern quartette with melodeon, seraphine or organ 
accompaniment. 

But to proceed with the building of the church. In 1788, the 
town devised measures by which in 1791 the house was lathed and 
plastered, and "Banisters for y« Singing Pew" obtained. January 
22, 1795, six more pews were sold, and from the proceeds the 
house was clapboarded, painted white, underpinned with split stone 
and furnished with steps of stone. Thus the sanctuary was finished 
according to the original plan of building. 

The Jews in the time of Christ accounted it a proof of grandeur 
of the temple Herod had built for them, that it was ** forty and six 
years in building." Our fathers were thirty years in rearing their 
first house of worship. Certainly the completion of a whole gene- 
ration of self-denying toil might well be matter of great public re- 
joicing. But the following entries in the selectmen's accounts for 
the year 1796 reveal a state of morals in some respects very dif- 
ferent from the present : " Paid Rum at Securing the underpinning 
the meeting house, 14. 12. Paid for Rum and Brandy about the 
Burying yard Fence, I2.92. Paid for Rum about the meeting house 
hill, I1.25." In those days cider was a common drink at the table 
and in the field and shop. Mechanics working out by the day 
expected rum or brandy in addition. A guest, even were he the 
minister, was not cordially treated if the decanter was not placed 



HISTORICAL DISCX>URSE. 11 

before him. On all public occasions such as elections, military 
trainings, auctions, raisings, haulings, it was usual to furnish distilled 
liquors. To get absolutely drunk was disgraceful, but not to drink 
like a fish and get disgustingly boozy. The wonder is that all were 
not drunkards. 

But though their original plan for a meeting house was finished, 
our fathers did not stop here. A second generation went on to 
enlarge and adorn the sanctuary of their fathers. March 24, 1 796, 
it was decided to give up the stairways and sell pews to go towards 
building porches and a steeple. These were built, the balance of 
cost being met by a subscription. In 1802 a bell was procured by 
subscription and a tax of |i 25.00. It was of superior tone and 
the pride of the parish. The weather cock was purchased in New- 
buryport for I34.16. This completed the house substantially as it 
stood till destroyed, and as still remembered by many among us. 
The last of the pews were sold in 1828 and 1829.^ 

' The following persons owned pews on the lower floor in the meeting 
house: 

No. I Parfonage, 2 Samle Mooers, 3 Theps Qough, 4 Ichabod Robie, 5 
Jonathan Hills, 6 Benjamin Batchelder, 7 Benjamin Cass, 35 in corner, Caleb 
Prince, John Bufwell, 8 Sam^l Towle and Isaiah Rowe, 9 Jeremiah Bean, 10 
Decn Jeremh Bean, Brintwood, ii Abram Fitts, 12 Jeremiah Bean,' 13 Walter 
Robie, 34 S.E. corner, Nathan Brown, 14 Willm Baker, 15 Jonathan Bean, 16 
Theop> Sargant, 1 7 John Qay, 18 Silas Cammet, Jonathan Cammet, 19 David 
Bean, 20 John Sargant, 21 Nathl« Emerfon, 22 John Karr, 23 John Clay, 24 
Stephen Palmer, 25 Mofes Baker, 26 Willm Turner, 27 Samle Towle, 28 Jonan 
Rowe, Elijah Clough, 29 Paul Eaton, 30 Lt. Abraham Fitts, 31 Jonan Pilsbury, 
32 Lt. Abrm Fitts, 33 Ephraim Eaton, 34 Capt. John Sargant, 35 Samle Ander- 
son, 36 Moses Patten, 37 Nicholaf French, Samuel Fitts, 38 William Robie, 
39 Amos Knowles, 40 John Robie Jun. & Josiah Sargint, 41 Sumner Fifield & 
Eben Eaton, 42 NathI Wheet & Jonan Brown Jun, 43 Thomas Emerson & 
Aaron Cass, 44 and 45 Freepews. 

Owners of Pews in the Galleries. 

No. I David Bean, 2 Samie Dearborn & Moles Emerfon, 3 Josiah 
Whitcher, Sold the second time to John Bufwell & True Eaton, 4 Caleb 
Brown, Sold the second time to Jerh Bean, 5 Jonathan Bagley, 6 Jonathan 
Bean, 7 Silas Cammet, 8 James McClure, Sold the second time to Sam«l Col' 
cord & John Wason, 9 Nathl Maxfield, Sold the second time to Anna Whitcher, 
10 Isaiah Rowe, 1 1 Zebulun Winslow, SoM th^ seqond time to Stephen Mar- 
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The commencement of sexton's services is thus recorded : ** Paid 
Tho* Derbon for Sweeping meeting houfe, taking Cair in y« y 1 769, 
;£o-3S-od." The duties of sexton from 1803 onward have in- 
cluded the ringing of the bell. It was rung at both commence- 
ment and close of public service. The custom of having the bell 
rung daily at eight, at twelve and at nine p. m. began in 181 1. 
The practice of tolling the age of the dead arose in 1834. 

The duties of the sexton have also embraced, in part, those of a 
modern undertaker. Previous to 1822, there was no hearse in 
town. But March 1 1 of that year, the selectmen were instructed 
<«to procure a Hearse and the necessary apparatus, and also to 
build such a house as may be necessary for the safe keeping of the 
same at the expense of the town." Before this the dead had 
been carried to the grave, sometimes the distance of several miles, 
on a bier supported on men's shoulders. In addition to the bear- 
ers, who were four in number, there were carriers or porters, 
twelve or fourteen in number, to carry the bier in turn. In cases 
of deep snow, sleighs were used, and sometimes oxsleds. The bier 
had two palls, one for adults and the other for children. Hence 
the significance of the following items : " 1803, paid M". Carr for 
Two Cafes to keep the Burying Cloths in |o.5o.<^." 181 2, March 
10, "Voted to pay Coll* Carr five Dollars for take Care of the bury- 
ing Cloth." 

The sexton in 182 1, beside all former duties, was ''also to keep 
a good fire in the Stove at all times when necessary and to take 
care of the Same." For more than half a century the fathers, a 
plain, hardy, vigorous race, worshiped God without the luxury of a 
furnace or stove in their sanctuary. Neither were they half-day 
hearers at that 

How they managed to keep warm we find it hard to conceive. 

den & Caleb Prince, 12 Reuben Bean, Sold the second time to David PiKbury, 
13 Peter Mooers, Sold the second time to Jona Brown, Nehemiah Colby, 
Benja Rowe & Jona C. French, 14 Jeremiah Bean, 15 John Sargent Jur, 16 
Jeremiah Bean, 17 Jacob Bagley, 18 Jethro Hill, 19 Abrm Fitts, 20 Enoch 

Colby, Sold the second time to Daniel Dolber, 21 Abram Fitts, 22 , 

23 , 24 Samuel Clough, 25 Stephen Clay, 26 John Knowles & Thomas 

Wason, 27 L«. Tho* Clough. 
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In some towns the lack of stoves was partially supplied by warming 
houses or noon houses to which the shivering worshipers might re- 
pair. These houses consisted of a building having one solitary 
room about twenty feet square, with a huge fire of wood, sled-length, 
in the centre, and overhead, a tunnel-shaped funnel to convey away 
smoke and cinders. But I do not know that Candia had any such 
accommodations. Instead of this each family brought to church its 
own footstove, with its little enclosed pan of coals, or a hot brick 
enveloped in a flannel, which was passed around the pew to alleviate 
the rigors of the place. These footstoves were furnished with live 
coals from their own hearth in the morning, and at noon from a 
neighbor's fire, to whose house they dispersed during the inter- 
mission of divine service. A place of frequent resort was the par- 
sonage and the dwelling of Mr. John Clay. So, too, the store of 
Master Fitts and the tavern of Col. Carr. It had been thought im- 
possible to have a fire in the house of God. And it probably was 
impossible before the introduction of stoves. But in 1820 the Rev. 
Abraham Wheeler carried a subscription paper around the parish 
and obtained a stove for the church. This first stove in the church 
and in town was in use fifteen years, and was exchanged in 1835 
for two new ones. The old one was placed in the centre of the 
house at the juncture of the aisles, with its funnel running out 
directly overhead. The two were placed near the east and the west 
doors. But the people were always afraid the house would bum 
up. And no sooner were the two stoves put into the building than 
they hastened at once to get it insured at the N. H. Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. 

An important item in the history of the meeting house was its 
transfer by the town to the Congregational Society in Candia. The 
State Legislature passed an act July 3, 1827, authorizing the forma- 
tion of religious societies, with the power to assess and collect taxes 
on their members. Such a society was formed at Candia in May, 
i83i.^<^ When organized the Society consisted of one hundred and 

>^ Formation of Congrbgational Society in Candia. 

** Articles of Association and Names of Members of the Congregational So- 
ciety in Candia. 
The undersigned members of the religious sect of Christians called Congre- 
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forty-nine members. In 1870 fifty-one additional members had 
joined them, making the whole number exactly two hundred. 

On Dec. 31, 1 831, the town voted "that the Congregational 
Meeting house be given and granted to the Congregational Society 

gationalists do hereby agree to associate together and form a Society by the 
name and style of the Congregational Society in Candia^ and do agree to obey 
and govern ourselves by all rules, regulations and votes of said Society so long 
as we shall remain members thereof. 

NAMES OF MEMBERS. 

William Duncan," and 148 others. 
[See town records.] 

"Candia, May 13, 1831. 
* 'Agreeably to notice previously given, a majority of the persons before 
named, met at the Congregational Meeting house in order to assume a name, 
to choose a Qerk and to transact other business preparatory to becoming a 
corporate Society. John Lane, Esq., was chosen Moderator. Voted that this 
Society be forever hereafter known and distinguished in law by the name and 
style of the Congregational Society in Candia, Voted that so much of the 
proceedings of this meeting as is necessary, be publbhed in some publick pa- 
per in this County. Attest, Dan. Fitts, 

Qerk of the Society." 

** At a meeting of the inhabitants of Candia, duly notified and held the 
thirty-first day of December, Eighteen hundred and thirty-one, the following 
vote was passed : On motion by John Lane, Esq., being made. That the Con- 
gregational Meeting house be given and granted to the Congregational Society 
in Candia, to have and hold the same forever, reserving to the town the right 
to hold town meetings in the same until the town shall build and provide a 
town house for that purpose. 

And John Lane, Esq., Henry Eaton, Esq., and Col. CofHn M. French, are 
hereby chosen and appointed a committee for the purpose, and are hereby 
authorized to make and execute to said Society a legal conveyance of the right 
which the town have in and unto said Meeting house, with the reservation 
aforesaid. Which passed in the affirmative. 

Attest, Frederick Fitts, Town Clerk.*' 

** At a legal meeting of the Congregational Society in Candia, duly notified 
and held on the first day of February, A. D. 1832, the following vote was 
passed: 

On motion being made by Capt. Peter Eaton, it was voted : That this So- 
ciety accept of the Congregational Meeting house, agreeably to a vote of the 
town passed at a legal town-meeting holden at Candia on the 31st day of 
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in Candia, to have and hold the same forever." And the Society 
formally accepted the house by a legal conveyance to their assessorSi 
Feb. I, 1832. 

It is quite difficult to get a distinct and vivid conception of that 
old meeting house. I will venture some further description of it. 
It stood on the height of the common and faced to the south, the 
roof running east and west. At each end of the house as finally 
completed were porches with doors and stairways. The tower, 
belfry and tall spire, surmounted by a gilded weathercock, were at 
the west end. Here, too, was placed the indispensable horse-block 
for the accommodation of the goodman and his wife, who together 
rode on horseback to church. By doors in front and in the 
porches entrance was gained to the main audience room below and 
the galleries above. The galleries extended on three sides of the 
building with a row of square pews, twenty-one in number, stand- 
ing around next the walls. An aisle separated these wall pews from 
the singers' seats, which were opposite the pulpit, and from long 
common seats on the right and the left of the house, and from three 
additional pews on each hand of the pulpit. These common seats 
were occupied by a miscellaneous multitude of young people who 
were accustomed to gather there, the boys on one side and the girls 
on the other. I can testify how sometimes the heart of the uneasy 
child at church was made to quail as he heard above the voice of 
preacher or choir the heavy thump of the terrific tithingman's staff, 
accompanied by a shout, commanding order in the house of God. 
The first of these Sabbath police was Mr. John Clay, elected March 
13, 1764. The office of tithingman was annually filled down to 
about 1843. We pass now to the main floor, where a broad aisle 
ran from the panelled double front door on the south side directly 
up to the deacon's seat and the pulpit. This broad aisle was 

December, A. D. 1 83 1, giving to them said house, subject to the conditions 
and reservations in that vote contained. 

And that Henry Eaton, Esq., Ezekiel Lane and Dr. Isaiah Lane, assessors 
of this Society are hereby authorized to receive of the Committee appointed by 
the town at said meeting a legal conveyance of the same, for, and in behalf 
of the Congregational Society in Candia, 

Attest, Danibl Fitts, Qerk." 
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crossed in the centre of the house by another running lengthwise 
from porch to porch, and also twice by one which ran entirely 
around the audience room and separated the twenty-three elevated 
wall pews from twenty-four less elevated in the body of the house. 
The interior of the building upstairs and below was ceiled up to the 
windows, with their numerous panes of seven by nine glass. The 
pulpit, the sounding board, the pillars and the fronts of the gal- 
leries were elaborately ornamented with panel-work and mould- 
ings. The pews were square, with sides of panelling high as a 
man's shoulders while sitting and surmounted by a rail and a light 
balustrade of miniature columns about eight inches higher. A row 
of uncushioned seats ran around three sides of the interior of the 
pews. The congregation sat, some with faces, some with sides and 
some with backs to the preacher. There was usually a couple of 
high-backed dag-bottomed chairs standing in the centre of each pew 
for the more aged females of the family. The board seats were 
hung on hinges so as to turn up against the side of the pew for con- 
venience of standing in prayer. No one thought of sitting during 
that exercise except the old and infirm, and they would rise before 
the close. The resonance of the careless return of these upturned 
seats to the horizontal position after the Amen was sometimes sug- 
gestive of a volley of small-arms. 

But the old church having stood seventy-one years and three 
months, and having served two generations who had been gathered 
to their fathers, at length, like the old Hebrew prophet, went up in 
a chariot of fire. It was burned Jan. 25, 1838. So in one 
brief morning hour this work of the fathers and their sons crum- 
bled to ashes. From the still smouldering embers a notice went 
forth for the members of the society to meet in the evening at the 
hall of . Capt. Peter Eaton for consultation. At that gathering it 
was decided to erect another house of worship. The necessary 
arrangements were made and in due time this chaste temple was 
dedicated to the triune God. 

The Parsonage. 

And first the history of the parsonage buildings. Again we go 
back over the lapse of a century. No sooner was the meeting 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE. 17 

house raised, shingled and glazed than the attention of the town 
was turned toward furnishing a house for a minister. It was voted 
Oct. 3 1) 1768, to build ''a Suficient Perfonage houfe and Bam 
on the Perfonage lot with in one Year from this Date." It was 
decided Feb. 13, 1769, that the house should be '^ Built 28 feet wide 
and 26 feet long, two Stories High and Plac<i or Set at the North 
End of the Perfonage lot as Near to y« meeting houfe as y land 
will conveintly admit of." But a month later, March 14, the \li- 
mensions and form of the plan were changed, and it was voted to 
build '* 38 feet long and 20 feet wide with a Citching Room upon 
the South Side at the Eaft End, two Stories high, Eighteen feet 
Square." Here we have the dimensions and form by which our 
older inhabitants remember the building. The frame was raised 
in 1 769. In 1 7 7 1 the house was clapboarded, ** one Stack of Chim- 
neys with two fire Places " built, two rooms finished, cellar stoned, 
well dug, and the barn erected several rods east of the house. The 
glazing of the house was completed about 1774. In 1782, thirteen 
years after the house was raised, the chimney had to be rebuilt. 
And the selectmen's accounts for that year contain twenty-four pay- 
ments amounting to ;^2o-2S-6d, to twenty-two persons for 
^'mafon work" and materials. For thirty years after 1782 it is 
impossible to separate what is paid for the erection of buildings 
and what for repairs. As many as fifty charges by twenty-nine 
individuals are made for material and work on the house and barn. 
The parsonage buildings seem to have been a constant bill of 
expense to the town. It is evident the house was a constant source 
of annoyance, and, as I have heard, never fit to live in. The Rev. 
Jesse Remington, after a trial of nearly twenty-five years, certainly 
became tired of it And March 9, 1813, forty-four years after its 
erection, the parish ''Voted to raise 150 Dollars by way of afsess- 
ment to be laid out in preparing Some materials towards Building a 
parsonage house at some future time that the Town may agree 
upon." This action, however, was rescinded on the i8th of the 
following May. But Rev. Mr. Remington did not let the matter 
rest here. And Sept. 13, 18 13, the town voted "to sell one acre 
of land off the front of the parsonage lot to the Rev^ J. Remington 
between the meeting house and parsonage house, not exceeding 10 
rods front, for the sum of o^e hundred DoUars«" 
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An effort to rescind this vote, Oct. 6, 1813, was not successful, 
and Mr. Remington proceeded to put up the dwelling now occupied 
by the widow of Joseph Fitts. Mr. Remington, however, died 
before the house he had commenced was completed, and his family 
never occupied it. The old parsonage house and barn were after- 
ward occupied by Rev. Isaac Jones about two years, from 181 6 to 
1 8 18. The Rev. Abraham Wheeler lived at the parsonage several 
years, from 1819 onward. It afterward passed through the hands 
of several parties. Dr. Isaiah Lane went into the buildings about 
1829, by whom they were torn down to give place to the present 
buildings in 1837 or 1838. The present parsonage was built in 
1842. It stands opposite the street from the old parsonage lot and 
buildings. 

Next, the history of the parsonage lot. We go back again to 
April 18, 1765, when the town "Voted Esq^ Nath* Emerfon, Clark 
John Clay, Sarg! Enoch Rowel a Committee to take Care of the 
Pafonag and School Lotts." I suppose this supervision was in part, 
at least, to guard the lands against the depredations of the hoop- 
pole men, who from time immemorial have had the reputation of 
not being over-particular in regard to metes and bounds. In 1766 
the town appropriated ";£40o Old Tenor or ;£2o Lawful Money 
Equel there to, to be laid out in Labour on the Pafonage lot." A 
like sum was expended in each of the years 1767 and 1768.^^ By 
such efficient measures they appear soon to have *' brought to im- 
provement 30 acres of Said land fitt for mowing, planting and Paf- 

" The following record is interesting as showing the systematic arrangements 
of this early democracy. 

March 8, 1768. <' Voted that their Shall be Raifd ;f20:o:o lawfull money 
to be laid out on the Perfonage lot. Voted Lieu^ Saml Towle, Enoch Rowel, 
Lieut Benjn Bachelder, Stephen Rawlings, Theops Clough, Nathl Burpee & 
Zachariah Clifford a Comit. to take Care and See the above £90: be laid out 
on the Perfonage lot. Voted that the foregoing ;f 20 : Shall be laid out on th^ 
Perfonage lot Between the 1$^^ Day of march and the laft Day of October 
Next, and if not Paid by that time in labour at 2S and 6d pr Day to the Cornet 
Exceptance, the Delinquent Perfons Shall be liable to Pay his Rate or tax to 
the Confta« in Cafh. Voted m' John Clay Chief over Seer of the Perfonage 
lot, and left to him when Each Commttman Shall work with their hands, and 
what they Shall do on Said Perfonage lot, and Difpofe of the Planting land 
Faftering as be Shall think Propper, Rendering an acount to the Select men«" 
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tering, (viz), fifteen acres fitt for Paftering, & 7 & 1-2 fitt for mow- 
ing & the Remainder for Planting." But I cannot dwell minutely 
on these separate acts. For a period of twenty years, up to 1790, 
the selectmen paid in twenty- two items the sum of ;£28-os-3d. to 
fifteen individuals for setting out apple trees, cutting bushes, build- 
ing stone walls, making and mending fence on the parsonage lot. 

And perhaps it is more important that we turn our attention to 
the partial and at length final disposal of the lot and buildings. In 
1797 there was an article in the warrant ''to See if the town will 
pafs a Vote to Leafe out half an acre of Land off the Parfonage Lot 
to mofes Fitts Before his Door." There is no evidence that this 
request was granted. It was voted. May 13, 18 13, "that with the 
consent of the Rev. M' Remington, M' Will" Duncan have liberty 
to build a Shead easterly of his Dwelling house on the Parsonage 
land." The shed was built. The same year, Sept. 13th, Mr. Rem- 
ington purchased one acre for a house lot. Six months later, March 
8, 1 8 14, the town "voted that with the consent of the Rev. Jesfe 
Remington, Thomas B. Lane have liberty to set a Blacksmith's 
[shop] on the parsonage lot, with his being under obligation to 
take it of when ever the Town shall order." The shop was built 
and has been removed, though without an order from the town. 

We now come to the final sale of the lot in 1815. The Rev. 
Jesse Remington died March 3d of that year, and the 2d day of 
the following October the town decided by a vote of ninety-nine to 
thirty-five " to Sell the whole of the Parfonage lot, excepting what 
has been previously Disposed of." The lot was divided into four 
parts and sold at auction December 4th. On the 6th December 
the selectmen leased the same during nine hundred and ninety-nine 
years for the sum of 114,289. To this is to be added the note of 
Mr. Remington for jlioo, making a total of ^14,389.^^ Here, then, 

*• " Advertisement. 

Notice is hereby given that the sale of the parsonage lot in Candia will be 
attended at public auction at the house of Moses Fitts Innholder in the said 
Candia, on Monday the fourth Day of December next at one of the clock in 
the afternoon. Said parsonage will be set up in several lots which we suppose 
will be accomodating to purchasers. Articles of sale will be seen at time and 
place. 
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the parsonage lot and buildings passed beyond the control of the 
town. It may be interesting to know that after this the Rev. Isaac 
Jones held possession for a time of twelve acres and one hundred 
and sixteen rods of the lot, including the building. The Rev. 

John Lane, Jonathan Pilsbury, John Qay, Sam«l Anderson, Nathan Brown, 
Committee. 
Candia, November 9<1> 1815. 

Pursuant to the foregoing Advertisement the Parsenage lot was sold at pub- 
lic Vendue on the fourth Day of December, A.D. 1815; and on the sixth Day 
of the same month was conveyed by leases for 999 years signed by John Lane, 
Jr., Daniel Fitts and Thomas Hobbs selectmen of the town to the following 
persons, vis — to Jonathan Pilsbury, 26 acres being the south eafterly quarter of 
said parsonage lot, [the town received a note for $887.00 signed by Jonathan 
Pilsbury and others] — to Samuel Patten about 26 acres being the Southwest- 
erly quarter of said parsonage lot, [note for $764.00 signed by Samuel and 
Moses Patten], to Daniel Fitts & Moses Fitts Esqr* 24 acres & 156 rods being 
the Northeasterly quarter of said lot, [note for $765.00], — to Daniel Fitts, 
Moses Fitts and William Duncan 22 acres and 129 rods being the Northwesterly 
quarter of said lot, [note $815.00.] The several notes above named amount to 
the sum of 4289 Dollars payable in one year from the first Day of April next 
with interest to begin the first Day of April next. By turning back a few 
leaves in this book it may be seen that the town on the 13th Day of September 
A.D. 1813, Voted to Sell one acre of land off the north end of the parsonage 
lot to the Rev. Jefse Remington for the sum of one hundred Dollars; for the 
same the Selectmen hold a note signed by Moses Fitts & Daniel Fitts, which 
together with the sums before mentioned make a total of 4389 Dollars on 
which Interest will begin on the first Day of April Anno Dom. 1816. 

Soon after the foregoing record was made, Daniel Fitts & Moses Fitts gave 
up to the Selectmen the lease which they had of 24 acres & 156 rods; the 
Selectmen then signed a lease to the said Daniel Fitts & Moses Fitts of 12 
acre^ & 40 rods; the Selectmen also signed a lease to the Revd Isaac Jones of 
12 acres & 116 rods, which two leases contain the same land mentioned in the 
lease which was given up, the Date of the two last leases March 9th, 1816; 
the Selectmen then gave up the note which was signed by Daniel fitts, Moses 
Fitts, & Abraham Fitts for 1058 Dollars, and the Revd Isaac Jones, Daniel 
Fitts & Moses Fitts signed a note to the Selectmen for the like sum of 1058 
Dollars. 

The Selectmen of the next following year, viz. : Daniel Fitts, Peter Eaton 
& Benjamin Pillsbury, on the 29th day of April, 18 16, took up Samuel Pat- 
ten's Case of 26 acres and gave up the note of 764 Dollars signed by Saml & 
Moses Patten, and gave a lease of the same 26 acres of land to Ichabod Cass, 
and took a note for the sum of 764 Dollars signed by Ichabod Cass, Daniel & 
Moses Fitts." 
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Abraham Wheeler also owned the same property during the first 
year of his ministry here. 

But though the parsonage lot was sold and we here take leave of 
it| this did not put an end to all perplexity in the matter. A dif- 
ficulty at once arose about what disposition to make of the interest 
money, and at length of the principal itself. The Union Baptist 
Society claimed a share in the funds.^^ And Oct. 2, 1815, 
when it was decided to sell the parsonage, the town " voted not to 
Divide the Interest of the money for which the parsonage lot shall 
be sold among the Different Denominations." ^^Here was the 

"March 30, 18 15. <* Voted to give the use and Improvement of the par- 
sonage to the Widow Remington the present year. Voted that the Baptbts 
have their share of the Parsonage after the time is expired for which it is now 
Disposed of. 

N. 6. This last vote respecting the Baptists having a share of the parson- 
age was not a article in the warning for town meeting, & the majority refused 
to vote on the principle that it would be illegal." 

** October 2, 18 15. " To see what method the town will take to supply the 
pulpit in the Congregational meeting house in future. 

Motioned that if the town think proper, the following Preamble and reso- 
lutions be adopted and pass into a vote. 

Preamble, Whereas the original Proprietors of the land now included in the 
town of Candia, saw fit to reserve and grant lot Number 90 for a parsonage 
lot, and 

Whereas the order of people within town known by the name of Congre- 
gationalists, without any hinderance or molestation, have for nearly half a cen- 
tury appropriated the income of the aforesaid Parsonage lot to the support of 
their teachers and Instructors agreeably to the Original intent and Design of 
the aforesaid proprietors, — it being very obvious that it could not have been 
the Design or intent of the said proprietors that any Denomination which Did 
not then exist, and especially whose religious tenets manifestly impel them to 
Disclaim and proscribe all annuities and sallaries to their religious teachers, 
should receive the benefit of the grant, and 

whereas it is believed that all the ratable Inhabitants of the town excepting 
those who are from principle opposed to stipendiary contracts with religious 
teachers. Do pay taxes to support Congregational teachers within the town, 

therefore in order that the present and generations to come may continue to 
enjoy the benefits of the same grant unimpaired without any hindrance from 
those who are opposed to Sallary men and of course to parsonage grants and 
appropriations, the town hereby make the following contract and agreement 
and Do hereby 

Resolve that the Interest of the money for which the said parsonage lot shall 
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commencement of a controversy which agitated the town for 
about a quarter of a century. The next year, Oct. 19, i8t6, there 
was an article in the warrant ** To see if the Town will give the 
Union Babtist Society an equal share of the Interest of the money 
annually for which the Parsonage in said town was sold according 
to their Polls and Estates to be appropriated to the use and support 
of preaching in said Society." The town "Voted to Dismifs the 
article.'' But Feb. 21, 181 7, the petition was repeated and again 
rejected. At once a suit was commenced against the town, to re- 
cover II 1 000.00. The case was tried at the January term of the 
court of Common Pleas, 18 18, and decided in favor of the town. 
But an appeal was made to the Superior Court. Here in February, 
18 1 9, the case was reviewed, and a final decision was given, which 
sustained the former verdict. And the matter rested for a time. 

Pass now to Feb. 19, 1831. Again the contest began. The 
15 th article in the annual warrant was '' To see if the town will vote 
to divide the interest arising from the parsonage funds belonging 
to said town between the two societies or orders of people denomi- 
nated the Congregational society or order and those denominated 
the Freewill Baptist, for the support of the ministry according to 
assessment." The measure failed of adoption. But at a stormy 
meeting on Monday, April 4 th, the following action was reached : 
" Voted, That the Selectmen be a Committee to make a Just divi- 
sion of the parsonage fund and report thereon at some subsequent 
meeting." And eight months after, on Dec. 31, 1831, the same 
day the meeting house was given to the Congregational Society, the 
town divided the fund between the two societies " to be and remain 
the property of said societies forever." The Congregationalists re- 
ceived 113,500.00 and the Baptists $889.00.^^ Accordingly the Con- 
be sold agreeably to a vote of the town passed this Day shall be appropriated 
to the use of the Congregational Society within the town — ^and the town hereby 
Does and will guarantee the same whether they be incorporated or unincorpor- 
ated — to be by them appropriated to the use and support of a Congregational 
minister or ministers agreably to the Original Design of the aforesaid 
proprietors. 

The above Preamble and resolutions pafed into a Vote." 
'* Dec. 31, 1 83 1. "At a meeting of the inhabitants of Candia duly notified 
and held the thirty-first day of December, Eighteen hundred and thirty-one, 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE. 23 

gregational Society at a legal meeting Feb. i, 1S32, formally ac- 
cepted both donations, that of the house and that of the fund. 
And the Baptists, after consulting counsel and calling several town 
meetings to demand the restoration of the funds to the town treas- 
ury, at length accepted their donation. This relinquishment by the 
town of all control of the meeting house and of the parsonage fund, 
effected in this place the entire separation of church and state. 
This fund of the Congregational Society has been diminished by 

the following votes were passed : On motion by Dea. Josiah Shannon being 
made, That three thousand five hundred Dollars of said Parsonage fund be 
given to the Congregational Society in Candia to be and remain the property 
of said Society forever, the annual interest arising from said sum to be by said 
Society appropriated and expended for the support of a Minister of the Gospel 
to said Society; and the Select men are hereby authorized and required to de- 
liver over at any time after the second day of February next, the notes or secur- 
ities for said fund amounting to said sum of three thousand five hundred Dol- 
lars to any person or persons which may be duly authorized by said Society to 
receive the same taking such person or persons' receipt for the same. Which 
passed in the affirmative, 96 voting for and 60 against it. 

Voted that eight hundred and eighty-nine Dollars of said parsonage 
fund be given to the Union Baptist Society in Candia to be and remain the 
property of said Society forever, the annual interest arising from said sum to 
be by said Society appropriated and expended for the support of a minister of 
the gospel to said Society; and the Selectmen are hereby authorized and re- 
quired to deliver over at any time after the second day of February next, the 
notes or securities for said fund amounting to said sum of eight hundred and 
eighty-nine Dollars to any person or persons which may be duly authorized by 
said Society to receive the same, taking such person or persons' receipt for the 
same. 

Attest. Frederick Fitts, Town Clerk." 

1832, Feb. I. At a legal meeting of the Congregational Society at Candia 
duly notified and held on the first day of February A.D. 1832 the following 
vote was passed : 

On motion being made by John Lane Esq. it was Voted that this Society 
hereby accept of the donation of three thousand and five hundred Dollars, 
being such part of the Parsonage fund belonging to the town of Candia as was 
voted to the Congregational Society at a legal town meeting holden on the 31st 
day of December A.D. 1831; and that Henry Eaton, Esq., Ezekiel Lane and 
Dr. Isaiah Lane, assessors of this Society are hereby authorized to receive of 
the Selectmen of Candia said funds and receipt for the same, for and in behalf 
of the Congregational Society in Candia. 

Attest. Dan. Fitts, Clerk. 
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losS| and also increased by legacies. The Hon. Thomas W. Thomp- 
son of Concord devised by will a lot of land in Allenstown, "contain- 
ing 400 acres, more or less, for the support of the Gospel to those 
of the Congregational order in the town of Candia." This was in 
1832. The land was sold in 1826 to Noah M. Cofran of Pem- 
broke for II500, which constitutes what is known as The Thompson 
Fund. The fund was '* transferred to the Congregational Society " 
March 10, 1840, and it was accepted by the society on the 6th of 
April following. In 18511 April 7 th, the society accepted a legacy 
left by Mr. William Robie, which was appropriated " to make up so 
much of the loss of the Fund of the Society." And April 3, 1865, 
the society received a bequest of Mr. Jesse Eaton, to become avail- 
able in part at the death of Mrs. Eaton. The society's money is 
now on interest in the hands of the town, or deposited in the Sav- 
ings Bank. The income is applied towards paying the running ex- 
penses of the society. The remaining expenses have been met in 
the past by taxation, and at present partly by subscription and in 
part by a tax.*^ 

^ 1833, April I. Society Records. 

'* Voted to raise by assesment the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars» and 
that a committee of three be chosen to appropriate the same by supplying the 
pulpit with preaching." 

1846, April 6. ''Voted that the assessors, be instructed to tax every legal 
member of the Society and make no abatement except for good and sufficient 
reasons." 

1849, April 2. " Resolved, That a committee of three be chosen to enquire 
into the reason why so many members refuse to pay their taxes and to devise 
some plan to correct the existing evil and report at an adjourned meeting of 
this Society. The committee were further instructed to enquire why members 
of the church ^ho are not members of the society neglect to pay for the sup- 
port of religious instruction. Col. CofHn, M. French, Willis Patten, and Benj. 
Hubbard were chosen committee." 

1849, June 4. " Col. French for the committee made the following Report. 

Your committee, in attending to the duty assigned them, applied to the 
collectors for '46, '47 & '48, for the names of those who had neglected to pay 
the taxes assessed against them. The collector for '48 observed that he could 
not tell who would or would not pay, for he had not got through collecting. 
There were but two who had refused to pay. The collectors for '46 & '47 
made a full return of those who had neglected or refused to pay, and likewise 
those who had paid but part. From the number returned, we find 18 that 
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The Ministry. 

We have already seen the action of the proprietors of Chester 
and Candia at a meeting held at Hampton Jan. i6, 1730-I1 ''That 
as soon as Thirty Householders are settled, there shall be a minister 

have neglected or refused to pay any taxes and 9 that hare paid in part. These 
men we have visited; and of this number 7 or 8 are men who we believe have 
not paid any tax since the society was formed — they did not join the society 
for that purpose of helping support the Gospel or attending meeting with us. 
They ought to have been taxed, and they now express a desire to withdraw 
their names from the society. One has left town, and three have signed to 
pay their proportion of the tax for the present year. 

The reasons given for this neglect are various. Some say they are willing 
to pay, and mean to as soon as they can get the money; others say they are 
willing to pay their own tax, but they are not willing to pay their neighbors. 
Some say the tax is high, and they think they pay their proportion according 
to what they attend meetings; and one has the open frankness to say, his 
reason is, that he will not pay. And others still say that they are wilting to 
pay, but have not been called upon by the collectors. And 5 of the members 
were dissatisfied with the Minister; they were willing to help support the 
gospel, if we had the right sort of a man for a Minister. These, Gentlemen, 
are the principal reasons that we obtained from those members of the society 
which your committee were directed to visit. 

Your committee. Gentlemen, were further instructed to devise some plan to 
correct the existing evil. We could think of no better plan than to present 
a subscription paper to the members of the society to see who would sign to 
pay their proportion of the expenses for the present year according to the 
assessment made by the selectmen. And about 60 have signed or given their 
consent to be taxed for that purpose. There were some 15 or 20 which have 
paid part or the whole of their taxes, but did not incline to sign the paper. We 

obtained by subscriptions $ , and think that 25 or 30 dollars may be raised 

by subscription. We would recommend to the society to grant the request of 
those members that wish to withdraw from the society. And had it not been 
for the understanding at the last meeting, we should recommend for the society 
to raise money enough to defray their expenses, and let the rent of the par- 
sonage go towards paying the debt. It has been mentioned by some members 
of the society, that our By-laws be so altered at a proper time that if any 
member or members of the society neglect or refuse to pay their tax for a cer- 
tain time, that they cease to be members of the society; and if any member or 
members of the society now out of town or at a distance from our meeting that 
they cannot conveniently attend with us, that they cease to be members. 

Attest. Austin Cass, Qerk. 

Voted to tax all who had signed the subscription paper, and others who had 
expressed a disposition to pay." 
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of the Gospel maintained by the whole proprietary.*' So when the 
town was incorporated in 1763 its charter makes the parish ^'Charg- 
able with the Duty of Maintaining and Supporting the Ministry and 
Preaching of the Gospel.'* And almost the earliest thought of the 
new town had reference to this ministry and preaching. The very 
first year of their corporate existence, and at their second town 
meeting, April 4, 1764, the '' freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Parish of Candia, Voted ;^iso=old Tenor to Hire Preaching, and 
the Preaching to begin the first of August Next." Mr. Jonathan 
Searle received one hundred and forty-four pounds of this money 
for preaching, and John Clay four pounds for boarding him. This 
Jonathan Searle was no doubt the first man who ever preached in 
Candia. The second man who is mentioned as having preached 
here was Tristram Gilman. He was here in 1765, 1766, 1767 and 
1768. The names of these men will occur again. 

From 1765 to 1770 inclusive, the town raised yearly ";^40o old 
Tenor, or j£20 Lawful Money Equel there to [to] Hire Preaching.*' 

1853, April 20. <* Voted that the first article in the By-laws be altered, 
&c." 

1858, April 5. "Voted to choose a committee to devise some plan in re- 
gard to the present difficulty of the Society's debt, & to reduce the annual ex- 
penses, to report at some subsequent meeting. Chose Abraham Emerson, 
John Rowe, Joseph C. Langford, Coffin M. French, Joshua Lane, William 
Crane and Henry M. Eaton, said committee." 

1858, April 19. **The committee appointed at the last meeting hare taken 
into consideration the subject submitted to them and direct me to report, that 
as the contingent expenses cannot be reduced so as to meet the case, therefore 
there is no other way to reduce the expenses of the society, but by paying less 
salary in future. As it regards the debts of the society, they would recommend 
that they be paid by voluntary contribution. 

A. Emerson, for the committee." 

Voted to accept the report of the committee. 

The following motion was then presented : 

"Motioned, that the clerk be instructed to give Mr. Herrick notice that the 
contract between him and this society will close in three months from the 
twentieth day of April, 1858. Said motion passed by a vote in the affirmative; 
21 voting in Af!., 18 voting in Neg." 

i860, April 2. *' Voted the assessors call upon all persons where any prob- 
ability exists of obtaining anything by subscription, and then assess the re- 
mainder upon those who are willing to pay their tax." 
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There was not then, as now, a convenient No. 13 Cornhill, Boston, 
for the supply of ministers. The churches were largely dependent 
upon Harvard College, and had to go a great distance for their 
candidates. Here is a specimen of fourteen similar items from the 
selectmen's acccounts about this time: "1765, Paid to The? Sar- 
gent for going to Exeter after a minister, ;£o-ss.-od.** Other 
preachers and candidates were [Timothy] Hilliard, [Samuel] Web- 
ster, [William] Hall, Joseph Currier, Thomas Lancaster and Joseph 
Woodman. They were young men recently graduated from Har- 
vard College. 

The people of Candia were earnest in their measures to secure 
a settled ministry. It was voted June 27, 1768, "that their Shall 
be a minister Settled as Soon as may be Conveniently Done ; that 
the Com'.'*' that is appointed to hire Preaching Shall appoint a Day 
of fasting and Prayer in order to the calling of a Gospell minister, 
and hire a minister upon Probation or trial ; that the Parish have 
Pitch? upon m^ Tristram Oilman as a minister that the committee 
Shall hire upon trial in order for Setlement." Since Mr. Oilman 
had already preached in Candia six months, it seems to us a pretty 
thorough way of doing business to instruct the committee to hire 
him upon trial. And what is even more wonderful, the courage of 
the candidate was equal to the emergency, and he appeared on the 
ground. At length having preached fifteen additional Sabbaths, the 
parish judged his probation satisfactory, and extended to him a call. 
The invitation was made out and a salary fixed upon Sept. i, 1768. 
This salary was increased Oct. 31st, and again modified Nov. 7, 
1768. But after all Mr. Oilman did not accept the call, and the 
next year he was settled at North Yarmouth, Me. His ministry 
there continued forty years, and during the time 293 were added to 
the church. Tristram Oilman was born at Durham, N. H., was 
graduated at Harvard College in 1757, and settled at North Yar- 
mouth, Me., Dec. 8, 1769, where he died April i, 1809, aged 74 
years. 

Again, with commendable zeal, the town Feb. 13, 1769, appointed 
a committee " to hire a minister or ministers upon Probation or 
Trial." And June 29th we read, "Voted to make Choice of one 
of the three ministers upon trial for further trial in order for Settle- 
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ment — a universal Choice made of m'. Jonat^ Searle to Preach upon 
further trial." Mr. Searle appears to have passed the ordeal of 
nearly three months* probation creditably to himself. For we find 
it voted Aug. 28th, '' that m^ Jonathan Searle Shall have a Call to 
the Pastoral Care and work of the ministry among us in this Place.'* 
A salary was offered him at the same time. But Sept. i8th, the 
committee " made the Return to the Parish of m'. Jonathan Searle * 
answer which is in the Negative." And Nov. 6th, the town further 
pressed their invitation by appointing a '' Committee to present 
ml Searle the Parish* Proposals in way of Petition." The com- 
mittee " Carried y« Petition about y* Parish " and presented it in 
person to Mr. Searle. Still they were not successful. Notwith- 
standing the urgency of the call, it was declined. Jonathan Searle 
graduated at Harvard in 17651 and received the degree of Master 
of Arts from Dartmouth, 1780. He was called to the work of the 
ministry at Salisbury, N. H., Oct 3, 1773. The church was organ- 
ized and he ordained Nov. 17, 1773. He was the first minister in 
Salisbury; was dismissed Nov. 8, 1 791, and died intemperate in 
18 18, aged 74. 

Several other persons appear among the preachers and candi- 
dates at Candia about this time. We have the names of *' Hil- 
yard, Webster, Hall, Joseph Currier, Thomas Lancaster and Joseph 
Woodman." We know but little about these persons. They are 
supposed to have been young men, recently graduated from Har- 
vard College. 

^'But the time was drawing ijiear when the endeavors of the 

^1770, ** Voted that their Shall be £30 lawfull money Raisd the Insuing 
year to be laid out in Preaching. Voted Doc' Sam«I Mooers, Walter Robie, 
Esqr., Mr Benjn Cass a Committee to Hire a minister or ministers upon Trial 
in order lor Settlement." 

Not. 26. *' Voted M' David Jewett a Call to the work of the ministry 
among us. Voted that the Parish Give Mr Jewett fifty Pound L. M. the first 
year and then add five Pound pr year till it amounts to Sixty five Pound of y« 
like money, and that to be his Stated Sallery During his ministery among us; 
and Likewise the Income of all the Parsonage that belpngs to the Parish 
During his ministry amongst us, and finish the house. Build a bam and Digg a 
well as Soon as Can be Conveniently Done for his use During his ministry 
amongst us. Voted Walter Robie, Esq', Me Stephen Palmer, M' Moses Baker 
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people of Candia to secure a pastor were to prove successful. 
David Jewett, a graduate in 1769, recently from Harvard, com- 
menced preaching here about the middle of October, 1770. And 

a Committee to Present Sftid Call to Mr. D. Jewett and make Return of his 
answer to the Parish." 

1770, '* Paid to Mr Joseph Woodman for preaching four Sabbaths, ;f 4-165- 
od. Paid To Mr Jonathn Searle for Preaching one Sabbath, ;f o-38s-6d. Paid 
To Mr. David Jewett for Preaching 14 Sabbaths in full untill the First Day of 
February I77i» ;f i6-i6s-od. Paid to Mr. John Clay for Bording Mr. Wood- 
man, ;fo-i3s-od. Paid To Mr John Clay for Bording Mr Jewett & horse, 
$3-l9s~od. Paid to Esqr Mooers for Going after ministers, ;fo-ios-od. Paid 
to Benjn Cass for going after ministers Three Journey, jf i-3s-6d. Paid to 
Walter Robie for going after ministers, jfo-9s-9d." 

177 1, Jan. 17. << Voted that ye Parish have Excepted Mr David Jewett* 
answer which is in the affirmative." 

«T0 THB INHABITANTS OF CANDIA. 

Christian Friends. 

The Serious concern you Seam to manifest for the Enjoyment of the Stated 
Institutions of the Gospel & in the most regular way, by the preparation you 
are making for the purpose, & have proceeded so far as to give me an Invita- 
tion to Settle among you in the Sacred office of the Gospel ministry, and hav- 
ing Voted me such a maintenance as may be sufficient, being so generally 
united in me, & So agreably hermonizing among yrselves, — Having taken 
these things into the most Serious & prayerfull Consideration I Embrace this 
Opportunity to Express my gratitude to you in having Such a Regard for me, 
which I trust with an Eye & aim to God's Glory has Influenced you to act as 
you have; & would hereby Signify to you, that upon Condition a Church is 
incorporated in this Place in Christian Love and friendship, and finish the Per- 
sonage house by October or Novemr in the year 1772, and Digg and Stone a 
well by December next, & build a Barn by July Next, you have my Consent 
for tarrying; — and Should God in his alwise Providence So order that I settle 
among you, may it be with an humble dependance upon Divine Grace, that I 
may be Enabled to behave agreable to the Character of a minister of Christ. 
Entreating your Earnest & fervant prayers at the throne of Grace, that in the 
course of my ministration among you, I may prove faithfull and successfully 
that I may not Run in vain nor Spend my Strength for nought while holyness 
& Charity are our mutual & resolute Endeavours. 

from your real and Serious friend, 

David Jewbtt." 

1 771, Feb. 5. << Voted that Mr Jewett Shall be Ordaind upon the first 
Wensday of Septr Next." 

March I2. " Relating to the Vote Past upon Tuesday the fifth Day of 
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November 26, 1770, the town gave him a call, fixed upon a salary, 
and chose " a committee to Present Said Call to Mr D. Jewett and 
make Return of his answer to the Parish." Six weeks later, Jan. 
17, 1 77 1, it is recorded, "ye Parish have Excepted Mr David 
Jewetts answer which is in the affirmative." [See Eaton's History, 
p. 23.] Tuesday, Feb. 5, 1771, it was "Voted that M' Jewett shall 
be Ordaind upon the first Wensday of September Next." But on 
March 1 2, this vote was " Reconsidered," and the precise date of 
ordination does not appear upon the records. A committee was 
chosen May 7, "to Provide for the Councill of minisfers and their 
Diligates, and other ministers and Schoullars at the time of ordina- 
tion." And the Selectmen " Paid to the Committee for ordination 
Charges, ;^io-i6s-4d=3qr." 

^® Mr, Jewett remained pastor of the church till 1780. It was 

Febi* I77i» Concerning the appointment of M' Jewetts ordination which was 
to be upon the first wensday in Sept. Next, Voted that it is Reconsidered." 

May 7. <*Voted John Clay, Theops Sargant, Moses Baker, a committee to 
Provide for the Councill of ministers and their Diligates & other ministers and 
Schoullars at the time of ordination." 

1 771. "Ordered Theo* Clough, Constable, to pay the Revd M» David 
Juett fifty pounds for which he gave a Receipt in full. ;f 50-os-od.** 

** Paid to Committee for ordination Charges, ;f io-i6s-4d=3qr.'* 

<<Candia, March 9th, 1772. 

Then Received of M' Theophilus Clough, Constable for Candik, fifty 
pounds lawful money, being in full for my anual Sallery for ye year 177 1. 

Received by me, David Jewett.** 

Receipt 1773 for 55 pds.; 1774160; '75, 65; *76, 62; '77,65; '78,65; 
'79. 6Spds. 

*° 1775. *• Paid to the Revd David Jewett in full for his anual Salury 
Excepting ten Dollars Given the parish by Reasons of the Difficulty of the 
times. ;^62-os-od.'* 

1777. ** Pd Revd David Jewitt for hailing powder for Flints. ;fo-i8s-od.** 

1779, Feb. 8. ** Relating to ye 2d article in the Warning which was 
respecting making good to Mr Jewetts Satisfaction his Salary for the year 1778, 
Past in the Negative. Voted that the Parish Desires Mf Jewett to ask a Dis- 
mission from this People of the Pastoral care and charge he has taken upon 
him. Voted Lieu« Abra™ Fitts, Lieut. Benjn Cass, Deacon John Hills,'Lieu« 
B. Bachelder, M' Clay, Doc' Sam«l Mooers, Walter Robie, Esq"" a Committee 
to treat with Mr Jewett Concerning his asking Dismission from this People as 
is Voted, and in what way and at what time, and make return of their Pro- 
ceedings to the Parish at their Annual meeting in March Next.** 
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far more difficult at that day to dissolve the pastoral relation than 
it is at present. The difficulty connected with the dismission of Mr. 
Jewett was very great. The trouble with Mr. Jewett arose from the 

Mar. i6y 1779. ** Voted not to Chuse a committee & impower them to 
agree with Mr Jewett about the Civil Contract." 

May 27, 1779. *' Voted unanimously not to make any addition to Mr 
Jewetts Salary for the Present Year. Voted Walter Robie, Esqr. Colo Nath«l 
Emerson, Deacon John Hills, Lieu< Benjn Cass, Doc' Sam«l Mooers, Lieut 
B. Bachelder, and Lieu* Abra^n Fitts, Be a Committee of seven to confir with 
Mr Jewett, and See what he will take as to hb Civil Contract with this People, 
and ask a Dismission by way of a Council from the Pastoral Care & Charge he 
has taken upon him, and make return of their Proceedings with him, at the 
adjournment which is upon the loth Day of June Next." 

June 10, 1779. A committee of thirteen was impowered **to Settle with 
Mr Jewett as to the Civil Contract with this people." 

July I, 1779. Choose ** a Committee of three to wait on Mr Jewett & See 
if he Chuses that this meeting and committee that were Chosen to settle with 
him should be Dissolved or not. Voted that this meeting be Dissolved and 
all the transactions of the committee in Settling with Mr Jewett relating to the 
Civil Contract with this people." 

Oct. 4, 1779. ** Reasons Given, by Col. Emerson, that Mr Jewett has not 
f unfilled former agreements; by Isaiah Rowe, that he withdrew his Petition 
Last Spring after it was put into a warning; by Lieu^ Cass, that Mr Jewett has 
fallen from former Agreaments & he cant have no profit by him as a minister, 
and therefore he was not willing to Do anything for him till an alteration; 
Samel Morrill, Dito; John Lane, Dito; Joshua Moor, Dito; Obediah Smith, 
Dito; Lieut B. Bachelder, Dito; Paul Eaton, Dito." 

1780, Mar. 6. Voted 44 to 18 not to make " Mr Jewett Satisfaction as to 
his Civil Contract by making up his Salery. Voted 36 to 15 that the Parish 
would Satisfy Mr Jewett as to his Civil Contract and what Labour he has Done 
on the Parsonage lot, & he ask a Dismission upon it." 

Whereas it appears to the Parish that Mr Jewett has Signified under his 
band in writing, that he will refer or leave matters Subsisting Between him & 
the Parish to a mutual Council, or to five Statesmen out of the Parish Such as 
Each party Shall Nominate & Chuse, viz. Mr Jewett Nominate & Chuse two, 
& y« Parish or their Committee two more, & ye fifth man shall be agreed upon 
by both Parties, the parish think proper to make Choice of the Latter, & Con- 
form according to his proposal; Voted to Chuse a Committee of five to Enter 
into Sufident Bonds with Mr Jewett, and prosecute the above Said Votes & 
proposal. Doer Sam^l Mooers, Lieut Abram Fitts, Lieut Benjn Bachelder, 
Deacon John Hills, Mr John Clay Be a Committee for the above purpose, and 
Voted that the major part of the Committee Shall act." 

'* Candia, May 9th, 1780. 
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unsettled state of the currency, and the failure of the parish to pay 
the salary during the exceedingly hard winters of the Revolutionary 
War. In 1775, Mr. Jewett voluntarily deducted from his stipu- 

To the freeholders of the P&rish of Candia. 

Gent, whereas in Consequence of certain proposals made to this people on 
ye 6th Day of March last & their Votes thereupon, Bonds have been Drawn, 
into which I have Enterd with the Comt^ of said people Chose for the pur- 
pose, in order to appoint & Call together a Court of Equity & Justice to Settle 
our affairs and Determine upon our Disputes; accordingly we Nominated & 
agreed upon five Gent for that purpose, and properly notified Sd Gen* by Let- 
ters missive. Some of which for certain reasons have Declined their attendance 
& have advised us to settle and accomodate our Disputes among ourselves, — 
the Comttee thought proper to act agreable to S<1 advise, with which I concurd; 
and, with respect to Said Settlement, woud Observe, that if this people think 
that I can no longer be useful & profitable to them in continuing in the min- 
istry, am ready and willing to leave them upon terms of Equity and Justice, — 
or if they think otherwise, viz. that I can be Servisable to them in the Execu- 
tion of my Office, am ready & willing to Continue among them in ye ministry 
upon the same terms, and by the assistance of Grace will Engage to Serve 
them according to the best of my abilities. 

therefore in order for a mutual Settlement, would observe, that with regard 
to a Dismission taking place, have nothing to add to my former proposals made 
to this people under that head. Excepting that whereas I stand Charged by 
Some of this people as being the aggressor in Said Disputes, which have been 
offered as the reason why my salary has not been Paid according to the tenor 
of the civil Contract, therefore. Said charge must be Given up and Signed 
under hand in writing, at least by those who made Sd Charge, and said Declar- 
ation Shall testify and Set forth that Said Charge is without ground or founda- 
tion, and rather Sprang from prejudice then any other Cause, Otherwise I 
Stand ready for trial by the Court of Chancery already appointed for that pur- 
pose, or in Case of the refusal of any of sd Court, to proceed according to 
agreement & nominate others in their stead until we shall find five who Shall 
be willing to Determine Said Disputes; — but if, on the other hand, I Continue 
in the ministry among Said people, would observe, that with regard to my 
former proposals made to this people under that Head, that altho' I was really 
Sincere in Sd proposals, yet now Chuse to make the following amendment, 
(viz), that wl^ereas there is a prospect of a Change in the currency, it may be 
for the Better or it may not, time and trial only Can Determine that matter, 
and inasmuch as there is one year's Salery behind not as yet paid, I propose 
that if this people will Vote to make good the one half, I will give up the other 
half out right, and give a receipt in full, in Case Said payment be made as soon 
as may be. Provided Nevertheless, Said people Vote that for the future. Dur- 
ing our Contest with Britton or the circulation of paper currency, they will 
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lated salary three pounds, '' Given the Parish by Reasons of the 
Difficulty of the times." In 1777, we find him personally engaged 
in forwarding the American cause, '' hailing powder for Flints." In 

make good jf 30 — LM of my annual Salery, to be paid in Specie or in money 
Estimated by specie at the rate it was before the war, & 20 cord of cord wood 
at my Door which I will receive as five pounds more; and, for the remainder, 
will take any money that passes, & will run the Risque of said money my Self, 
and will take it whither good or bad, if So be Sd money has a Currency or is a 
lawful tender, and out of Sd money, will Relinquish to this people So much as 
Shouf be my propotion in a rate according to my Profession, and if Said money 
Should run So low or become So mean that Even y« £y) be not Sufficient to 
pay my taxation, will then Relinquish it out of Said Specie, So as to pay as 
much in the tax as any man of an Equal Interest with mine. Provided also, 
this people by Vote shall grant me liberty of Being absent two Sabbaths in a 
year, in order — Visiting my friends in the other State, as I have Suffered Great 
inconvenience by not having Said Liberty. Provided also, I can Receive pay 
for the wall I made next to m' Colby's land, and for plastering the fore room 
in the personage house Overhead. 

if these latter proposals obtain and are Voted, am willing they Should be 
recorded on the parish Book and properly Signed, and if not, I insist upon a 
Settlement in Order for a Dismission, Either among ourselves, or that Said 
matters be referrd to a Court of Chancery agreable to the Bonds already Drawn. 

from yr Sincere friend & Very Humble Servt, 

D. Jewett." 

May 9, 1780. ** Voted to Comply with the advice of the Honble Judge 
Weare (viz) to make trial for a mutual Settlement and if Possible to accom- 
plish the Same, Either by a Committee to agree or Compound with m' Jewett 
or otherwise. Voted that the Parish comply with mr Jewetts proposals respect- 
ing his tarrying in the ministry. Voted that mr Jewetts proposals of the 9>h 
Instant Respecting his continuing in the ministry in this parish be recorded on 
the parish Book and Signed by ye Said m' Jewett. Voted Lieu* Jacob Worthen, 
Walter Robie Esqr mr Ephraim Eaton Be a committee to Settle with mr Jewett 
for his last years Salary according to the parish Vote." 

July 14, 1780. The committee reported that they had failed to effect any 
arrangement with Mr. Jewett respecting his Salary. 

Aug. 21, 1780. <* Whereas there have been Some Differences & Disputes 
arisen between the freeholders & Inhabitants of the Said Parish on the one 
part, and the Rev^ mr David Jewett their minister on the other Part, concern- 
ing his annual Salary and his usefulness in the ministry in Said Parish, and 
thereupon Sundry movements & proposals have been made between the Said 
Parties for a Settlement of the Said Disputes, and more particularly at a meet- 
ing of the Said Parish on the 9th Day of May last, Sundry Votes were passed 
concerning the Same, and a committee of three, vie, Lieut Jacob Wortheuy 
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the midst of these patriotic endeavors of pastor and people, their 
religious efforts were sadly palsied by the rapid depreciation of the 

Walter Robie Esqr & mr Ephraim Eaton were Chosen to Settle with the said 
mr Jewett lor his last years Salary, which the Said committee have attempted 
to Do but cannot Effect Such Settlement, — ^Therefore, Voted to Disannul and 
make Void all the Votes pastd at a meeting of the Said Parish on the g^ Day 
of May Last. Voted that if mr Jewett will ask a Dismission from thb People 
willing and in Peace, we will give him the improvement of the Southerly End 
of the personage one Half way of the length for five years after this, Provided 
also that he shall not Cut Down the wood, & also we will give him 3000 Dol- 
lars in Cash in the present currency as a Premium & &c; and if the Said m' 
Jewett will not Except of the above, nor will by no means lay before the People 
or parish what he will take and ask a Dismission from them, so as the parish 
may agree with him upon Reasonable terms, then it is Voted that he is Dis* 
missed from the Pastoral Care of this People, and is hereby Dismissed in the 
Eye of the Law. Voted Doer Sam«l Mooers, Capt Benj'n Cass & mr John 
Lane Be a committee to offer mr Jewett 40 for one, for the whole, or for the 
one Half of his last years Salary." 

Sept. 4, 1780. *' Voted to leave all matters of Dispute, to a Court of 
Chancery consisting of Gent States men out of town chosen as the five were 
last Spring, and all the articles contained in the Bonds alreiydy Drawn Shall be 
Submitted to the Judgment of Said Court, Refferencc thereto being had. Voted 
Doer Samel Mooers, mr Theop> Qough, Lieu^ Ben)n Batcheldcr, mr Jeremh 
Been & mr Jonath Pilsbery Be a committee to Enter into Sufident Bonds with 
mr Jewett to bind Each party (viz,) mr Jewett to the parish by their ComM** 
and the parish by their Comt«e to mr Jewett, to Stand to the Judgment of the 
Gent Statesmen as above Describd, and agree in Chusing the five arbitrators in 
the Same manner as they were chosen Last Spring." 

Dec. 4, 1780. " Voted to Disannul and make Void all agreements and 
Transactions between the Revd David Jewett and Said Parish, that have Been 
transacted Since the Ninth Day of May Last. Voted to Ratify those Votes that 
were passed at a Legal meeting of the Ninth Day of May Last." 

1781, Jan. 16. ** Voted that the Select men Shall make an assessment on 
the Poles & Estates in Said Parish of Candia, agreeable to the award Brought 
in by the Honble Matthew Thornton and others Employed by mr Jewett and 
the committee of Said Parish, and the Charges that have arisen by the reason 
of the Removal of the Said mr Jewett." 

"At a Church Meeting Sometime in the fall of y« year I78i,all y« members 
of the church being notified to meet to compromise Some matters Respecting an 
uneasiness that had arisen among Some of the members by reason of mr Jewett 
our former minister Going away and it was agreed by all Present to forgive & 
forgit Everything Past & unanimously live in Love and peace in fellowship one 
with another for the future — mr Jacob Sargent, mr Dean waldleth, mr Theoph- 
iltts Sargent not present." 
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currency. Their circulating medium consisted of many kinds of 
money. We need only examine three kinds. There was first 
English, silver, or " lawful money/' where six shillings were equal 
to a dollar, and in which or its equivalent, Mr. Jewett's salary was 
to be paid. Then there were Province Bills of Credit, or " old 
tenor," and sometimes " new tenor,'* which was the money actu- 
ally in use among the people down to the time of the Revolution. 
Its value was continually changing. When Mr. Jewett was settled, 
one pound " lawful money " was equal to twenty pounds ''old 
tenor," and it required 1300 pounds to pay his annual salary of 65 
pounds. And in the third place, there were promissory notes 
issued by the national Congress to be paid in Spanish milled dol- 
lars or its equivalent in gold or silver. This was called " Conti- 
nental money," and also had a fluctuating value. In 1775, May 
10, Congress issued two millions of dollars '' Continental money," 
in July three millions more, and in December three millions more, 
to be redeemed by the several states. In New Hampshire, already 
bankrupt, with more of its own ''old tenor" than it could redeem, 
this increased the distress and embarrassment. Mr. Jewetf s salary 
of 65 pounds lawful money was equal to 1^216.66, silver money. 
And in February, 1779, when the difficulty with him arose, the 
parish, in order to pay this $216.66, were obliged to raise 1^1,607.67 
continental money. In July, 1779, they would have to raise 
1^3,200.16; in January, 1780, 1^6,357.00; July, 1780, 1^13,000.00; 
January, 1781, 1^16,263.00; June, 1781, 1^26,000.00. At length 
paper money became entirely worthless, and was laid aside by 
universal consent. 

The first record indicating trouble with Mr. Jewett, is under the 
date of Feb. 8, 1779. The town refused "to make good to 
M' Jewett's Satisfaction his salary for the year 1778," and also 
" Voted that the Parish Desires M' Jewett to ask a Dismission from 
this People of the Pastoral care and Charge he has taken upon 
him." Then we read of " a mutual Council, or five States men 
out of the Parish Such as Each party Shall Nominate & Chuse ; " 
of a " Court of Equity & Justice to settle our affairs and Deter- 
mine upon our Disputes ; " of "a Court of Chancery Consisting 
of Gen' States men out of town." Amid much confusion we read 
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of " the advice of the Hon**^ Judge Weare, viz. to make trial for a 
mutual settlement," and of the assessment of taxes " agreeable to 
the award Brought in by the Hon^^® Matthew Thornton and others.** 
The contest continued about two years. The result was the dis- 
mission of the pastor, probably without the sanction of an ecclesi- 
astical council. Aug. 21,^ 1780, "Voted that he is Dismissed 
from the Pastoral Care of this People, and is hereby Dismissed in 
the Eye of the Law." It is manifestly easier to dismiss this con- 
troversy without comment, or to say that probably there was fault 
on both sides, than to determine just where the blame rests. And 
the more we look over this matter, the more readily we shall con- 
cur in the decision of the historian of Candia, when he says, 
" Time has left us nothing in regard to the merits of the coptro- 
versy which will justify any comments." 

After leaving Candia, Mr. Jewett was soon settled at Winthrop, 
Me., where a church was organized Sept. 4, 1776. He was 
invited to become a pastor there, and a salary fixed Oct. 17, 
1 781. Mr. Jewett signified his acceptance of the proposals by 
letter, Nov. 19, 1781. The installation took place, Jan. 2, 1782. 
But his ministry was of short duration. In about fourteen months 
after the installation, he was removed by sudden death in February, 
1783* aged 34 years." 

** ** Rev. David Jewett's answer to the call of the church and people of 
Winthrop to become their Pastor : 

' And now Gentlemen of the town of Winthrop, respecting your grant for 
the support of a public Teacher, you have done honorably and well, and have 
even exceeded my most sanguine desire. I therefore most cheerfully donate 
and refund one-twentieth (1-20) of my annual salary during my ministry 
among you, for the support of a school, & to be distributed at the discretion of 
the Selectmen of the town, — only shall expect to be absent two Sabbaths in a 
year for the purpose of visiting my friends at a distance; Should I occasionally 
be absent longer than that term, shall expect to refund it out of my yearly 
> salary, sickness only excepted. Wishing you the blessing of God, the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ & the consolations of the Holy Spirit, I am your affec- 
tionate Friend & most humble servant. David Jewett.' 

Dated at Winthrop, Nov. 16, 1781. 

Whether a school was supported by this donation of Mr. Jewett is not 
known." — His^, 0/ Winthrop^ by Rev, David Thurston • 
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^The earliest account respecting the Rev. Joseph Prince in Can- 
dia, is found on the church records. '* Abraham Fitts Son of Abra- 
ham Fitts was Baptized by mr. Prince Some Time in y«year 1781." 

^'1781. *'To See if the parish will Vote to Raise a ceartain Sum of 
money as they Shall Judge proper for the support of the gosple the Insving 
year.'* 

Mar. 13, 1 78 1, it was voted not to raise any money to hire preaching, but 
the deacons were directed to lay out the money subscribed. 

*' Abraham Fitts Son of Abraham Fitts was Baptized Some Time in y« year 
1781.*'— C-4. I^ec. 

Jan. 7, 1782, Voted that Dea. Stephen Palmer, Dea. J. Hills, and Mr. 
Eleazer Knowles be a committee *' to treat with the Rev. Mr. Prince concern- 
ing the term of time he will preach with us and on what condition." 
" Voted to Employ the Revd M' Prince for the term of Six or Seven years to 
preach amongst us for the improvement of the Personage, and a Hired hand 
Six months Each year. Putting the Buildings and Personage in Repair.'* 

1784. Feb. 3. " Voted to Cleare those persons from paying minister taxes 
who appeared against Mr Prince at his Settlement & had their names Entered. 

... as many of them as Chuse it.** 
" October y« 6*1» 1782, on a Communion Day the Revd Mr. Joseph Prince & 
wife was Reed as members of the Church of Christ in this place by Letters of 
Dismission & Recommendation by the church of Christ in Barrinton.** 

1785. " Paid to the Revd M' Prince by Constable Clifford, ;fo-i9s-id.*' 

1786. April 7. *'At a church meeting met to hear the Reasons the 
comitte Gave from Several members of the church which had absented com- 
munion at the Sacrament. . . . mr. Theophilus Sargent Gave this Reason 
that Deacon palmer and Deacon hill had Borrod money 4 close of Mr Jewett 
& then turned his Enemy; and with Respect to mr. Prince, he had no Right 
to administer Sealing ordinances — the church voted the Reasons not sufficient." 

1787. ** Paid to the Revd Mr. Prince by constable Dutton in part for 1786, 
;f30-os-od.** 

Paid to the Revd Mr Prince by Constable Clifford in full for the year 1782, 
;f2-i4s-5d.** 

1788. "Paid ye Revd M' Prince by Constable Patten in full for 1786, 
;fiS-os-od.*' 

1789. «Candia, March 9th, 1789. 
this Day Received of the Selectmen of Candia Six Shillings which to- 
gether with the other Receipts which I have heretofore given to the Several 
Constables is in full for my Seven years Sallary. I say Received by me. 

Joseph Prince." 
1789. "Drawback on Revd Mr Prince for the Loss of an ox, jfo-is-3d 
continental, ;fo--2s-2d-3qr money." 

" 1789 march y« I2. Lieu* John Sargent & wife made Confession of the 
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A committee was chosen Jan. 7, 1782, to ''treat with the Rev. 
Mr. Prince concerning the term of time he will preach with us, 
and on what condition." After an adjournment of ten minutes, 
the committee reported and the parish ''Voted to Employ the 
Rev** Mr. Prince for the term of Six or Seven years to Preach 
amongst us, for the improvement of the Personage and a Hired 
hand six months Each year, Putting the Buildings and Personage 
in Repair." It would seem from this vote standing by itself, that 
Mr. Prince received nothing in the way of salary, but this is not 
true. He received a yearly stipend in money, besides some ten or 
fifteen cords of wood drawn to his door annually. Mr. Prince 
was perhaps not installed at Candia, but he performed pastoral 
duties here for seven years. So far as we know his first official act 
was a baptism, and his last, on March 12, 1789, was to baptize 
three children of Lieut. John Sargent. 

For many facts in the life of Mr. Prince, I am indebted to a 
sermon preached upon his death by the Rev. John Murray, D.D., 
of Newburyport.^ 

The Rev. Joseph Prince was born in the town of Boston April 

sin of unchastity & were Reed into Gov* & their children Baptized by mr. 
Prince by the names, Sarah, Josiah & Moses." 

Between the years 1783 and 1 789, David pillsbury, Saml Derbon, Joseph 
palmer, Silas Cammett, Moses trench, Thomas Patten, Jr., JJ Bachelder, Ca- 
leb Brown, Ezekiel Knowles, Caleb Prince, James McQuer, David Bean, 
David Brown, and Nich* French, are paid jf i9-i8s-iod, in 17 payments for 
haulling wood to the Rev. Joseph Prince." 

*^ ** The Diligent Servant Excited, A Sermon preached in the Presby- 
terian Church in Newburyport, Jan. 23, 1791, the day preceedlng the funeral 
of the Rev. Joseph Prince, who departed this life on the 15th of that month, 
iEtat. 68. Published by request of the mourners. By John Murray, A.M., 
Pastor of said church. < Be thou faithful until death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.* — yesus.** 

On the cover is a picture of Mr. Prince with ancient wig and clerical neck- 
cloth. The eyes are closed, the forehead and chin are retreating, as may be 
seen in the copy now present. The text of the sermon is Jo. 9:4, <* I must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when 
no man can work." This John Murray, D.D., was at Candia, Feb. S^h, 1789, 
Batized by mr John Murray of Newbury Port child of Lt Joshua Moor by the 
name Joshua, & child of Thos wilson Ju' by the name Margaret.'* 
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12, 1733. He early displayed marks of genius, acquired uncom- 
mon proficiencyi and excited most flattering hopes. But at the 
age of seven, a sudden accident destroyed the sight of one of his 
eyes, and it was removed. And when, at the age of fourteen, he 
was nearly ready to be numbered among the sons of Harvard col- 
lege, another accidental stroke deprived him of the remaining eye. 
It is said that " the unheard of severities of the surgeons who at- 
tended him debilitated his constitution, depressed his spirits and 
brought on a melancholy." About this time he was converted, and 
began to live indeed. But his gloom of mind continued for some 
months, during which he composed a mournful hymn of some 
celebrity.** 

*^ ** Lines composed by the Rev. Joseph Prince on the loss of his sight at 14 
years of age. 

* Good Lord restore to me my sight, 

That I may clearly see 
The sun in all its burning beams, 
Which brightly shines on me. 

O how shall I in darkness live, 
Who once the light did see ? 
But now from me it is concealed, 
Contented I must be. 

Ah, now I never shall again 
Behold the shining sun, 
. Which sends its beams all round the world 
Before its shinings done ! 

The sight it is a precious thing; 

And pleasant for the eyes, 
To see the sun sending its beams 
Down from the lofty skies. 

Shall I in darkness live, who once 

Those glitt'ring stars did see? 
Ah, now the clouds surround my soul, 
In darkness I must be 1 

Well since the Lord doth take away 

The sight of both mine eyes; 
O may I now contented be. 
And not the rod dispise. 
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His memory^ naturally retentive^ now acquired a remarkable 
power. It seemed scarcely capable of forgetting anything which he 
once committed. Discourses once heard delivered or read, were 
made so much his own that he could repeat them with great exact- 
ness. And for this exercise of reporting, his services were often 
sought, both by private societies and public assemblies. During 
the Great Awakening under Whitefield and Edwards, he began to 
be called upon to pray and exhort in revivals. He did this with 
such acceptance that his audiences soon overflowed the capacity of 
private dwellings. But when, in a more public manner, he attempted 
to preach, this evangelist met with much opposition, both at home 
and abroad. His father was offended at his attempt to preach 
without licensure, and made him an unwelcome guest at home. 
Yety when some months after the father one evening stole into a 
prayer meeting conducted by his son, he became convinced of his 

Afflictions may seem very hard, 

When first God doth them lay; 
But they are working lor the best, 
And will not last alway. 

Well, since the darkness is without, 

Let me have light within; 
That I may see, *tis good for me 
Afflicted I have been. 

Though clouds all round me low*ring stand, 

Lord grant that I may say, 
When sinners take the narrow path, 
• They're in the righteous way.* 
As I can plainly testify 

That narrow path's the best; 
Lord ! give me grace therein to walk, 
Until I be at rest, 

Within the paradise above, 

Where Christians happy be, — 
Though here I am in darkness, Lord, 
There bid me hope to see. 

Now unto thee one God alone, 
(In persons there are three), 
Be blessing, glory and renown. 
Amen, so let it be." 
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wrong conduct and want of parental affection, and ever after wel- 
comed his son to live and to preach at his house. 

And in Connecticut especially, where the laws against itinerant 
preachers were severe, and the magistrates officious in executing 
the laws, he was often imprisoned, and always found guilty by the 
court of preaching the gospel. His punishment was usually ban- 
ishment beyond the jurisdiction of the justice and the court. As 
he was hurried on from constable to constable, he made appoint- 
ments to preach on the way. In his blindness he needed a horse 
and a guide, and he used to say that, in the officers who con- 
ducted him, the Lord furnished him both at the expense of the 
government. He thus labored through all the New England 
states. In his journeys in 1745-47, he seldom passed two days in 
a place, and his sermons averaged nearly ten for every week. To 
him, his repeated reliefs from danger and hunger, '* seemed to 
come right down from heaven.*' It was a remark usual in his 
mouth, '* he that is disposed gratefully to notice the ways of Provi- 
dence, will never want something to notice." 

He married the amiable Sarah Carpenter, daughter of Capt. 
Ezekiel Carpenter, at Attleborough, Mass., on the 30th of July, 
i747» l^y whom he had twelve sons and one daughter. And each 
son in his turn served as a guide to his sightless father in his pa- 
rochial visits. Mr. Prince preached three years at Durham as an 
assistant to Rev. Mr. Nicholas Gilman. From Durham he moved 
to Madbury, five years ; at the expiration of which time, he was 
settled at Barrington, the first minister in town. This church at 
Barrington was organized by a council, June 18, 1755, consisting 
of seven members. At the same time Mr. Prince was ordained its 
pastor, but not without considerable opposition. I suppose the 
objection arose from his supposed want of scholarship and theo- 
logical training. The council, composed of delegates from ten 
churches, was divided. A part withdrew, while the majority pro- 
ceeded to the ordination. His case, however, was carried before 
the Ecclesiastical Convention, which condemned the action of the 
council as irregular and of a dangerous tendency, and censured 
Mr. Prince as a " person unmeet " for the gospel ministry. The 
Rev. Messrs. Haven and Langdon were of a different opinion, and 
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entered their dissent to the votes of the convention^ and ever gave 
Mr. Prince their countenance and support. An acquaintance with 
the man removed the prejudice against him, and he received the 
friendship as well as the compassion of those with whom he asso- 
ciated. He continued in Barrington till 1768, when he was dis- 
missed and '' honorably recommended by a large & venerable 
council." 

^ We next find Mr. Prince at the North Parish in Pownalborough, 
now Wiscasset, Me.| for about ten years, until 1779. But public 
calamities incident to the War, and the threatened bombardment 
of the town by the British sloop of war, Rainbow, made it neces- 
sary for him to seek a settlement in some other place more remote 
from danger.^ 

In 1783, Mr. Prince settled at Candia, where he continued seven 
years, until 1 789. At the end of his settlement here, he concluded, 
from the growing infirmities of age, it was not his Master's pleasure 
that he should enter again into the pastoral relation. But he never 
ceased to preach. On a visit to his only brother in New York, he 
preached in the city and in New Jersey almost every day. He 
persevered in his work until the Lord's day, Nov. 34, 1790. 

** N. H. Gazette and Historical Chronicle for March 29, 1771. 

" To be sold cheap for Cash or good Security. About fifty acres of land in 

Barrington, a little more than half a Mile from the Meeting house, with a good 

House and Barn upon it, most of the Land under improvement; on which the 

Rev. Mr. Prince lately lived. Enquire of Deacon Garland of said Barrington, 

or of Major Samuel Hale of Portsmouth. 

Barrington, March 25, 1771." 

*< Salem, AprU 2, 1771. 

The Rev. Mr. Prince who is noted for being a Preacher of the Gospel 
under the Disadvantage of the Loss of his natural Sight, preached at the Rev. 
Mr. Bradstreet's Meeting House in Marblehead, last Sunday, when (his cir- 
cumstances being known to be poor) a collection of Ninety-four Pounds Old 
Tenor, was made and presented to him by Mr. Bradstreet's Congregation.'* 

** During the Revolutionary war Pownalborough having no defences, the 
British sloop of war, Rainbow, came up the river, anchored in the harbor, and 
laid the town under contribution to furnish supplies for the ships; threatening 
the place with destruction and the inhabitants with the halter if they refused. 
There was no alternative bnt compliance with their demands, for being en- 
tirely destitute of armament, they were wholly at the mercy of the invaders,*' 
'-'CooUt^ and Mansfield, 
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It was an intensely cold day, but he had an engagement to preach 
at Manchester, Mass., and proceeded to fulfill it On his way, he 
was struck with paralysis and one side disabled. This, however, 
did not prevent him from going through with the labors of the pul- 
pit on that day, but it forbade his ever entering it again. He 
preached twice in private afterward. On December 13, he re- 
moved to Newburyport, where he sent for his wife, adding as a rea- 
son that he never expected to go to Candia again. He soon after 
made his will, and on the morning of Saturday, Jan. 15, 1791, 
at the age of 68 years, he sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. On the 
Sabbath, Jan. 23, a funeral sermon was preached, on Monday 
a burial oration pronounced, and his mortal remains were en- 
tombed in the vault under the pulpit of the First Presbyterian 
church where the dust of Whitefield had been reposing twenty 
years. Rev. Jonathan Parsons, the first minister of the church, 
sleeps in the same sepulchre.* 

The text of Mr. Murray's sermon was John 9 : 4, " I must work 
the works of him that sent me, while it is day : the night cometh 
when no man can work." And he says ** All who knew the life of 
that venerable servant of Jesus Christ whose remains we expect on 
the morrow to commit to the silent tomb over which I now stand, 
will confess that this text was the motto of his every day life. It 
is the worthy & Reverend Joseph Prince, that dear & excellent 
man, who bad the world his last adieu, & winged his way from us 

* '* Where Whitefield sleeps remembered in the dust, 

The lowly vault held once a double trust; 

And Parsons^ reverend name, that quiet tomb 

Possessed — to wait the day of weal and doom. 

Another servant of the living God, 

Prince, who, bereft of sight, his way had trod» 

Unerringly and safe, life's journey through, — 

Now sought admittance to these slumberers too. 

As earth receded, and the mansions blest, 

Rose on his vision — * Let my body rest 

With Whitefield*s," said he, yielding up his breath, 

In life beloved, and not disjoined in death. 

Obedient to his wish, in order then 

Were all things done." 

— Wm. B. Tappan. 
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to his Master's joy on Saturday, the 15 th instant. For this his 
widow & children are now bathed in tears; for this the tide of 
grief swells my own bosom ; for this the loving drops are seen to 
trickle adown many a cheek to-day, & for this the whole assembly 
is in mourning. I doubly feel the stroke. He was my brother and 
my friend ; and for more than twenty years an important member of 
the venerable Presbytery to which this church belongs. I could 
not do justice to this affecting occasion, to my own feelings or to 
yours, did I suppress the mention of him in this place to-day. 
Little aid is needed from me to embalm a memory which of itself 
will remain fragrant when all our heads are laid in the dust It 
shall therefore, be my aim to say as litde, not as much as I can, on 
a subject so nearly touching my heart. . . . 

'* The Bible was the compass by which his course was steered. 
Few understood that book of books so well, & none remembered 
it better. The Westminister confession & catechism he esteemed 
the best summary-system of divinity of human composure; and 
the doctrines there taught he often explained & defended, like a 
workman that needed not to be ashamed. The form of Presby- 
terian church government was that on which he settled after long 
deliberation ; he was a Presbyterian, not from education, but prin- 
ciple. But he was no bigot to a party ; his arms embraced, & his 
heart loved all that appeared to love his dearest Lord. . . • 

''In the sacred desk he shone in many respects unrivalled. The 
brilliancy of his fancy was a source of eloquence which few of his 
contemporaries could exceed. The grammatical correctness of his 
language, the natural ease of his style, the beauty of his similes, the 
aptness of his allusions, the instructive chain of important and well- 
connected truths, the vein of exalted piety and spiritual devotion 
which ran through his compositions, and especially the pathos and 
vivacity with which he delivered them, soon made his sermons to be 
listened to with uncommon eagerness by admiring multitudes. He 
often closed his sermons thus : ' O how good is the Lord to so poor 
a creature ! Blessed be his name for so much of his gracious pres- 
ence as enabled me to-day to speak with freedom, & hope with 
some effect. O how sweet is his house ! Verily I can testify that 
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one day there is better than a thousand elsewhere ; and how glori- 
ous is his day ! 

' These are my preparation days, 
When all my soul is dress^ — 
These Sabbaths shall deliver me 
To mine eternal rest.* ** " 

After Mr. Prince closed his labors in Candia, the following per- 
sons were employed to preach from one to six Sabbaths each : Mr. 
Lambert, Tilley Howe, Nathl Howe, Mr. Mead.*® 

^On the 1 2th of July, 1790, the town by a vote of 76 to 12, 
extended to "m! Jesse Remington a Call to the work of the minis- 

*^ A Hymn composed by Rev. Joseph Prince to be sung after sermon. 

Reach down O Lord ! thine arm of grace 

And cause me to ascend, 
Where congregations ne'er break up, 
And Sabbaths have no end. 
My stay below is wearisome, 

Lord Jesus I fetch me home; 
Where I may sit and sing thy praise 
For wonders thou hast done." 

^ 1789. "To See how much money the Parish will Raise to Support the 
gospel the Ensuing year, and in what manner they will have it Laid out. To 
See what the Parish Shall think best to Doo with the prsonage the Ensuing 
year.** 

May 23, 1789. ** Voted to hire mr How to Preach six Sabbaths." 

1789. Paid Mr Lambert for preaching in full, jf7-4S-od. Paid mr Tilly 
Howe for preaching in full, ;f i2-i2s-od. Paid mr Nathl Howe in full for 
preaching, j£'6-os-od. Paid mr Mead in full for preaching, ;f 4-i6fi-od. Paid 
mr John Gay in full for boarding ministers, ;f4-i8s-od. Paid Esqr. Robie for 
going after ministers, jf i-5s~4d. Paid Coll. Emerson for Ditto, jf i~7s-4d. 
Paid CoUo Carr for Entertaining ministers at the fast, ;fo-ios-4d.** 

1790. **Paid Mr Lambert for one Day*s preaching ;f i-4s-od. Paid mr. 
John Clay for boarding Ditto, ;fo-6s-od.** 

Rec4 of Esqr Mooers, Jno Wason Samel Morrill & Doct' Foster for 
Parsonage Rent, ;f i2-8s-od.'* 

*• 1790, July 20(12). It was voted 76 to 12 ** to give mr Jesse Remington 
a Call to the work of the ministry in this Parish ... to give him the use and 
improvement of the Personage lot and Buildings During his annual ministry 
among us, and Sixty Pound L. M. annually, and likewise 20 cord of wood 
yearly ... to allow him two Sabbaths in a year to Visit his friends ... he 
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try in this Parish." At the same meeting they fixed upon the 
salary. The church also, Oct. 20, 1790, extended him a call, and 
received him to " full communion " by letter from Taunton. The 

is to be Ordained to the Pastoral Care of the church and congregation in Candia 
the 20th Day of October Next. 

Oct. 20, 1790. *' At a church meeting at the personage house, Voted that 
The Church of Christ in Candia Give mr Jesse Remington a Call to the work 

of the ministry in this also Voted to Receive him as a member in full 

Communion with the Church of Christ in this place by Letter of Dismission & 
Recomendation from the church of Christ in Taunton.'' 

** To the Church and Congregation in Candia. 
Brethren and friends: 

It having Pleased God Since I have Preached among you as a Candidate to 
incline your hearts to unite in proposing my Settlement — to this purpose the 
Church and congregation met on July 12'i^ and being happily united as I was 
informed in Compleating a Call — having Seriously Considered of the Call and 
of the union and friendship which appeared to Subsist, think it my Duty to Ex- 
press my approbation and acceptance of it. Acknowledging at the Same time 
with Gratitude your good Opinion of my fidelity and faithfulness, in the Pro- 
posals of my taking the Pastoral charge and Care of you in the Lord, and also 
the Respect and friendship you have shown me both in Publick and Private 
since our first acquaintance. Desiring your sincear and Daly Prayers to God 
that I may be Enabled to perform Every incombant Duty as a minister and 
Preach so as by Divine assistance, to Save not only myself but them that Hear 
me. 

With affection I am your Devoted friend and Brother in the fellowship of 

the Gospel. 

Jbssb Remington. 
Candia, August 20<h, 1790." 

1790. " Rec^ of Esqr Mooers fines for breach of the Sabbath, £i-^s-od, 
paid Revd Jesse Remington in full for preaching to ordination, ;f 26-8s-od. 
paid the Revd Jesse Remington in full for Salery to march meeting, j£'23~is-7d. 
paid Doctr Foster in full for boarding mr Remington, £^i is-od. paid Dito 
for Entertaining Counsel, ;^io-i6s-od. paid Collo Carr for keeping mr Rem- 
ington's house, ;fo-ios-6d.** 

1 79 1. **Paid the Revd Mr. Remington in full for his Salary, 1791, 
;f6<>-os-od.*' 

** Candia, February i8<l>, 1 791. This day Received of the Selectmen of 

Candia Twenty three Pounds one Shilling and six pence in full for my salary 

until the second Tuesday in March next. 

Jesse Remington." 

*< Candia, March 6<h, 1792, thb XHiy Received of the Selectmen of Candia 

Sixty Pounds Lawful money in full for my Sallary up to the Second tuesday of 

march Instant. 

Jesse Remington." 
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terms proved satisfactory to Mr. Remington and he formally ac- 
cepted the invitation by letter Aug. 20, 1790. He was ordained 
by an Ecclesiastical council Oct. 20, 1 790. Some of you remember 
personally Mr. Remington as the pastor of your childhood and 

Similar receipts were yearly given up to 1797 for 60 pounds, and afterward 
for aoo dollars. 

The subject of the ** ministers wood'' demands a sentence. CoUo Clirr is 
paid at eight several times £4-oa-6d, for ** Expence Vanduing the parsonage 
wood." Stephen Clay does the auctioneering three times for which he re- 
ceived $2.33; and Mr. Duncan is paid 25 cents for the same service in 1804. 
Between 1783 and 1790 the town paid for '* hailing wood to the Rev. Mr. 
prince," ;f i9-i8s-iod, in 17 payments to David pilsbury, Saml. Derbon, Joseph 
palmer, Silas Cammet, Moses french, Caleb Brown, Ezekiel Knowles, Caleb 
Prince, James McCluer, David Bean, David Brown and Nichl French. Be- 
tween 1 791 and 1795, Rev. Mr. Remington received wood at the hands of U 
Batchelder, Deacon Burpee, CoUo Carr, Doctr Foster, John Derbon, Ezekiel 
Knowls, Nehemiah Colby, Capt. Wason and Mr. Remington, for which they 
are paid by the town jf i2-i5s-4d. in 11 payments. From 1796 onward Mr. 
Remington seems to have drawn his own wood for which he received 8 pay- 
ments, amounting in all to $82.86. 

In addition to Mr. Remington's salary of "sixty pounds lawful money an- 
nually," and the *'ttse and improvement of the Parsonage lot and buildings " 
and ** twenty cords of wood yearly hauled to the Ptursonage house eight or 
twelve feet long," the town ** likewise voted that Mr. Remington have liberty 
to cut what wood will be needed in addition to the above twenty cords, to sup- 
port the fires in the Parsonage yearly, and no more; and timber to maintain 
the fences about said Parsonage." Seventy years ago there was a prevalent 
fear in Candia that fuel was going to fail them. It was this general sentiment 
or a growing thought that perhaps Mr. Remington might not be sufficiently 
economical in the use of firewood, which led to the insertion of the following 
article in the warrant for town meeting in 1797: "To see if the town will take 
some method to preserve the parsonage wood by agreeing with the Revd Mr. 
Remington;" and again in 1801, "To see what method the Town will think 
best to take to provide the Revd m' Remington's wood in future." But no 
action appears to have been taken, and the matter went on as before. ** 

" 1805. '*To see if the Town will make up the Depreciation of the 
^Revd mr Remington's Salarv in futor. To see if the Town will Pass a vote to 
tax all the Inhabitants of this town to the Reverent mr Remington for the 
futer Except Those persons who Belong to other churches." 

1808, April 18. " Voted not to take into consideration the result of the 
late council concerning Mr. Remington. Voted not to choose a committee to 
consult with mr Remington. Voted that Mr. Remington continue as a minister 
in this Town according to the former Contract." 
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youth. Many anecdotes are told of him which illustrate his 
character and life. He was bom at Abington, Mass., in 1760. 
He graduated at Harvard in 1784 and received the honorary degree 
of Master of Arts, 1808. In early life he had serious impressions 
on the subject of personal religion ; and before entering college at 
the age of twenty, he became a hopeful subject of renewing 
grace. He at once consecrated himself to the work of the Chris- 
tian ministry, while his father had designed him for another pro- 
fession. His constitutional impulsiveness often brought him into 
difficulty, but no man was more ready than he to acknowledge his 
fault and seek forgiveness. He was a thorough man, devout, dili- 
gent and untiring in his endeavor to do good. He was a solemn 
preacher, was himself much impressed with the truths he uttered. 
Out of the pulpit he could unbend even to nimble-witted irony and 
jocose drollery. His sarcasm was keen as a Damascus blade; 
nothing could stand before it^^ 

^ 1807, Friday, May 1st. Church Meeting. 

<*This Question was Put to mr. Remington and mr. [John] taylor by one of 
the members Present, why they Could not Consider them Selves men that were 
Liable to mistak ? mr Remington frely acknowledged him Self to be no more 
than a falliable man and that he was Liable to mistake, he Likewise acknol- 
edged that he was in a Passion and was Sorry for it and Desired the Church 
to forgive him. the church Did forgive him. then mr taylor acknoledged 
himself a falliable man and that it was not imposible but that he might be mis- 
taken and that he was Sorry he had Spred Such a Report abroad out of the 
town or out of the Church about mr Remington and Desired mr. Remington 
and the Church to forgive him, and Likwise they Did forgive him.'' 

The Elder Moses Bean, among his many employments, had the trade of 
a tanner and currier. When he first came to town, common fame told how 
smart he was and how he would whip the orthodox parson out of his shoes. 
Mr. Remington one day surprised the sedate John Lane by the question, 
** Have you heard the news of my great bargain?*' ** No, sir," was the reply. 
** What is it?" ** Why Elder Bean is to furnish me with whiplashes and my 
family with shoe strings, and I am to find all his bark and hides." 

Once hearing a Free Will Baptist preacher thank the Lord he was poor, 
and then thank the congregation for their effort to present him with a horse, 
and then go on to berate the ministers of the '* standing order," or " preach- 
ing for hire," Mr. Remington replied, that he thought it no worse to preach 
for money than for old horses. 

The indecencies of *' freedom frolics," to one of which his own son Thomas 
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The ministry of Rev. Jesse Remington continued 24 years, 4 
months, 13 days, and was terminated by his death March 3, 1815, 
at the age of 55 years. A funeral sermon, which was printed, was 
delivered by the Rev. Josiah Prentice of Northwood.®^ Mr. Pren- 
tice says, " He was indeed an Evangelical Preacher, sound in the 
Faith, remarkably clear in the doctrines of grace, a lover of hospi- 
tality, a lover of good men, holding forth the faithful word. He 
was solemn and impressive in his manner, evidently realizing the 
weight of his own responsibility to his Lord and Master. He felt 
those truths himself which he exhibited to others. ' He declared 
the whole council of God.' Was by no means a manpleaser. 
During his sickness, he observed to me, this was not a sin that 
easily beset him. And further added, he did not recollect that he 
ever studied a sentence, or advanced an idea, from this motive. 
Though he with tears lamented his great deficiency. 

*' During the long, painful and tedious sickness which has termi- 
nated his Earthly residence, many of you are witnesses, he was 
patienty submissive^ resigned. Appeared to be ' waiting all the days 
of his appointed time, till his change came.' His views of divine 
things evidently were clearer the nearer he approached to the end 
of his race. The Sabbath before he died, had most ravishing dis- 
coveries of the Heavenly glory, and expressed a desire to depart 
and be with Christ He mentioned to his Brethren in the Minis- 
had stolen away, he pronounced from the pulpit the next Sabbath with his fist 
brought on the cushion, "were enough to make a heathen blush.'' 

Mr. Remington once snubbed the rambling, gossippy Jonathan Cass on this 
wise. He accosted him with, '* Have you heard the wonderful news, Mr. 
Cass?** "No, indeed, what news?** "Why as Stephen Clay*s bull was 
bellowing down the street, John Carr's tom cat sprang upon him, and ran with 
him into the stone wall of the pound.** 

Josiah Webster, grad. D.C., 1798, studied theology with Rev. Stephen Pea- 
body of Atkinson, ordained Ipswich, (Chebacco) 1799, dis. 1806, installed at 
Hampton June 8, 1808, d. 1837, a. 65. 

•" "A Sermon Delivered at Candia, N. H., March 6th, 1815, at the Fu- 
neral of the Rev. Jesse Remington, who departed this life March 3d, 181 5, 
In the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty-fifth of his Ministry. By Josiah 
Prentice, A,M. pastor of the Church of Christ, Northwood. Blessed are 
the dead who die, &c. — St. John. 

Concord, Printed by William S. Spear & Co. 1815.*' 
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try that all his hopes were built on that Gospel which he had 
preached to others. At times he manifested a desire, were it the 
will of God| that he might recover, to benefit his dear people, who 
lay much on his heart, particularly the young and rising genera- 
tion. But God in his holy and righteous providence was pleased 
to order it otherwise. He has gone to the World of Spirits ; and 
we may confidently hope, is this moment uniting with the spirits of 
just men made perfect, in their devout employments and participat- 
ing in their joys. 

" To us it belongs to mourn. Be still and rightly improve the 
providence. In his death, his bereaved family, the Church and 
Religious Society in this place, and at large, have sustained a great 
loss indeed. A loss of his pious instructions, his ardent and fer- 
vent prayers, and should be received as an awful frown of 
Heaven. • . . 

''The Church in this place have received a great loss in the 
death of your pastor. For many years has your beloved pastor 
stood in the gap to prevent the inundation of vice, immorality and 
errors in this place. To direct your feet in the way of righteous- 
ness. To unfold unto you the great doctrines of the Gospel. 
Here in these hallowed walls, has he broken to you the bread of 
life. The last time he ever met you here, you mutually surrounded 
the communion table, participated the elements of the broken body 
and shed blood of the immaculate Savior." 

Lawrence's New Hampshire Churches says, "The ministry of 
Rev. Jesse Remington forms an important part of the history of 
the church. It was nearly twice as long as any other ; and Mr. 
Remington is the only pastor that has died in office here, and laid 
his bones among his people. The work of the church had hither- 
to been mainly preparatory ; it was now time to settle its founda- 
tion deep and strong, and to commence the erection of a durable 
and well-proportioned superstructure upon such a foundation. Mr. 
Remington was eminently the man for this work. He was devout, 
sound in doctrine, diligent and untiring in his labors, and pre- 
eminently a thorough man. . . . Such a man was well adapted to 
his time. If he was permitted in his own lifetime to gather but 
few sheaves, yet those few were so thoroughly threshed and so care- 
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fully winnowed, that there was little left but the clear and solid 
grain." 

The suggestion of the historian of Candia should be repeated 
here. '' It is to be hoped that the people who owe so much of 
their character to the influence of his instructions will erect some 
more suitable monument over his final resting place to tell those 
who shall come after of his virtues ; although it should by no means 
be said that the tombstones procured by the people of his charge 
were not, at the time, ample testimonials of their regard for him. 
The old stone and inscription should be preserved, whatever else 
be done." 

•' The prayer so earnesdy breathed by Rev. Mr. Prentice for the 

" 1815, Mar. 30. " Voted to raise two hundred dollars to supply the pulpit 
in the Congregational meeting house in future. Voted to choose a committee 
of three to supply the Pulpit. Voted Deacon Prince, Deacon Cass and Mr. 
Ephraim Eaton, committee." 

Oct. a, 181 5. " Voted to raise one hundred Dollars to be laid out in 
preaching." 

Dec. 18, 1815. '* The church of Christ in Candia met at the house of Moses 
Fitts Esq. and voted unanimously to give Mr. Isaac Jones a call to settle in 
this town as our minister. Ephraim Eaton." 

Dec. 18, 1 81 5. Town Meeting. ** Voted unanimously to give Mr. Isaac 
Jones a caU to Settle in the ministry in this town. Voted to give Mr. Isaac 
Jones five hundred Dollars a year as a SaUary so long as he shall supply the 
Pulpit as a minister in this town, including the interest of the Parsonage money. 
Voted to give Mr. Jones four hundred Dollars as a Settlement to be paid in 
one year from his ordination." 

**To the Church of Christ and congregation in Candia. 
Brethren and Friends. 

It has been the usual practice of the churches of our order to have men clad 
with Official authority, statedly to preach the gospel, administer the ordinances 
of the New Testament, and perform the various and arduous duties of the 
pastor; this is sanctioned by the conduct and example of the apostles. And as 
you have been led in the course of Divine providence to make choice of me to 
become your minister, and I have had sufficient time to take this weighty sub- 
ject into serious and prayerful consideration, you now have a right to expect 
an answer. It is with trembling I proceed, for when I consider the greatness 
of the work of the ministry, I am ready to exclaim with St. Paul, ' who is suf- 
ficient for these things.' It is incumbent on me however, as a professed 
Disciple of Christ, to Indulge no inclination of my own contrary to the Divine 
will, and as there has been so great a Degree of harmony and union among 



52 THE CHURCH IN CANDIA. 

'' resettlement of the Gospel ministry " here, was soon answered. 
On Dec. i8, 1815, the church "voted unanimously to give Mr. 
Isaac Jones a call to settle in this town as our minister." The 
same day the Parish also united in the invitation and fixed a salary 
for the candidate. Mr. Jones signified his acceptance of the call, 
Jan. 7, 1 81 6. The town Jan. 15, 181 6, modified somewhat the 
terms of settlement, fixed upon the 7th of February for the ordin- 

you as a church and people while acting upon this Subject, it Does seem that 
God has work for me to perform in this place, therefore, if I can have liberty 
to be absent two Sabbaths in Each year, be excused from Delivering funeral 
sermons at houses of mourning, and if in the third article of your proposals in- 
stead of ' so long as he shall supply the pulpit as a minister in this town,' you 
will insert, ' During his ministry,' I accept of your call and consent to have the 
hands of the Presbytery laid upon me, that I may become your stated Pastor 
and teacher in holy things. It is now an important time with you as a people, 
with me as an Individual, and it becomes us all to be watchful, sober, and 
humbly to look to the Great head of the church for aid and direction. 

Isaac Jonbs. 
Communicated to the church of Christ and congregation in Candia January 
7th, 1816." 

1816, Jan. 15. ** Voted that Mr. Jones have liberty to be absent two Sab- 
baths in each year. Voted with respect to Mr. Jones preaching funeral ser- 
mons at houses of mourning, that the matter be left Discretionary with him 
and the persons concerned. Voted to give Mr. Jones five hundred Dollars a 
year as Sallary During his ministry, including the interest of the P&rsonage 
money, but if he should become infirm so that there will be no prospect of his 
being able to perform the Duties of a pastor again, his Salary is to be Dis- 
continued. Voted that Mr. Isaac Jones be ordained to the pastoral care of the 
church and congregation in Candia, on Wednesday, the 7th Day February 
next. Voted that the Selectmen be a committee to provide for the Council 
and make preparations for ordination. Mr. Jones was present at the town 
meeting, and after the above votes were passed, said that he was satisfied." 

Feb. 7, 1816. "The Rev. Isaac Jones presented his letter of dismission 
and recommendation from the church of Christ in Williamstown, Mass., and 
was received into this church as a private member, it being the morning pre- 
vious to his ordination. Ephraim Eaton." 

181 7, Apr. 6. Mrs. Nancy Jones received by letter from Concord. 

'* A Sermon, delivered at Candia, New Hampshire, at the Ordination of 
the Rev. Isaac Jones, to the pastoral cure of the Congregational Church in 
Candia, February 7, 1816, by Asa M*Fariand, D*D,f Pastor of the Church in 
Concord. Published by request. 

Concord: Printed by George Hough. 18 16." 
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atioD, and authorized the selectmen " to provide for the Council 
and make preparations for ordination." Mr. Jones was present at 
the meeting and ''said that he was satisfied." By letter from 
Williamstown, Mass., Feb. 7, 1816, he ''was received into this 
church as a private member, it being the morning previous to his 
ordination." The chief exercises at the ordination were printed. 
The sermon was delivered by the Rev. Asa McFarland, D.D., of 
Concord, N. H. The charge to the pastor was given by the Rev. 
Nathaniel Howe, of Hopkinton, Mass. The right hand of fellow- 
ship was by the Rev. Nathaniel Wells, of Deerfield. 

^^The Rev. Isaac Jones was born at Hopkinton, Mass., in 1782. 

** 1 818. " Revd Isaac Jones* request to the people of Candia. 
To the church of Christ and congregation in Candia. Brethren and Friends. 

It was for the sake of doing you good as a people that I accepted of your 
call and consented to become your Pastor and teacher in holy things. It is 
now for the same reason I express a Desire that our connection as pastor and 
people may be Dissolved, and I ask you to join with me in calling an Ecclesi- 
astical Council to take into consideration the expediance of my being Dis- 
missed as soon as may be convenient, and I hope that after taking the subject in- 
to prayerful consideration and weighing circumstances as I have Done you will 
act as unitedly in granting this my request, as you did in Voteing my settle- 
ment. With an undiminished attachment to the cause of Christ, and with an 
ardent Desire for your future prosperity and happiness, I subscribe myself 
your faithful friend, Isaac Jones. 

Candia, April 4th, 1818/' 

April 13, 1818. "The church met at the house of Rev. Isaac Jones and 
held a consultation upon the expediency of his being dismissed according to 
his public request, and after mature deliberation, it was thought proper to 
choose a committee of three to invite an Ecclesiastical Council to meet and 
act upon this subject, & Rev. I. Jones, Dea. C. Prince & brother E. Eaton 
were chosen.*' 

May 4, 1818. The town <* voted John Lane, Jr., Dea. Caleb Prince & Mo- 
ses Fitts be a committee to confer with the Rev. Isaac Jones on the subject of 
his Dismission. After a conference between Mr. Jones and the committee, 
the following proposal was laid before the meeting from the Rev. Mr. Jones : 
I will obligate myself to pay to a respectable committee which may be chosen 
by the town belonging to the Congregational Society in Candia, the sum of 
four hundred Dollars in one year from the Day I may be Dismissed by an Ec- 
clesiastical Council. Signed by Isaac Jones. 

Candia, May 4, 18 18. 

After which it was Voted that the Rev. Mr. Jones be dismissed agreeably 
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He graduated at Williams College in 1810, and studied theology 
with the Rev. Samuel Austin, D.D., of Worcester, Mass. He was 
a man of most tender sensibilities, of refined tastes and liberal edu- 

to his request from and after next week tuesday, on the foUowiBg condition, 
viz. that he give his security to the committee chosen by the town for that 
purpose for the sum of $400 to be paid in one year, and that he receive his 
salary up to next week tuesday within one year. John Lane, Jr., Deacon Ca- 
leb Prince & Moses Fitts be a committee for the above purpose.*' 

May 12, 1818. " At a church meeting holden at the house of Moses Fitts, 
Esqr the Revd Curtis Coe was chosen Moderator, and our brother Ephraim 
Eaton the scribe of the Church till another shall be chosen. Our brother, 
Isaac Jones, Pastor of this Church, having, for several reasons which need not 
be repeated, asked a dismission from his pastoral relation to us in compliance 
with advice of Council, this day Convened on the solemn occasion, with tender 
sympathy for his person and family, and not without sensible griet that a la- 
mentable occasion of this kind should have occurred at so early a period after 
his apparently happy settlement with us. Yet, hereby agreeably to his request, 
we dismiss him from his Pastoral relation to us, and recommend him to the 
Priviledge of Christian communion, as a regular member of this Church; and 
give him the priViledge of joining another Christian Church when it shall 
appear duty. 

By Vote Our Brethren Ephraim Eaton, Dean Caleb Prince, Dean Samuel 
Cass were unanimously appointed to sign this instrument in behalf of the 
Church." 

Minutes of Council. 

« At an Ecclesiastical Council convened by Letters Missive at the dwelling 
house of Moses fitts, £s. in Candia on tuesday the 12 Day of May A. D. 1818, 
were presant the following Churches by their pastures and Delegates, viz. 
Church in pimbroke by Red Abraham burnham. Pastor, Brother William hasel- 
ton. Delegate; presbytern Church in Chester, Red Clement parker, Pastor, 
Deacon Ezekiel Kelley, Delegate; Church in Raymond, Red Stephen Bailey, 
pastor. Brother Stephen Osgood, Delegate; Church in Deerfield, Red Nathan- 
iel Wells, pastor. Deacon William A. Smith, Delegate. 

the Council proceeded to form, and Chose Rd Abraham Burnham, modera- 
tor, Rd Nathaniel Wells, scribe, the Councel was then opened by prayer by 
the moderator, and Several Communications made by the Rd Isaac Jones Re- 
specting his Request for a Dismision, and the complyance of the Congregation 
with his Request attended to. 

the Counsel then voted that under Existing Circumstances it b their advice 
to the Church of Christ in this place that they Comply with the Request of 
the Rd mr. Jones, and Concent that the pastoral relation between him and 
them be Desolved. 
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cation. He fairly stole the hearts of the Candia people. The 
church and parish were overjoyed in the " apparently happy Settle- 
ment" of their new minister. But his ministry here was short. 

Voted that this Councel be adjourned to meet again as soon as may be after 
Dinner. 

Met immediately after Dinner and voted to adjourn til after Devine Service. 

met immediately after Devine Service, and the Church of Christ in this 
place haveing Signified their Compliance with the advice of the Councel, and 
Expressed their Concent that the pastoral Relation between them and their 
pastor the Rd mr. Jones Should be Dissolved, voteed unanimously the follow- 
ing as the Result of the Deliberations of this Councel. 

this Councel Consider the Relation between minister and people as most 
sacred and Solemn, we cannot there fore but vew with Deep Regret that 
Combination and Sircomstances which Renders it Expedient in our Judgment 
that the Pastoral Relation between our brother Isaac Jones and the church and 
People in this place Should be Disolved. while we tenderly simperthise with 
Brother Jones in his family afflictions by Sicknes, and in that Bodily infirmity 
which he States Disabled him for a time from Performing the Duties of a Pastor 
and found the Princable Reason of his asking a Dismision, we think the honor 
of our Devine Lord and the Prosperity of his Church Requiiie us to Expres our 
Regret that he had not Conculted with his Churph and People, and with his 
brethren in the ministery befor he asked for a Dismision, but under Existing 
Sircumstances we feel it to be our Duty to Desolve and we Do hereby Desolve 
the Pastoral Relation Between the Re^ mr. Jones and the church of christ in 
Candia. We are happy that no Charges have been Laid Before this Councel 
by mr. Jones against the church or congregation, nor by them against him, 
and as nothing has apeared before us to mar our ministeral fellowship with 
brother Jones, and as the Church have Recommended him to the communion 
of the churches, therefore, we cordelly and unananously Recomend the Red. 
Isaac Jones as a minister of Christ in good and Regular Standing, to the Ser- 
vice of the Churches wherever God in his wise and holy providence may be 
Pleased to call him. 

The Councel would not take Leave of the unplesant and Solemn bisnes 
which they were Called here to perform with out Expresing their Simpathy 
with this Church and People again Destitute of a Pastor; we feel a tender 
concern for you, and hope a word of advice will not be unexptable to you. 
Suffer us to Repet the Sollemn Declarations of our Lord to his Church, * ye 
are the Salt of the EUurth, ye are the Light of the world, how much then Dear 
Brethren Depends on you with Respect to the Cause of Religion in this place, 
— be much in prayer, be at Peace among your Selves, follow Peace with all 
men and holines without which no man Shall Se the Lord. Let your Sacred 
Desk be Spedely and Regularly occupied. Should you not be able immed- 
iately to obtain a Suply, yet Do not forsake the asembling your Selves to 
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His health, nev^r firm, soon failedi and he became disheartened 
and asked a dismission, April 4, 1818. A committee of the church 
was appointed to confer with him, and make arrangements for a 
Council, April 13 th. Arrangements mutually satisfactory between 
him and the parish were entered into. May 4th. And he was dis- 
missed May 12, 1 81 8, by an ecclesiastical council of which the 
Rev. Abraham Burnham, of Pembroke, was moderator, and the 
Rev. Nathaniel Wells, scribe. The council express " Deep Regret 
that Combination of Sircomstances Renders it Expedient in their 
Judgment that the Pastoral Relation Should be Disolved," and 
" Cordelly an unanamusly Recomend the Re^ Isaac Jones as [a] 
minister of Christ in good and Regular Standing to the Service of 
the Churches wherever God in his wise and holy providence may 
be Pleased to Call him." The same day the church express 
" tender sympathy for the person and family " of the retiring pas- 
tor, and recommend him as a brother beloved to the Christian 
watch and fellowship of the churches. 

Mr. Jones was subsequently employed as stated supply of the 
churches of Plaistow, N. H., Billerica and South Wellfieet, Mass. 
Feb. 18, 1838, he commenced his ministerial labors in Tiver- 
ton, R. I., and on the 9 th of May following was invited to discharge 
all the duties of a pastor there. He has labored as a missionary 
in all the New England states except Connecticut. He is still liv- 

gether; it will have a tendancy to Keep the Congregation united for you Reg- 
ularly to maintain Public worship. 

may the god of Love and Peace Dwell among you, Smile on the aforts you 
make to Resettle the gospel ministry, and in due time give you a Pastor after 
his own heart, grace, marcy and Peace from god the farther and the Son 
through the opperations of the holy ghost be multiplied unto you Dear 
Brethren and friends, and to all our Sister churches. 

By order of the Councel, 

Abraham Burnham, Moderator. 
Nathanl Wells, Scribe. 
A true copy atest, Ephraim Easton, Scribe." 

Mr. Jones was at one time so nervous as to send to Ichabod Cass, across 
the way, to stop his anvil and hammer, so that he could write his sermon. 

Mr. Wheeler said of Mr. John Lane at his funeral, that he heard every ser- 
mon and lecture delivered by Mr. Jones in Candia. 
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ing at Derryi almost 90 years of age, the oldest ex-pastor and 
oldest ex-member of the church. 

^^ Six months and eighteen days after the dismission of Mr. Jones, 

^ 1818, May 4. ** Voted that the Interest on the Parsonage money be ap- 
propriated to supply the Pulpit in the Congregational meeting house the pres- 
ent year, and that 250 Dollars be raised by assessment to be laid out in addi- 
tion to parsonage money for the same purpose. Voted Reuben Fitts, Henry 
E^ton, John Lane, Jr., committee to supply the Pulpit with a preacher.'' 

Nov. 30, 18 18. " Voted unanimously that the Rev. Abraham Wheeler be 
called to take the pastoral care of this people as their minister so long as a 
majority of those who are taxed for his support shall be satisfied with him and 
his labors, and when said majority wish him to be Dismissed, after giving him 
three months notice, he shall be Dismissed, and he likewise shall have the 
liberty of being Dismissed by giving three months notice. Voted unanimously 
to give the Rev. Abraham Wheeler the Interest of the Parsonage fund, and 
an additional sum to be raised by assessment annually to make the sum of 
five hundred Dollars for his support each year, and four hundred Dollars to be 
paid within one year from his Instalation as a Settlement; but if he shall not 
remain our minister sixteen years, he shall refund to the Town such a pro- 
portion of his settlement as the time of his ministry shall fall short of sixteen 
years, — he to have two Sabbaths in each year if he choose to visit his friends.*' 

Dec. 15, 181 8. *' Voted to reconsider and make void the votes passed on 
the 30th Day of November, respecting the Rev. Abraham Wheeler's call and 
support as a minister of the gospel in this Town. Voted unanimously that the 
Rev. Abraham Wheeler be called to take the pastorel care of this church and 
congregation as their minister so long as a majority of those who are taxed for 
his support shall be satisfied with him and his labours, and when said majority 
wish him to be Dismissed, after giveing six months notice he shall be Dis- 
missed with the advice of an Ecclesiastical council, and he likewise shall have 
the liberty of being Dismissed in the same manner by giveing six months no- 
tice. Voted universally to give the Rev. Abraham Wheeler the Interest of 
the parsonage fund, and an additional sum to be raised annually by assessment 
annually to make the sum of five hundred and twenty-five Dollars for his support 
each year, and four hundred to be paid in May next as a settlement, and he 
shall have two Sabbaths in Each year if he chooses to visit his friends. 

The foregoing votes were handed to the Rev. Abraham Wheeler by a com- 
mittee chosen for that purpose and towards the close of the meeting Mr. 
Wheeler made the following communication in writeing to the meeting. 

* December 15th, 1818. 
To the Church and people of the Town of Candia, 

Honored, respected and beloved brethren and friends. 

Having received a call from you to settle with you in the work of the gos- 
pel ministry, and having been apprised of your Desire that you should have 
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the parish, Nov. 30, 181 8, '< voted unanimously that the Rev. 
Abraham Wheeler be called to take the pastoral care of this people 
as their minister so long as a majority of those who are taxed for 

an answer previous to the Dissolution of your present meeting, I have taken 
the subject into solemn and prayerful consideration, and I trust that I have 
viewed the subject on every side and in all parts so far as my feeble capacity 
and the space of time which I have had would enable me, and that with an 
eye to the glory of God, the good of souls, and the test of the last Judgment 
when we must all stand at the bar of God and answer for the Deeds Done in 
the body, my mind has been almost overwhelmed with the magnitude of 
the subject, and I have sought advice from several of my brethren in the min- 
istry, and in a private capacity I have spread it before God in prayer, I have 
felt the force of your welfare [ ?] and the prosperity of Sion and salvation of 
souls here, I have also weighed the evils of your being Divided and the Dis- 
advantages to you and to your minister of your settling upon the first proposals, 
and have considered your proposals as they now stand, and although I feel to 
cry out with one *who is sufficient for these things,' yet through Christ 
strengthening me, I shall endeavour to serve you in the gospel ministry to the 
best of my feeble abilities; humbly requesting your prayers that our connec- 
tion may be for the advancement of your souls and mine and Df our children, 
I consent to acceed [ ?] to your proposals, and subscribe yours in the faith of 
the gospel. Abraham Whbblbr.' 

Voted the second Wednesday of January next for the Installation of the 
Rev. Abraham Wheeler.'* 

1819. '* An ecclesiastical council convened at the house of william Dun- 
can, Candia, January 12th, 18 19, in consequence of Letters Missive from the 
Church of Candia Expressing a Desire that the Rd Abraham Wheeler be in- 
staled their Pastor; present from the Chh of Christ in Chichester, the Rd Jo- 
siah Carpenter and Dn Abrm True; from the Chh in Hamsted the Rd Jno. 
Kelly and Da Jon. true; from the Church in Concord, the Rd Asamcfarland, 
D.D.; from the Chh. in Northwood, Rd Josiah prentice and Decon Jona 
piper; from the Church in Pelham, the Rd John H. Church and Dean Abel 
gage; from the Church in pembrook, the Rd Abraham burnam and Dea. Moses 
Haseltine; from the Church in the East Parish of Londenderry, the Rd Edw. 
L. Pftrker, and Elder matthew Clark; from the Chh. in Deerfield, the Rd 
Nathaniel Weels and Dean William A. Smith; from the Chh. in Epsom, the K^ 
Jonan Curtis and Dean Sam«l Morrill; from the Church in the West parish in 
Chester, the Rd Qement Parker and Elder Joseph Blanchard; from the 
Church in Raymond, the Rd Stephen Baily and Brother Eben' Cram; from the 
Church in the East Parish in Chester, Brother Jno. Emerson. 

the Council was organized by Chusing the Rd Josiah Carpenter, moderator, 
Edward L. Parker, scribe, — the throne of grace was addressed by the moder- 
ator. 
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his support shall be satisfied with him and his labors." Dec. 
15 th the terms of his settlement were finally determined, his affirma- 
tive answer given, and the second Wednesday of January, 18 19, 
fixed upon for the installation. This fell on the 12 th of the month. 
And on that day a large Council of twelve churches, Rev. Josiah Car- 
penter, of Chichester, moderator and Rev. Edward L. Parker, of 
Derry, scribe, met at the house of William Duncan, proceeded to 
examine the transactions of the church and parish and the theologi- 
cal attainments and Christian experience of the candidate, and 
adjourned for the public exercises of installation on the morrow. 
When the morrow of Jan. 13, 18 19, came Rev. John H. Church, 
of Pelham, preached the sermon, Rev. Josiah Carpenter, of Chi- 

a Copy of the CaU from the Church and town of Candia to the Re<i Ab' 
wheeler, together with the result of the Council which Dissolved the pastoral 
connection Betwen M' Wheeler and Church in fairhaven in Massatuses Laid 
before the Council. Voted that these papers are Satisfactory, as to the regu- 
larity of the precedings of the Church in Candia in calling Mr Wheeler to 
Settle with them in the gospel ministry; and, as to mr wheeler's Christian 
Cheracter and Standing in the Church, the Council proceeded to the Exami- 
nation of the Candidate for instalation. Having Examined the Rd mr. 
Weeler as to his Doctrinal vews, his Experemental acquaintance with Relig- 
ion, and his motives in Devoteing him Self to the work of the ministry. 
Voted unanamously, the Councelare Satisfied with the qualifications of the 
Candidate for installation. Voted that we proceed agreably to the request of 
the Church in this place to the instalation of the Rd mr. Wheeler as their pas- 
tor tomorrow at 1-2 past ten A.m. Voted that the R<i Dr mcfarland preach 
the Sermon, the Rd mr. Carpenter make the installing prayer, the K^ mr. 
Kelly give the charge, the Rd mr. bailey give the right hand of fellowship, and 
the Rd mr. printice mak the Concluding Flayer. Voted that we adjourn to 
meet at this place to morow morning at ten a Clock, Wensday 13th at ten o 
Clock A.M. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. Voted that the Result of Councel Be ac- 
cepted. Voted that we adjourn to meet at this place immediately after the 
public Servisses of the installation, proceded to the meeting house for the 
Purpose of installing the Rd Abraham Wheeler agreably to the Result of Coun- 
cil, and which took place acordingly. Edward L. Parker, Scribe. 

A true Coppy Atest, Ephraim Eaton, Scribe." 

** The Reign of Messiah. A Sermon preached at the Installation of the 
Rev. Abraham Wheeler, in Candia, New Hampshire, January 13, 1819. 
By yoAn J/. Churchy Pastor of the Church in Pelham. Concord : Printed by 
George Hough, 181 9." 
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Chester, offered the installing prayer, Rev. John Kelly, of Hamp- 
stead, gave the charge, Rev. Stephen Bailey, of Raymond, ex- 
tended the right hand of fellowship, and Rev. Josiah Prentice, 
of Northwood, made the closing prayer. 

The Rev. Abraham Wheeler was born at Holden, Mass., in 
1779, graduated at Williams College in 1810, was settled as pastor 
at Fairhaven, Mass., in 1813, and dismissed by council in 1818. 
He remained pastor of the church in Candia, 13 years, 8 months, 
16 days, a pastorate next after that of Mr. Remington, the longest 
in town. In many respects his ministry may be regarded as most 
successful in far-reaching results of good. In 1822, occurred what 
is known in town as the Great Reformation, and soon after 160 
persons were received to the church in one year. But Mr. Wheeler 
uniformly attributed his success to the faithfulness of Mr. Rem- 
ington's ministry. And the installation sermon thus addresses the 
candidate, ** Look, my Brother, on the field now committed to your 
care. Behold it white already to the harvest. Here faithful men 
have laboured; and you enter into their labours. They have 
sown the precious seed ; and we hope the Lord sends you to reap 
the harvest ; that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may re- 
joice together." 

^In the beginning of 1832, by mutual agreement Mr. Wheeler 

^— ^1— ^— ~—^— ^— ^— ^^ ■ ■ ■ ' — ^ 

**i832, April 2. The Congregational Society <* voted that this Society give 
Rev. Abraham Wheeler a Salary of 400 Dollars annually so long as he re- 
mains their Minister, and that he may have four Sabbaths in a year to visit his 
friends, &c., and the manner of his dismission shall be the same as it was 
stated in his contract with the town. 

Mr. Wheeler stated to the Society that he accepted of the above offer, and 
that he would give up his contract with the town. Voted that the assessors 
be a committee to see that writings relative to Mr. Wheeler's contract with 
this Society, and his relinquishment of his contract with the town be properly 
executed." 

April 30, 1832. — ^Town Records. 

" Agreeably to the stipulation in my settlement, I hereby give public notice 
to the town of Candia that the contract between said town and myself will be 
null and void at the expiration of six months from this date. 

Abraham Whbelbr, Minister of the Gospel of the Town of Candia. 

Candia, April 30th, 1832." 

May II, 1832. Soc. Rec. " I hereby certify my acceptance of a call from 
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transferred his civil contract from the town to the Congregational 
Society, an event which in this place effected the entire separation 
of church and town. Near the close of 1832, Mr. Wheeler's 
ministry here terminated, the church taking the initiatory step. 

■ III ■»■■■■■■■■■■ »^» ■ »■■ !!■ ^y. ■»-... « »■■■■■■■■■■» »■ «-■■»■■■■■ I .1 ■ I I I I I ■ ■ ■ I ■ I M 

the Congregational Society, in Candia to be their Minister agreeable to a vote 
passed in their meeting April 2nd, 1832, and also, on condition that said So- 
ciety pay me annually four hundred Dollars, beginning the year 1st of March 
last, I relinquish my demand on the town of Candia from the first of March 
last as their Minister. A. Whbblbr. 

Candia, May 11, 1832." 

** August 16, 1832. At Chh. Meeting. Chose Henry Eaton, Dea. Daniel 
Fitts, John Wason, Fftrker Hills and Peter Eaton a committee of over tures. 

Motion by said Come. That it is the advice of this Chh. that the Rev. 
Abraham Wheeler ask to be Dismissed from the pastoral charge of them and 
this people, as soon as may be convenient. 

The motion passed by vote of 28 in^ favor, 12 against, while many did not 
vote, from 40 to 60 being present." 

Sept. 13, 1832. — Society Records. 

'* Rev. Abraham Wheeler. Sir — the undersigned who are your supporters 
as the Minister of the Congregational Church and Society in Candia, hereby 
express to you our dissatisfaction with you as our Minister, and consider that 
your contract with us as Minister and people will be at an end at the expira- 
tion of six months from the time you receive this notice, or any time previous 
if it be your pleasure. John Hubbard," and 91 others. 

This communication is accompanied by a certificate from the assessors of 
the Society, stating that the number of persons belonging to the Society is 139, 
and that 83 of the above named persons are members of said Society and com- 
pose a majority of the same." 

Oct. 3, 1832. — Church Records. 

" Rev. Abraham Wheeler having expressed his desire to be dismissed from 
his Pastoral relation to this Church and to unite with the Church in calling a 
Council, it was Voted that this church join with Mr. Wheeler in calling a 
Council for advice on that subject. Voted that the Council meet on Monday 
the 15th instant at one o'clock p.m. Voted to send to the Churches in Pem- 
broke, Deerfield, Raymond and East Parish in Chester. Voted that Brother 
Henry Eaton, Dea. A. Langford, Dea. D. Fitts, Brother John Lane and Dea. 
J. Shannon be a committee to attend the Council in behalf of the Church. 
Voted that said committee make arrangements for the accommodation of the 
Council. Attest, Dan. Fitts, Clerk." 

Oct. 15, 1832. — Minutes of Council. 

*' Agreeably to letters missive from the Congregational Church in Candia in 
connection with their Pastor, an Ecclesiastical Council convened Oct. 15, 1832, 
at I o'clock in Fitts' hall. 
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After leaving Candia, Mr. Wheeler labored with the Congrega- 
tional Church at Meredith Village, two years as stated supply. 
This was after the dismission of Rev. Joseph Lane> Apr. 8, 1833. 

The following persons were present : From the Church in Pembroke, Rev. 
Abraham Burnham, Pastor, and Brother Asa Merrill, delegate; From the 
Church in Deerfield, Rev. Nathaniel Wells, Pastor, and Brother John Eastman, 
delegate; From the Church in Raymond, Rev. Seth Farnsworth, Pastor, and 
Brother Ebeneser May, delegate; From the Church in Chester, Rev. Jonathan 
Gement, Pastor, Brother Stephen Dearborn, delegate. 

The Rev. Mr. Burnham was chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Mr. Qement, 
Scribe. Prayer was offered by the Moderator and the Council called to order. 
Communications were made by the Pastor and a Committee of the Church, the 
amount of which was that a dissolution of the pastoral relation was desired by 
both parties for the reasons therein specified. The ground of this desire 
seems to have been that the usefulness of the Pastor among this People was 
thought to be at at end. 

The Council being by themselves proceeded to consider the propriety of 
complying with the request of the Pastor and the Church. The Council de- 
cided to enquire of the Church whether they know of any thing in the moral 
and Ministerial character of the Rev. Mr. Wheeler which would prevent their 
concurring with the Council in a full recommendation of him to the Churches in 
their connection. The Committee were accordingly enquired of as to their 
feelings on this subject, and it appeared that they had no further communica- 
tions to make. 

The Council then decided that they could proceed no further; and after 
conferring with the Pastor and Church, it was resolved that the Council adjourn 
to meet again two weeks from this day at 10 o'clock a.m. 

Jonathan Clement, Scribe. *' 

"Oct. 29, 1832. The Council met according to adjournment. Prayer was 
offered by the Scribe. Communications were then called for, and one was 
presented by the committee of the church, the purport of which was that, at 
a regular meeting of the church such explanations and concessions were made 
by the Rev. Mr. Wheeler in relation to charges against his moral character, 
that the church votedHo recommend him as a Minbter in good standing. 

The Council being by themselves, proceeded to consider the propriety of 
dissolving the relation between the Pastor and the Church of this place; and 
after some discussion, unanimously passed the following resolutions : 

1st. That it is expedient to dissolve the pastoral relation between the 
Rev. Abraham Wheeler and the Congregational Church in Candia, and that 
said relation is hereby dissolved. 

2nd. That whereas no charges have been laid before this Council against 
Mr. Wheeler, and whereas he has made to the church such satisfaction as to 
the cause of their dbaffection, that they have recommended him as a Minister 
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While at Meredith^ twenty-eight persons joined the church ; two 
by letter, and twenty-six on profession. In 1836 he removed to 
Ohio and became an Episcopal clergyman. But he sent back word 
to his friends in Candia, that his views remained unchanged. The 
Rev. Emerson Davis, D,D,, in his manuscript history of the pas- 
tors of New England, says further of him : ** He became unable 
to preach after a few years, and there being no Episcopal church 
in Grafton, where he resided, he attended the Congregational 
church, sat in the pulpit with the pastor, and was esteemed for his 
piety and soundness in doctrine. He died there, Dec. 4, 1857, 
aged 78 years." 

^"^ June 12, 1833, the church gave the Rev. Thomas Riggs an 

in good standing, we therefore recommend him to the improvement of the 
Church of Christ wherever God in his Providence may open a door for him to 
labor; and we devoutly hope that he may in time to come be useful else- 
where, as he has been here in times past. 

3rd. The Council would conclude their result by affectionately commend- 
ing this church in its present afflicted and bereaved state, to the blessing of the 
great Head of the Church, earnestly hoping and praying that it may please 
him speedily to send them a Pastor after his own heart, and preserve them 
from disunion, and every weapon which may be formed against them. 

Voted that the above result be adopted and signed by the Moderator and 
Scribe and read by the Scribe to the church. 

Abraham Burnham, Moderator. 
Jonathan Clement, Scribe. 
A true copy of the original result. Attest, Jonathan Clement, Scribe. 

The above is a true copy of the attested copy of the original result of the 
Council. Attest, Dan. Fitts, Qerk of the Church.'* 

Oct. 22, 1832. ** At a church meeting held October 22, 1832, the follow- 
ing was passed into a vote. 

Whereas there have been some accusations brought by individuals against 
Rev. Mr. Wheeler, as to his moral character, the church having taken them 
into consideration, and the evidence in support of them, and also Mr. Wheel- 
er's explanations and concessions in relation to them, — 

Voted that we are so far satisfied in relation to this subject, as to recom- 
mend him as a Minister in good standing. 

Attest, Dan. Fitts, Qerk." 

*' 1832, Oct. 23. The society chose a committee " to supply the pulpit as 
soon as is convenient after it becomes vacant. . . . and voted to give the 
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invitation to settle as pastor, but there is no evidence that the so- 
ciety united in this call. It is certain Mr. Riggs did not accept it. 
He is supposed to be a native of Connecticut, graduated at Hamil- 
ton College in 1823, and at Andover Seminary in 1826, settled at 
Westmoreland, N. H., from 1836 to 1839, ^^^ afterward over a 
Presbyterian church at Constable, N. Y. 
^ October 18, 1833, ^^^ church and society in Candia, united 

committee discretionary power in regard to the time and manner, &c. of hire- 
ing candidates for the ministry.'* 

<< June 12, 1833, the church voted to give the Rev. Thomas Riggs a call to 
settle over this church as their pastor; 29 in favor, 6 against. 

Mr. Riggs did not accept the above caU.*' 

*" 1833. "At a Church meeting Oct. 18, 1833, it was voted unanimously 
That an invitation be given to Mr. Charles P. Russell to take the charge of 
this church as their Pastor. It was also resolved unanimously That we con- 
sider it desirable and proper that the Pastor ol a church should become a 
member of the church of which he is Pastor. 

Voted that the Qerk of the church should communicate the above vote 
and resolve to Mr. Russell, and report his answer to the church at their next 
meeting. Attest, Dan. Fitts, Qerk." 

Oct. 30, 1833. "Church meeting. Voted that a committee be chosen to 
transact any business in behalf of the church relative to the ordination of Mr. 
Russell, (if he should return an affirmative answer) which circumstances may 
render necessary previous to the next meeting of the church. Brothers John 
Lane, D. Fitts, Henry Eaton, Samuel Anderson and Josiah Lane were chosen 
said committee. Attest, Dan. Fitfs, Clerk." 

Oct. 18, 1833. — Society Records. 

" Voted unanimously that the society give Mr. Charles P. Russell a call to 
become their minister. Voted that the society will give the said Mr. Russell 
a salary of five hundred dollars annually, so long as he shall be our minister. 
Voted to allow Mr. Russell two Sabbaths annually for the purpose of visiting 
his friends if he wish it. Voted that in case Mr. Russell become the minister 
of this society, he may at any time terminate his ministry by giving the So- 
ciety three months notice, and that when a majority of the members T>f the 
society shall choose to terminate his ministry, they may do it by giving him 
the same notice." 
" To the church and Society composing the Congregational Society in Candia. 

Christian Brethren : I have received a communication containing an at- 
tested record of certain votes of said church and society giving me a call to 
become their pastor and religious teacher. 

I have given to this subject a serious and protracted consideration. Sensi- 
ble of the importance of the decision to be made, both as regards your wel- 
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in extending a call to Mr. Charles C. P. Russell, a native of Green- 
field, Mass., and a resident licentiate at Andover Seminary in 
1 83 1. The call was accepted by letter Nov. 4th. The coun- 

fare and my own usefulness, and feeling my dependence and weakness, I 
have earnestly sought wisdom at the source of wisdom to guide my delibera* 
tions. 

The result of those deliberations I now communicate to you. The third 
vote of the Society reads thus: "Voted to allow Mr. Russell two Sabbaths 
annually for the purpose of visiting his friends if he shall wish it." If the 
society shall think proper to alter that vote so as to give vat four Sabbaths for 
the purpose specified instead of two I have concluded to accept their call. 
And when such alteration shall be made, if made, and notice of it given me, 
this may be considered my final answer. 

II in the providence of God the contemplated connexion should be consum- 
mated, allow me in conclusion to express my wish and fervent prayer that it 
may prove a blessing to both you and me. 

Wishing you grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, I remain yours in the bonds of Christian love. 

CHARLBS P. RUSSBLL. 

Greenfield, Nov. 4, 1833." 

<* Nov. 13, 1833. This communication from Mr. R. being under consider- 
ation it was Voted that the vote of this Society passed on the i8th ult. to 
allow Mr. Russell two Sabbaths annually to visit his friends if he shall wbh it, 
be so altered as to allow him *' four Sabbaths for the purpose specified instead 
of two." Voted that the ordination be on the first Wednesday of Dec. next, 
or on such other day as Mr. Russell shall appoint." 

Nov. 13, 1833. "Church meeting, Mr. Russell having returned an af- 
firmative answer to the call of the Church & Society, Voted to concur with 
the Society in appointing the first Wednesday in December for the ordina- 
tion if it is agreeable to Mr. Russell. 

Voted to invite the Churches in Pembroke, Deerfield, Northwood, Ray- 
mond, Chester, East Parish, Chester, West Parish, Derry and Exeter, with 
such others as Mr. Russell may name, to assist by their Pastors and one dele- 
gate in the ordination of Mr. Russell. 

Voted that the Deacons of the Church be a Committee to send letters mis- 
sive to the above Churches, and to attend to all other business relative to the 
ordination, in behalf of the Church. Attest, Dan. Fitts, Clerk." 

1833. ''Agreeably to letters missive from the Congregational Church in 
Candia, an Ecclesiastical Council was convened in the hall over Capt. Eaton's 
store on Tuesday, Dec. 24, 1833. 

The Churches present by their Pastor and Delegates were, — Pembroke, 
Rev. Abraham Burnham, Pastor, Brother William Haseltine, Delegate; Exe- 
ter, Rev. John Smith, Pastor, Dea. Sherburne Blake, Delegate; Raymond^ 
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cil for ordination met Dec. 25, Rev. Abraham Burnham, moder- 
ator, Rev. Benjamin Sargent, scribe, Rev. Seth Famsworth, 
assistant scribe. Rev. Seth Farnsworth, of Raymond, made the 

Rev. Seth Farnsworth, Pastor, Dea. Daniel Tilton, Delegate; Chester East 
Parish, Rev. Jonathan Clement, Pastor, Brother Stephen Dearborn, Delegate; 
Chester West Parish, Rev. Benjamin Sargent, Pastor, Dea. Pike Chase, Dele- 
gate; Deerfield, Rev. Nathaniel Wells, Pastor; Derry, Rev. Edward L. Par- 
ker, Pastor. 

Chose Rev. A. Bumham, Moderator; Rev. B. Sargent, Scribe, and Rev. 
S. Farnsworth, Assistant Scribe. Prayer by the Moderator. 

At the request of the Council the Church and Society exhibited copies of 
their doings with regard to the settlement of the Pastor elect. The Candidate 
also presented a license to preach the Gospel in which was expressed his regu- 
lar standing in the Church, and after examination of the above papers, 
Voted that the Council consider them satisfactory. 

Having attended to the examination of Mr. Charles P. Russell, respecting 
his Christian experience, his Theological knowledge, his views in entering the 
Ministry and other qualifications, Voted that the examination be sustained. 
Voted that we proceed to the appointment of parts connected with the ordina- 
tion of Mr. Russell, and that the exercises of the ordination commence at 10 
o'clock to morrow morning. Voted that Rev. Mr. Farnsworth make the 
introductory prayer, that Rev. Mr. Clement preach the sermon, that Rev. 
Mr. Sargent make the ordaining prayer, that Rev. Mr. Burnham give the 
charge, that Rev. Mr. Smith give the right hand of fellowship, that Rev. Mr. 
Parker address the People, that Rev. Mr. Wells make the concluding prayer. 
Voted to adjourn to this hall at 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, Dec. 25. Met according to adjournment. Voted that this 
Council adjourn sine die at the close of the publick exercises. Voted that the 
doings of this Council be signed and read in publick. 

Abraham Burnham, Moderator. 

Benjamin Sargent, Scribe. 

Seth Farnsworth, Assistant Scribe. 

A true copy of the original proceedings of the Council. 

Attest, Benjamin Sargent, Scribe. 

The foregoing is a true copy of an attested copy of the original proceedings 
of the Council. Attest, Dan. Fitts, Clerk of the Church." 

1 84 1. — Society Records. 

**Rev. Mr. Russell's request for a dismission presented first of March 1841. 

Christian Friends. It is now between seven and eight years since I became 
your pastor. The connection then formed has been productive of much hap- 
piness to myself, and I hope not altogether unproductive of the great results 
for which it was formed to us both. It is to me therefore with no ordinary 
feelings of regret that the time is near that this connexion must be severed* 
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introductory prayer. Rev. Jonathan Clement, of Chester, preached 
the sermon, Rev. Benjamin Sargent, of West Parish, Chester, 
offered the ordaining prayer, Rev. Abraham Burnham, of Pern- 

, II — — — 

The immediate cause which has led me to this conclusion, I hardly need say, 
is the state of my health. However painful the necessity of a separation from 
a people from the great majority of whom I have received nothing but kind- 
ness, duty both to myself and you seems clearly to demand it. 

The terms which as a religious society you made me in the call which I 
received to become your minister, and which by your acceptance of them, be- 
came a mutual agreement between us, are such, that either party when a sepa- 
ration is desired, may offer to the other a notice to that effect three months 
beforehand, and the connection between us as pastor and people ceases of 
course. It is my object in this communication to present you with such a no- 
tice. At the expiration therefore of three months, you will unite with me in 
calling an ecclesiastical council in order to perfect the dissolution. In the 
meantime I shall continue as my health will permit to perform my usual duties, 
and when unable I shall supply the pulpit at my own expense. 

Brethren and friends: Let the kindness of feeling which, with a very few 
and unimportant exceptions has hitherto marked our intercourse be still con- 
tinued and cherished. There is no reason why it should not. Let us be able 
in after time to look back with no feeling but pleasure, and forward to a 
blessed meeting in heaven. 

A true copy attest, IsA Lanb, Clerk." 

April 5, 1 84 1. *' Voted that the business of calling a council to dismiss 
Rev. Mr. Russell agreeably to his request, be referred to the Church; and in 
relation to religious instruction in future, it was voted to choose a committee 
to procure such instruction, and Rev. Mr. Russell, Dea Francis Patten, J. C. 
Langford, Esq., and Freeman Parker were elected as said committee." 

1841. "Church Meeting, May, 1841. Chose Dea. Shannon, Dea. Buswell 
and Joshua Lane a committee on behalf of the church, to unite with Rev. Mr. 
Russell, in calling a council to act in relation to his requesting a dismission." 

May 26, 1 84 1. "At a meeting of the Church on the 26 May, 1841, the 
following vote was passed: Voted that our beloved pastor Rev. C. P. Russell < 
is an able and faithful minister of the Gospel and of an amiable and un- 
blemished Christian and ministerial character. And although on account of ill 
health it is expedient that the pastoral relation between us be dissolved, yet 
should his health be restored as we sincerely hope it will soon be, we most 
cordially recommend him to the confidence and service of the Church of Christ 
wherever God in his providence may cast his lot. Isa Lane, Clerk." 

'* In consequence of letters missive from the Rev. Charles P. Russell and 
the Congregational Church in Candia, of which he is pastor, an ecclesiastical 
council convened at the house of Dr. Isaiah Lane, May 26, 1841, at 11 
o'clock a. m. for the purpose of taking into consideration the expediency of 
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broke, gave the charge to the pastor, Rev. John Smith, of Exeter, 
extended the right hand of fellowship. Rev. Edward L. Parker, of 
Deny, addressed the people. Rev. Nathaniel Wells, of Deerfield, 
made the concluding prayer. 

Mr. Charles Cotesworth Pinkney Russell was pastor of the 
church at Candia, 7 years, 5 months, and i day. His request for 

dissolving the pastoral relation subsisting between Rev. Mr. Russell and said 
church. 

Present the following churches by their pastors and delegates: Congrega- 
tional church in Deerfield, Rev. Nath. Wells, Pastor, Brother Jona. Ambrose, 
Delegate; Congregational church in Pembroke, Rev. A. Burnham, Pastor, 
Dea. Joseph Gale, Delegate; Presbyterian church in Derry, Rev. Edward L. 
Parker, Pastor; Congregational church in Derry, Dea. Nathaniel Parker, Del- 
egate. The council was organized by choosing Rev. Nathaniel Wells, Moder- 
ator, and Rev. Edward L. Pftrker, Scribe. Opened with prayer by the moder- 
ator, and adjourned to meet at one o'clock p. m. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. Rev. Mr. Russell presented before the 
council the communication which he had made to the church and people, re- 
questing that the relation between them might be dissolved, assigning as the 
reason that the state of his health was such that he was satisfied he could not 
perform the duties of the pastoral office. The church by their committee as- 
sented to the statement of Mr. Russell and expressed the wish that in conse- 
quence of the failure of his health, the council if they deem it expedient dis- 
solve the relation existing between them and their pastor. 

Whereupon, Voted unanimously that for the reason assigned, the pas- 
toral relation between Rev. Charles P. Russell and the Congregational church 
and people in Candia be dissolved after the last Sabbath of the present month. 
On motion, Voted that whereas nothing has come before this council to the 
disadvantage of Rev. Mr. Russell, but harmony and good feelings subsist be- 
tween him and his people, we hereby recommend him as an able minister of 
the Gospel and of unblemished Christian and ministerial character. And 
should his health be restored, as we sincerely hope it will soon be, we can 
most cordially recommend him to the confidence and service of the Church of 
Chrbt wherever God in his providence may cast his lot. 

On motion voted that the foregoing record be adopted by the council and 
signed by the Moderator and Scribe. 

Candia, May 26, 1841. 

Nathl. Wells, Moderator. 
Edward L. Parker, Scribe. 

On motion voted that the Council adjourn Sine Die. 

Edward L. Parker, Scribe. 
A true copy, Isa Lane, Qerk of the Church." 
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dismission was presented to the church, March i, 1841. He was 
dismissed by council, Rev. Nathaniel Wells, moderator, Rev. Ed- 
ward L. Parker, scribe, May 26, 1841. The same day the church 
" Voted that our beloved pastor. Rev. C. P. Russell, is an able and 
faithful minister of the Gospel, and of an amiable and unblem- 
ished Christian and ministerial character. And although on ac- 
count of ill health it is expedient that the pastoral relation be- 
tween us be dissolved, yet should his health be restored, as we 
sincerely hope it will soon be, we most cordially recommend him 
to the confidence and service of the Church of Christ wherever 
God in his providence may cast his lot." Since his dismission, 
Mr. Russell has been in the employ of the post office department, 
Washington, D. C. ''He combined in an unusual degree the 
qualities of the scholar and gentleman, and has a lasting place in 
the affection of many of the Christian people of Candia." — ^aton. 
<^^The church and society united in extending a call to Mr. 

** 1841. << Church Meeting, Oct. 25, 1841. 

Voted unanimously that this church will give Mr. Wm. Murdock a call to 
become our pastor. Voted that Dea. Buswell and J. C. Langford be a com« 
mittee to wait on Mr. Murdock and present him with the above vote. Voted 
that John Lane and Dea. Fta.tten be a committee on the part of the church to 
call a council to ordain Mr. Murdock.*' 

Oct. 25, 1 84 1 — Society Records. 

" Voted unanimously that this society will give Mr. Wm. Murdock a call to 
become our minister; that as a compensation for his services we will give him 
five hundred dollars a year and pay him semi-annually; that we will allow him 
two Sabbaths in a year to visit his friends if he shall wish it, and that when- 
ever he or a majority of this society shall wish to terminate his ministry, either 
party may do so by giving the other three months' notice. Voted that the 
assessors of this Society be a committee of arrangements for the ordination, 
that the ordination be on the first Wednesday of December next, and that A. 
Emerson be a committee to unite with the committee of the church in calling 
the council to ordain Mr. Murdock." 

*<Candia, Oct. 25, 1841. 
Dear Brethren and Friends: 

Having had the subject of settling with you in the gospel ministry before 
my mind for several weeks, and given it that serious consideration which it de- 
mands, I need not hesitate to give you the result of my deliberations. It was 
not my expectation or wish to settle so soon after completing a public educa- 
tion, for, conscious of my inexperience, and distrusting my ability to sustain 
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Wm. Murdocky Oct 25, 1841, and he was ordained Dec. i, 1841. 
Rev. Abraham Bumham was moderator, and Rev. P. B. Day, scribe 
of the council. Rev. William Murdock was bom at West Boylston, 

myself under the varied and trying duties of the pastoral office, I shrunk from 
a responsibility so solemn and fearful. But the interest awakened in my mind 
in this people, and the unanimity which has characterized both church and so- 
ciety in their action upon this subject, have led me to feel that the providence 
of God was designing this as my field of labour. 

Trusting therefore in your co-operation, in your indulgence towards me, 
and in your constant support, and relying upon Him from whom all my 
strength must come, I cordially accede to your wishes. 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

Wlf. MCTRDOCK." 

"Candia, Nov. 30, 1841. 

Agreeably to letters missive from the Church of Christ in Candia to call a 
council for the purpose of ordaining Mr. Wm. Murdock, there were present 
from the church in Pembroke, Rev. Abraham Bumham, Pastor, Br. Wm. Kim- 
ball, Delegate; First Presbyterian Church in Derry, Rev. Edward L. Parker, 
Pastor, Dea. Joseph Jennis, Delegate; Cong. Church in Chester, Rev. Jona- 
than Qement, Pastor, Dea. John Lane, Delegate; Evangelical Church in 
Pepperell, Rev. David Andrews, Pastor, Br. Henry Jewett, Delegate; First 
Congregational Church in Derry, Rev. P. B. Day, Pastor, Br. David Clement, 
Delegate; Congl Church in Deerfield, Rev. Ephraim N. Hidden, Pastor; Rev. 
Nathaniel Wells, Delegate; Congl Church in Manchester, Rev. Cyrus W. Wal- 
lace, Pastor, Dea. Hiram Brown, Delegate; Congl Church in Raymond, Rev. 
John C. Page, Pastor, Dea. Daniel N. Lane, Delegate. 

The Council organized by choosing Rev. A. Burnham, Moderator, and Rev. 
P. B. Day, Scribe. Opened with prayer. 

The proceedings of the Church and Society in relation to the call of Mr. 
Murdock having been read and by vote declared to be satisfactory as explained 
by the clerk of the church, and his answer having also been read and declared 
satisfactory, the council proceeded to the examination of the candidate. 

« 

After attending to his examination in relation to his standing in the church and 
ministry, his Theological opinions, his religious experience, and his views in 
entering the ministry, it was unanimously voted that the examination be sus- 
tained. 

The appointment of the following persons was then made to attend the ex- 
ercises of the ordination. Invocation and reading of the Scripture by Rev. 
Mr. Hidden, Introductory prayer by Rev. N. Wells, Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Parker, consecrating prayer by Rev. Mr. Burnham, Charge to the Pastor by 
Rev. Mr. Clement, Right hand of Fellowship by Rev. Mr. Andrews, Charge 
to the People by Rev. Mr. Day. Voted to adjourn to eight o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 
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Mass., in 1 8 13, graduated at Amherst College, 1837, and at An- 
dover Seminary, 1841. He asked a dismission April 2, 1853, to 
take place the first of May following, and was dismissed by council 

Dec. I . Met according to adjournment. Voted that the public exercises 
commence at 1 1 o'clock. Voted that the above minutes be adopted as the 
doings of this council. Voted that after the public exercises the council ad- 
journ without day. A. Burnham, Moderator. 

Attest, P. B. Day, Scribe. 

A true copy Attest, ISA Lane, Oerk of the Church.'' 

1853. "The following is the statement and request of the Rev. Mr. Mur- 
dock to the church and society : 
' To the G>ngregational church and society, I submit the following statement 

and request : 

The connection existing between us as minister and people has continued 
over eleven years. The numerous and arduous duties devolving upon me have 
presented draughts upon all my physical and mental resources. As many as 
eight hundred members of this community have depended on me for all the 
pastoral supervision they were to expect from any source, and this with my 
preparation for all the public and private religious services to which I have 
been called has needed all and more than all the strength and power I have 
been able to command. Such as I have had I have cheerfully expended in the 
work. From the nature of the work itself, but little relaxation from its anxie- 
ties and labors can be taken. I now find that has been in my case insufficient, 
and my general health has been gradually undermined. The labors of the 
past year have been performed under more than ordinary difficulties and dis- 
couragements, and with the approach of the warm season, I find myself dis- 
abled for duty. My state of health frustrated entirely some of my plans for 
lectures and pastoral labor during the winter, and crippled essentially all my 
efforts. I am at present physically unequal to the work, and without a season 
of rest, cannot continue it with safety to myself or the needed benefit to those to 
whom I minister. Under these circumstances and for this reason, I request of 
the church and society a release from my ministerial and civil contract to date, 
from the first of May or at such other time as we may mutually see fit to 
select. Having earnestly supplicated for divine guidance in relation to the 
course now adopted, and pleading for that guidance and blessing for you in all 
your present and future deliberations, I submit the whole subject for your con- 
sideration and decision. Wm. Murdock. 
Candia, April 2nd, 1853." 

April 20, 1853. — Society Records. 

" Voted to grant Rev. Wm. Murdock's request in regard to closing the con« 
tract existing between him and the Congregational society, on the first of May 
next. 

Voted the Rev. Wm. Murdock have the use of the Parsonage till fall by 
paying the same rent be has paid previously." 
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July s» 1354. Rev. S. C. Bartlett was moderator, and Rev. David 
Burt, scribe of the council. After leaving Candia, Mr. Murdock 
was stated supply at Boylston, Mass., from 1857 to 1859, at Cen- 

Oct. 31, 1853. *' Voted to give the Rev. Wm. Murdock the rent of the 
Parsonage from the first of May to the present time.*' 

June 15, 1853. — Church Records. 

'* The Rev. William Murdock Resigned the office of Clerk of this Church, 
and Coffin M. French was chosen to fill the vacancy." 

1854, Feb. 27. " Motion that the above committee [Jesse R. Fitts, Na- 
than Carr and N. B. Hall,] unite with Rev. William Murdock to call a council 
to act relative to his dismission. Which was postponed to a future meeting.*' 

May 24, 1854. "At a regular church meeting the following Preamble and 
Resolution was passed unanimously : 

Whereas the contract between the Rev. Wm. Murdock and the Congrega- 
tional Society in Candia was that when either party wished to close the con- 
tract, they could by giving to the other three months notice; and whereas the 
Rev. Wm. Murdock on the first Monday in April 1853, did give to the said 
Society the notice required, assigning as a reason the infirmity of hb physical 
system not being able to perform the duties of his pastoral officCf and ask to 
be released on the first of May following, and the said Society voted to grant 
him a release agreeable to his request, therefore, 

Resolved, that with advice and consent of Council we do grant him a re- 
lease from his pastoral duties with us, and recommend him as a man of good 
character and a devoted Christian, and do recommend him to the service of the 
church wherever God in his providence may see fit to employ him. 

Voted that Jesse R. Fitts, Nathan Carr and N. B. Hall be a committee on 
the part of the Church to unite with the Rev. Wm. Murdock to call a council 
to act in relation to his asking a dismission. 

A true Record, Coffin M. French, Clerk." 

July 5, 1854. '^Agreeably to letters missive from the Congregational Ch. 
in Candia, and Eccl. council convened in the Meeting house of said Ch. July 
5, 1854, at 9 o'clock A.M. The council was organized by the choice of Rev. 
S. C. Bartlett for Moderator, and of Rev. D. Burt for Scribe. Prayer was of- 
fered by the Moderator, after which it appeared that the following chhs. were 
represented in the council. 



Chhs. 
Auburn, 
Raymond, 
I Ch. in Derry, 

1 Ch. in Manchester, 

2 Ch in Manchester, 
Deerfield, 
Hanover, 



Pastors. 
Rev. James Holmes, 
Rev. D. Burt, 
Rev. J. W. Wellman, 

Rev. S. C. Bartlett, 
Rev. E. F. Abbott, 
Rev. N. Lord, D.D. 



Delegates. 
Bro. Isaac Hall 
Dea. D. N. Lane 

Bro. Stephen Smith 

Dea. A. M. Chapin 

Dea. David Smith 
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tre Harbor, N. H., in i86i| and now resides at West Boylston, 
Mass.| without charge. 

The request of Rev. Wm. Murdock that the pastoral relation existing be- 
tween himself and the Ch. in Candia might be dissolved, was then read. Also 
the vote of the Ch. granting the same at the expiration of three months. Ver- 
bal statements were also made by Mr. Murdock respecting the cause which 
undermined his health and impaired his influence and led him to ask a dissolu- 
tion of the pastoral relation subsisting between him and the Ch. Statements 
in relation to the matter were also made by members of the Ch. 

Voted that we sanction the dissolution of the Pastoral relation existing be- 
tween this Ch. and Rev. Wm. Murdock, and that in coming to this conclusion, 
we express our entire confidence ip Bro. Murdock as a judicious and faithful 
Minister of the gospel, and cordially recommend him to the chhs. of our Lord. 
We regret to believe that his usefulness has been impaired in his labors for 
this people by an unwarrantable opposition on the part of some, and by a 
want of co-operation on the part of other members of the Ch. We sincerely 
hope that the Pastor elect will meet with a cordial and efficient support from 
all the members of the Ch. in all his plans of usefulness. 

The call of the Ch. and Society to the Rev. Wm. Herrick to become Pastor 
and religious teacher was then read, and also his acceptance of the same. 

Voted that we regard the papers satisfactory, yet we disapprove of the 
clause making provision for the dissolution of the pastoral relation on three 
months notice, which provision we regard as uncongregational in principle and 
injurious in tendency. Voted that the papers of the pastor elect setting forth 
bis Ch. and EccU standing be deemed satisfactory. 

The pastor elect was then examined as to his religious experience, his mo- 
tives in entering the ministry, his doctrinal views and his ability to defend the 
same. Voted that the Rev. Wm. Murdock be invited to sit in the council as a 
corresponding member. Also Rev. Robert Crossett. Voted that the examina- 
tion of the candidate is satisfactory, and that a committee be appointed to as- 
sign the parts for the exercises of the installation. This committee made the 
following report. 

Invocation and reading of the Scriptures, Rev. E. F. Abbot. Introductory 
prayer. Rev. Wm. Murdock. Sermon, Rev. N. Lord, D.D. Installing prayer, 
Rev. James Holmes. Charge to the pastor. Rev. J. W. Wellman. Fellowship 
of the churches. Rev. David Burt. Address to the people. Rev. S. C. Bart- 
lett. Concluding prayer. Rev. Robert Crossett. Voted to adjourn until 2 
o'clock P.M., and that after the publick services, the Council be dissolved. 

S. C. Bartlett, Moderator. 
D. Burt, Scribe. 
A true copy Attest, 

Coffin M. French, Clerk of the Church." 
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7® Oct. 3i» 1853, the church and society in Candia extended a 
call to Mr. J. R. Herricki which was not accepted. Rev. John R. 
Herricky D.D., was a native of Vermont, graduated at University 
of Vermont, 1847, studied at Auburn Theological Seminary, and 
graduated at Andover, 1852, was pastor of a Presbyterian church 
in Malone, N. Y., from 1856 to 1867, and since Professor of 
Theology at Bangor Seminary. 

^^ A united call of the church and society was extended to Rev. 

^ 1853, Oct. 31. — Society Records. 

"Voted that we give Mr. J. R. Herrick a call to become our Minister. 
Aff. 38. Nay none. 

Voted that as a compensation for his services we will give him six hundred 
dollars a year, and the use of the Parsonage, that we will allow him two Sab- 
baths a year to visit his friends if he shall wish it, and that whenever he or a 
majority of the society shall wish to terminate his ministry, either party may 
do so by giving the other three months notice. Aff. 29. Nay, none." 

"At a Church Meeting, Oct. 31, 1853, it was voted unanimously that an 
invitation be given to Mr. J. R. Herrick to become our Pastor. Voted that 
the Clerk of the church be a committee to communicate the above vote to Mr. 
J. Herrick. Attest, Coffin M. French, Clerk. 

Mr. Herrick returned a negative answer to our call.*' 

'^ 1854, Feb. II. "At a church meeting held this day, it was voted un- 
animously that the Church give a call to Rev. Wm. T. Herrick to become their 
Pastor. Voted that the Clerk be a committee to inform the Rev. W. T. Her- 
rick of the doings of this meeting. 

Attest, Coffin M. Frknch, Qerk.*' 

Feb. II, 1854. — Society Records. 

"Voted to give the Rev. W. T. Herrick a call to become their pastor by a 
unanimous vote. Voted as a compensation (or his services to give him six 
hundred dollars a year and the use of the Parsonage; to allow him two Sab- 
baths a year to visit his friends if he shall wish it, and whenever be or a ma- 
jority of the society shall wish to terminate his ministry, either party may do 
so, by giving the other three months notice." 

"Rev. Wm. T. Herrick answer to the call of the church and society of Candia. 
'To the Congregational Church in Candia, N. H. 

Dear Brethren. — I have received through your Qerk & the Clerk of your 
Society, a call to become your pastor, & on the part of the society proposals 
for my temporal support. Having taken the doings of your church & society 
respecting me into serious & prayerful consideration, and regarding your invi- 
tation as the voice of God calling me to Candia so that I may labor among you 
in harmony with the indications of divine Providence, I do not feel at liberty 
to decline your call. Yet I should not venture to accept it did I not expect (as I 
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W.T. Henicki Feb. ii, 1854. An affirmative answer was given 
Feb. 20f and the installing council convened July 5. It was the 
same council which dismissed the Rev. William Murdock. The 

Jiave a right to do) that I shall be encouraged & sustained in my ministry among 
you, by your ready sympathy, your hearty co-operation & your earnest prayers 
in my behalf. Relying upon this & expecting that you will receive me as a 
minister of Christ indeed, but at the same time as an imperfect man like your- 
selves, so that there will be occasion for mutual forbearance and forgiveness, I 
accept your invitation to take the oversight of you in the Lord. The pro- 
vision made by your society for my temporal support is satisfactory. Wishing 
you grace, mercy and peace from God our Father & Christ Jesus our Lord, I am 
dear brethren your servant in the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Wm. T. Herrick. 

WiNOOSKi Falls, Vt., Feb'y 20, i854.»* 

Feb. 27, 1854. "At a church meeting held this day, voted that Jesse R. 
Fitts, Nathan Carr and N. B. Hall be a committee on the part of the church to 
transact any business that may be necessary relative to the installation of Rev. 
W. T. Herrick." 

Installation occurred July 5, i854. See 69. 

1858, Apr. 19. — Society Records. 

**Motioned that the derk be instructed to give Mr. Herrick notice that the 
contract between him and this society will close in three months from the 
twentieth day of April, 1858. Said motion passed by a vote in the affirma- 
tive; 21 voting in Aff., 18 voting in Neg." 

«At Ch. Mtg. June 16, 1858. The Pastor of the church laid before the 
meeting the following communication. 
To the members of the Congl. Church in Candia. 

Beloved in the Lord. Inasmuch as the*Society which is accustomed to co- 
operate with this church in the settlement of a Pastor, & which alone is re- 
sponsible for the payment of his salary, has served a notice on me that the 
contract between said society & myself will close in three months from the 
twentieth of April, 1858, Therefore you are hereby requested to unite with 
me in calling a mutual council, to consider the propriety of dissolving the 
pastoral relation subsisting between us, Sc if thought proper, to dismiss me 
from the ministerial charge of this church & the congregation usually worship- 
ing with it. Wishing you grace, mercy and peace, I am, yours in the Lord, 

Wm. T. Hbrrick, Pastor. 

Candia, June 16, 1858.' 

On motion of Dea. Shannon the church voted to comply with the above 
request, & appointed Dea. Shannon, Dea. French & Dea. Gilchrist a com- 
mittee to act with the Pftstor in carrying out said vote." 

'*July 1 4, 1858. At a regular Church Meeting, Josiah Shannon, Coffin M. 
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Rev. William Tyler Herrick was an elder brother of Prof. John 
R. Herricki graduated at University of Vermont^ 1839, was one 
year with the class that graduated at Andover Seminary in 18481 

French and Alexander Gilchrist were chosen a committee to appear before the 
council in behalf of the Church." 

"July ai, 1858. At a regular Church Meeting the following Preamble and 
Resolutions were presented and passed. 

Whereas* the condition of the settlement between the Rev. Wm. T. Her- 
rick and the Congregational Society in Candia was, that either party might 
close the contract by giving the other three months notice, and the Society 
having given the Rev. Mr. Herrick said notice on the 19th day of April 1858, 
and the Church having united with him in calling a mutual council to act in 
relation to a dissolution of the Pastoral relation existing between us, therefore. 

Resolved, That with the advice of said council the Pastoral relation be- 
tween us be dissolved. 

Resolved, That we esteem the Rev. Wm. T. Herrick a faithful and de- 
voted Pastor & cordially recommend him to the service of the church wher- 
ever God in his Providence shall see fit to call him." 

"Candia, July ai, 1858. 

An Ecclesiastical Council convened in Candia according to letters missive. 
Rev. E. N. Hidden was chosen Mod., and Rev. W. W. Condit, Scribe, and 
Dea. H. L. Boltwood, assist. Scribe. The following churches were repre- 
sented: Auburn, Rev. James Holmes, Pastor, Dea. J. Buswell, Delegate; 
1st Church Derry, Rev. E. N. Hidden, Pastor, Br. Nehemiah Choate, Dele- 
gate; 1st Cong. Church Derry, Rev. E. G. Parsons, Pastor, Dea. H. L. Bolt- 
wood, Delegate; ist Church Manchester, Dea. S. Smith, Delegate; Raymond, 
Rev. D. B. Bradford, Pastor, Bro. Joseph Blake, Delegate; Pembroke, Rev. 
L. Goodrich, Pastor, Bro. Samuel Colby, Delegate; Deerfield, Rev. W. W. 
Condit, Pastor, Bro. W. B. Condit, Delegate. 

The papers in relation to the business before the Council were read con- 
taining a request for the dissolution of the Pastoral relation. Statements were 
fully made by all parties desiring so to do, and after due consultation the 
Council came to the following Result. 

It is the judgment of the Council that the notice served upon their Pastor by 
vote of the Society, *That the contract between them should close in three 
months' was of at least doubtful legality inasmuch as this specific action was 
not contemplated in the Warrant by which the meeting of the Society was 
called; that this summary method of dissolving the sacred engagement which 
binds a Minister to his charge is highly objectionable in itself as tending to 
lower the character and influence of the Pastoral relation, and also as it is 
contrary to the established modes of regular congregational societies which 
provide that the 'Removal of a Pastor must not be harshly attempted, but with 
much consideration, consultation, supplication, and sincere desire to follow the 
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ordained at Winooski, Vt, May 28, 1851, where he remained till 
he came to Candia. He was dismissed from this place by council 
July 2iy 1858. After leaving Candia, he was stated supply at Pel- 
ham, N. H., from 1858 to 1861, and at Clarendon, Vt, from 1861 
to 1863, when he was settled as pastor of the church and remained 
tilli87i. 

''s Jan. 24, 1859, a call was given to Rev. E. N. Hidden and he 

conduct of heaven.' Yet the state of feeling is such brought about by influ- 
ences over which the Pastor had no control, that in the judgment of this 
Council the Pastoral relation subsisting between Rev. Wm. T. Herrick and this 
Church ought to be and hereby is dissolved. The Council would express their 
entire confidence in the retiring Pastor and commend him to the churches of 
our order as an able, faithful and successful minister of Jesus Christ, who has 
greatly endeared himself to us in the varied exercises of his social and Chris- 
tian virtues. They would also express their Christian sympathy for the church 
in their present destitute condition, hoping that God will unite their hearts in 
mutual affection and Christian fellowship, and pray that the good Shepherd of 
Israel will send them a pastor to break to them the bread of life. 

Signed, E. N. Hidden, Mod. 

W. W. C6NDIT, Scribe. 
A true copy, Attest, Edmund Hill, Qerk of the Church." 

" *< January 24, 1859. At a regular Meeting of the Church held this day, 
the Church voted to give the Rev. E. N. Hidden a call to become our Futor. 
Voted the Clerk be a committee to inform the Rev. E. N. Hidden of the vote 
of the Church. Voted to adjourn. 

Edmund Hill, Clerk." 
Jan. 24, 1859. Society Records. 
"Voted to concur with the vote of the Church in giving a call to the Rev. 
E. N. Hidden. 

Voted the society keep the Parsonage buildings in proper repair in future 
time, and also pay the taxes upon the same. 

Voted to give the Rev. E. N. Hidden six hundred dollars a year and the 
use of the Parsonage, also to allow him two Sabbaths a year if he wish it. 
Voted that either party may close the contract by giving the other three 
months notice." 

Rbv. E. N. Hiddbn's Answer. 

'<Derry, April I5tli, 1859. 
To the Congl Church and Society, Candia, N. H. 
Beloved Brethren and Friends,^* 

I have long and prayerfully considered your call of Jan. a5tb to me to be- 
come your Pastor, and relying upon your patience and forbearance, your 
sympathy, cooperation and prayers, and above all upon the approbation and 
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was installed Nov. 2, 1859. He was dismissed by council, Nov. 16, 
1864. The Rev. Ephraim Nelson Hidden was bom at Tamworth, 
N. H.y Aug. 28, 181 1, the son of Ephraim, the nephew of Rev. 

blessing of the Great Head of the Church without which all our efforts are un- 
availing, I accept of your call to enter upon your service, if life and health be 
spared me, in six months from present date, viz. the i^^ of Oct. next. 

Yrs truly, 

E. N. HiDDKN." 

The Society '*voted to renew the call to the Rev. E. N. Hidden upon the 
same terms as before, and agree to wait the six months." 

Sep. 24, 1859. "Voted a committee of two be chosen to unite with the 
committee of the church in calling a council to assist in the installation of 
Rev. E. N. Hidden. Voted to choose a committee to make arrangements for 
the installation and to assist in removing the goods of E. N. Hidden, etc." 

Candia, Nov. 2Bd, 1859. 

An Ecclesiastical Council was duly convened at the meeting house in 
Candia for the purpose of examining and installing Rev. E. N. Hidden as 
Pastor, also for the purpose of examining and ordaining Mr. J. H. Fitts as an 
Evangelist. . 

Rev. C. W. Wallace was chosen Moderator, and Rev. W. W. Condit 
Scribe. The Council was opened with Prayer by the Moderator. The follow- 
ing churches were represented in council, via. — 

Manchester, !•< Ch. C. W. Wallace, Pastor, J. L. Spofford, Delegate; 
Deerfield, Rev. W. W. Condit, Pastor, Bro. Andrew Simpson, Del.; Pelham, 
Rev. W. T. Herrick, Pastor; Auburn, Rev. James Holmes, Pastor, Dea. J. 
Buswell, Delegate; Chester, Rev. H. O. Howland, Pastor, Bro. Ephraim 
Orcutt, Delegate; Biddeford, Me., Pftvillion church, Rev. Charles Tenney, 
Pastor; Raymond, D. N. Lane, Delegate. 

The papers with reference to the standing of the Pastor elect, his dis- 
mission from his previous charge and recommendation by the council, were 
received and voted satisfactory. Also the standing of the Candidate for ordi- 
dation, Mr. J. H. Fitts, was examined and voted satisfactory; and the Council 
proceeded to the examination of the Candidates. 

The Council being by themselves, voted that the examination of both can- 
didates is satisfactory. Rev. E. N. Hidden, Mr. J. H. Fitts and Rev. W. T. 
Herrick were appointed a committee to make arrangements for the services of 
Installation and Ordination, who reported the following order of exercises, viz, 

I. Anthem by the Choir. Invocation and reading Scripture, Rev. M. 
Patten. 2. Introductory Prayer, Rev. Mr. Condit. 3. Sermon, Rev. 
Charles Tenney. 4. Ordaining and Installing prayer. Rev. C. W. Wallace. 
5. Charge to the Pastor, Rev. W. T. Herrick. 6. Fellowship of the 
Churches, Rev. C. W. Wallace. 7. Anthem. 8. Address to the people, 
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Samuel, and the grandson of Price Hidden, of Rowley, Mass., the 
home of the family in America. He fitted for college at Exeter 
Academy, graduated at Dartmouth 1835, was preceptor of Gilman- 

Rev. W. W. Condit. 9. Concluding Prayer, Rev. H. O. Howland. 10. 
Singing. 11. Benediction by the Pastor. 

C. W. Wallace, Moderator. 

W. W. CoNDiT, Scribe. 

A true copy. Attest, 

Edmund Hill, Gerk of the Church. 

1864. '*To the Congl Society, Candia, N. H. 
Dear Brethren and Friends. 

In accordance with the terms of my settlement with you as your minister, 
that '*the contract might be closed by either party giving the other three 
months notice," I hereby give that notice. 

And I would ask it as a favor that I be not required to stay the whole of the 
three months, but be permitted to close my labors with you, on the last 
Sabbath of the year. 

In giving this notice and making this request be assured of my kind feeling 

towards you all, and my high appreciation of your unvarying kindness to me 

and mine. Nothing but a sense of duty impels me to this step. 

Yrs truly, 

E. N. Hidden. 
Candia, N. H., Oct. 25^, 1864. 

Nov. 5, 1864. Church Records. 

"The following communication was presented by the Gerk from Rev. E. 
N. Hidden. 

To the Congl Church, Candia, N. H. 
Dear Brethren. 

Having given that notice to the society by which, according to the condi- 
tion of my settlement, my ministerial connection with them will soon cease, I 
would therefore respectfully, request a dismission from you as your pastor. 

I desire that at your business meeting after the Preparatory Lecture you 
would vote to grant my request, and appoint a committee to call a Council to 
ratify the dismission and give the usual recommendation. 

In making this request I would thank you all for your great kindness to me 

and my family during my pastorate of five years. We have lived in love and 

peace — let us part in the same spirit — and my prayers shall ever be to the 

great Shepherd to guide and bless you. 

Yr. affectionate friend and pastor, 

E. N. Hidden. 
Candia, N. H., Oct. s8th, 1864." 

The following Resolution, presented by Dea. Fatten, passed unanimously. 

"Whereas our Pastor, Rev. E. N. Hidden, having asked a dismission from 

this church and given the required notice to the Society, therefore. 
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ton Academy, three yean, from 1836 to 18381 graduated at Gil- 
manton Theological School, 1840, married Mary Elisabeth ParsonSi 
Aug. 28, 1840. Supplied the pulpit of the First Churchi Loudon, 

Resolved that though sad and sorrowing that the connection which has 
existed between us during the past five years, and which has been to us so 
pleasant and profitable, must be dissolved, we reluctantly grant his request. 
And we cordially recommend him to the church and Society to which he has 
been caUed, as an able, judicious and faithful pastor and friend, praying and 
hoping that their connection with him and his family, may be as harmonious 
and productive of good as ours has been. 

Voted to choose a committee to unite with Rev. E. N. Hidden in calling a 
council. Chose Edmund Hill, Esekiel Lane and Freeman Parker, Sd 
Committee. 
• The committee with Rev. E. N. Hidden agreed to call the council Nov. 
16, 1864." 

«<CandU, N. H., Nov. 16, 1864. 

Agreeably to letters missive from the Congregational Church in this town, 
an ecclesiastical Council convened in the vestry this I^. M. at 2 o'clock to de- 
liberate and act upon a request of Rev. E. N. Hidden for a dissolution of his 
pastoral relation to them. 

Present from the churches, in Auburn, Rev. James Holmes, Pastor, Bro. 
P. Chase, Delegate; Chester, Rev. J. L. Tomlinson, Pftstor, Dea. T. G. Mel- 
vin, Delegate; Epping, Rev. J. H. Stearns, A. P., Brother E. H. Pearson, 
Delegate; Raymond, Dea. D. N. Lane, Del. The Council was organized by 
choosing Rev. J. H. Stearns, Moderator, Rev. J. Holmes, Scribe. The Mod* 
erator opened the session by prayer. 

In attending to the subject before the council, it appeared that Rev. E. N. 
Hidden had given that notice to the society by which according to the terms 
of his settlement, hb connection with them was about to cease. The reason 
for giving that notice and requesting a dismission from the church was the fact, 
that he wished to enter another field of labor more difficult, but which as he 
thought gave promise of greater usefulness. The church as stated by their 
committee, has voted to grant the request of their Pastor, though they would 
gladly retain him did he not feel it his duty to leave them. 

After due deliberation the Council voted that, agreeably to the consent of 
this church to 'the request of Rev. Mr. Hidden, his pastoral relation to them 
should cease at the close of the year 1864. While the Council would ex- 
press their sympathy for this church in the loss of a Pastor so generally re- 
spected and beloved, they rejoice that so strong a church is so well united in 
brotherly love, and trust, that they will soon obtaiil another faithful minister of 
the word of God. 

The Council would also cheerfully recommend their brother the Rev. E. N. 
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for a time, was ordained at Deerfield, Sept i, 18411 where he re- 
mained till Oct., 1849, was settled at Milfordi Nov. 21, 1849, and 
afterwards at Deny First Church. After leaving Candia, he was 
installed at Somersworth, Great Falls, in 1865, and dismissed Apr. 
27, 18701 and in 1870, became acting pastor of the First Church, 
Middleborough, Mass. 

73 The church extended a call to Rev. John Dodge, July 25,. 
1865. But it was not accepted. The Rev. John Dodge was a 
native of Brooksville, Me., graduated at Bangor Theological Semi- 
nary, ordained 1842, settled first in Maine, installed at Harvard, 
Mass., till 1865, acting pastor at Middlefield, Mass., 1866, and at 
North Brookfield, Mass., Union Church, 1867 onward. 

7^ The church extended a call to the Rev. Lauren Armsby, Oct. 

Hidden to the churches as an able, attractive preacher and a faithful, success- 
ful Pastor. 

Voted to dissolve the council after having united in prayer with Rev. J. L. 
Tomlinson. 

In behalf of the Council, J. H. Stsarns, Moderator, 

jAMas HOLMBS, Scribe. 

A true copy, attest, Jambs Holmbs, Scribe. 

A true record, Edmund Hill, Clerk of the Church. 

Jan. 5, 1865. The Society **voted to grant the request of the Rev. E. N. 
Hidden." 

n «jiiiy 25, 1865. At a Church Meeting held this day it was voted to give 
the Rev. John Dodge a call to become our Pastor. Voted the Clerk forward 
him a copy of this vote forthwith. 

Voted to make an apology to him for not calling personally upon him when 
in tpwn." 

^* Oct. lodi, 1865. '*The Church voted unanimously to give the Rev. 
Lauren Armsby a call to become our pastor." 

Oct. 10, 1865. <* Voted that the Society extend a call to the Rev. Lauren 
Armsby to become our Pftstor. 27 aff. 

Voted to give the Rev. Lauren Armsby seven hundred dollars a year & the 
use of the Parsonage as a yearly salary. 

Voted to allow Rev. Mr. Armsby two Sabbaths a year if he wish for them. 

Voted that either party may close the contract by giving the other three 
months notice. Voted to pay the salary of Rev. Mr. Armsby semi-annually." 

"The answer of Rev. L. Armsby. 

Candia, Oct. 33d, 186$. 
To the Congl Church and Society of Candia. 

I have received through your clerk an invitation to become your Pastor. 
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lo, 1865. Mr. Armsby accepted the call| but was not installed and 
continued acting pastor of the church till July, 1870. 

He was born at Northbridge, Mass., Jan. 16, 181 7, graduated at 
Amherst College 184 2, studied at Union and graduated at Andover 
Seminary 1845, began to preach at Chester, N. H., Jan., 1846, 
received a call to settle in April, was ordained May 27, and re- 
mained pastor of the church in Chester till 1856. He was settled 
at Fairibault, Minn., from 1856 to 1864, and was chaplain in the 
army before coming to Candia. From here he went to Mound 
City, Kansas. 

The Church. 

In their religious endeavors, the order with our fathers was first 
the meeting house, second the parish, third a minister, fourth a 
church. 

Coming now to the history of the church distinctively as such, 
and we notice first its Original ConstituHon. 

And here we meet with difficulties at the very outset arising from 
the imperfections of the records. The first book of church records 
was a very simple thing. It was home-made, at least so far as the 
stitching and binding go, — the binding being of coarse brown 
wrapping paper, and the stitching of home-spun white linen 
thread. Some of the first entries are gone, inevitably lost, render- 
ing it impossible to ascertain from the records themselves the date 
of the organization of the church, or who constituted the original 
members. A few leaves also further on in the book are torn out. 
Perhaps this was done in accordance with the action of the church, 

I hereby signify my acceptance of the call to take effect when released from 
my connection with the CongI church in Faribault, Minnesota. 

If permitted to become your minister, may God enable me to come to you 
in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Lauren Armsby." 

Oct. 24, 1865. ** Voted to chose a committee to unite with a committee of 
the church in calling a council." 

Church Records. "Nov. At a conference meeting of the Church, John 
Rowe, Dea. Gilchrist and Abraham Emerson were chosen a committee to 
unite with Rev. Lauren Armsby to call a council for the Installation of our 
Pastor." 
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April 4, 1783, '' Voted that those Things in the Church Book that 
were written which was of a private nature Should be Taken out of 
the church Book." Afterward the imperfection of the record 
through this or other causes was seriously felt. Oct. ii^ 1832, 
a committee appointed by the church '' to examine the records of 
the churchi reported that they had attended to their duty and 
found several important votes of the church not recorded." 
Measures were adopted at the time for further investigations and 
amendments, but with what result is unknown. 

The first entry in the church book as it now stands in its muti- 
lated condition is in the hand writing of Rev. David Jewett, under 
the date of July 28, i77i« That entry relates to the reception of 
members, and the baptism of children, and shows conclusively 
that the church was formed previous to July 28, 177 1. But was it 
formed as early as 1770? The Rev. Robert F. Lawrence in his 
'' New Hampshire Churches," says, '^ the church was organized in 
1770, with seventeen members." And the present church manual, 
compiled in i860, proceeds on the ground that Mri Lawrence is 
right, both as to date and to number of original members. This 
looks plausible ; is it at the same time reliable? Here is authority ; 
is there fact also? 

Some say it is unwise to disturb this legendary date. Others 
may think we have not evidence sufficient to authorize us to deny 
that the church was formed in 1770. I will, however, briefly state 
several things which go to show that the true date of organization 
is 1 77 1. The letter of Rev. David Jewett, in which he accepts 
the call to settie here, was received Jan. 17, 177 1. I wish you to 
notice the direction of this letter : *' To the Inhabitants of Candia, 
Christian Friends." Now since the town gave Mr. Jewett the call, 
and the answer is directed his " friends, the inhabitants of Can- 
dia," so far forth, neither call nor answer recognize the existence 
of a church at that date. That the bearing of so simple a matter 
may the more forcibly appear, contrast this address with that of 
other pastors. The Rev. Jesse Remington's letter is directed "To 
the Church and Congregation in Candia, Brethren and friends." 
That of the Rev. Isaac Jones reads '*To the Church of Christ and 
Congregation in Candia, Brethren , and Friends." The Rev. Abra- 
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ham Wheeler says *«To the Church and people of the Town of 
Candia, Honoured, respected and beloved brethren and friends." 

Again the opening sentence in Mr. Jewett's letter seems to imply 
that no church organization was then existing. His friends, the 
inhabitants of Candia, are complimented as follows : ** The Serious 
Concern you Seam to manifest for the enjoyment of the Stated In- 
stitutions of the Gospel & in the most regular way, by the prepara- 
tion you are making for the purpose, &c." Now if that sentence 
had been written in these degenerate days, it might mean anything 
or nothing, but in those days when men were men and knew what 
they were about, it certainly implies that the people of Candia 
were not then in ''the enjoyment of the stated institutions of the 
gospel," at least ''in the most regular way." Their meeting house 
was covered in, and their parsonage raised, and they were going 
on to settle a minister in the hope of reaching unto a pastor and 
gospel ordinances. Furthermore there is another clause in the let- 
ter; even more decisive. Mr. Jewett expressly says, "I would 
hereby signify to you, that upon Condition a Church is incorpo- 
rated in this Place, in Christian Love and friendship . . . you have 
my Consent for tarrying." The obvious import of this passage is, 
that when written, about Jan. 17, 177 1, no church had been organ- 
ized. I do not see what else it can mean. So then some time 
between Jan. 17, 1771, when there was no church "incorporated" 
here, and July 28, 1 771, six months later, when the pastor was ad- 
mitting members, the church must have been organized. Perhaps 
by this line of progressive approach, we may come even nearer to 
the event. 

It has already been said that the precise day of Mr. Jewett's 
ordination does not appear upon the records. But it was certainly 
later than May 7, 1771, when the town chose a committee "to 
Provide for the Councill of ministers and their Diligates & others 
ministers and schoullars at the time of ordination." Thus Mr. 
Jewett was settled upon one of the 82 days between May 7 and 
July 28. Now while essentially the church precedes the pastor and 
it is uncongregational to settle a minister ^e/ort the formation of a 
church, it is at the same time evident that the two distinct acts of 
organizing a church and of settling a pastor may occur on the 
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same day. In fact this was of frequent occurrence formerly, no 
less than now. It is highly probable that could we fix upon the 
precise time of Mr. Jewett's ordination, we should have in that 
date the exact day of the organization of the church. So then to- 
day, we stand, probably within a few months, possibly within a few 
days, of a hundred years from the event we commemorate, — the 
original constitution Of the first church in Candia. Here we may 
notice how this matter is stated by Edward A. Charlton in a work 
styled ^New Hampshire As It Is." He says, ''a Congregational 
church was first established herein 177 1, and Rev. David Jewett 
settled as its pastor." 

2. Our second point in the history of the church relates to the 
number of its members. 

Members previous to July 28, 177 1. — Stephen Palmer, Henry Clark, Nath- 
aniel Burpee, Theophilus Clough, Jonathan Hill, Susan Robie, Mehitable Ro- 
bie, Nathaniel Emerson, Mrs. Nathaniel Emerson, Theophilus Sargent, John 
Hills, Benjamin Batchelder, Mrs. Benjamin Batchelder, Amos Knowles, Abra- 
ham Fitts, Mrs. Abraham Fitts, Samuel Mooers, Mrs. Samuel Mooers, Mrs. 
John Clay. 

Additional Members, 1 771, Sept. 15. — Mrs. Jonathan Bean, Sarah or Susan 
Davis, Mrs. Obadiah Smith. Nov. 24. — Abigail Davis. 

1772, July, last Sabbath. — Zechariah Clifford, Mrs. Zechariah Clifford, Mrs. 
Henry Clark. 

Nov. first Sabbath. — Mrs. Silas Cammet. 

Nov. last Sabbath. — ^James Prescott, Mrs. James [Jane] Prescott, Dean 
Wadleigh, Mrs. Dean Wadleigh. 

1773, March 2. — John Clay. 

July, last Sabbath. — Zebulon Winslow, Mrs. Zebulon Winslow. 

August, 3d Sabbath. — Nathaniel Maxwell, Mrs. Nathaniel Maxwell. 

Nov. 2d Sabbath. — ^Jonathan Ring, Mrs. Jonathan Ring. 

17741 J<in*» 3<1 Sabbath. — Ezekiel Knowles. 

March, 2d Sabbath. — Mrs. John [Sarah] Prescott. 

Nov., 3d Sabbath. — Mrs. Jewett. 

1776, May, y« last Sabbath.— Nathaniel Hall. 

1782, Oct. 6. — Rev. Joseph Prince, Mrs. Joseph Prince. 

1783, May II. — Mrs. Nathaniel [Eleanor] Hall. 
1785, May 8. — Ephraim Eaton, Mrs. Ephraim Eaton. 
1787, Aug. 27. — Mrs. John [Mary] Hills. 

1790, Aug. 3. — ^Jonathan Collins, Mrs. Jonathan Collins, Mr. Jewett, 
Nicholas French. 
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A work of grace, remarkable in power, occurred in 1822, com- 
monly spoken of as the " Great Reformation." Divine influences 
seemed to come directly from heaven, and fell upon the people 
like an electric shock. The hearts in all this community were 
shaken as trees of a forest swayed by a mighty wind. In such 
power did the work begin, and in such power continue for several 
months, that 150 persons were added to the church as fruit of the 
refreshing harvest. Revivals of less power, but of much interest, 
occurred in 1830 and 1832, during which years about 75 were 
added to the church. A powerful work of grace took place in 
1838, as the fruit of which about 60 connected themselves with 
the church. In 1848 there was a religious interest among the 
young, and about 50 professed their faith in Christ Other times 
of refreshing from on high were enjoyed in 1856 and 1857. 

In 1780, ''at the end of Mr. Jewett's ministry, 42 members in 
all had been received into the church." In 1789, at the end of 
Mr. Prince's ministry, 47 ; and in 181 5, at the death of Mr. Rem- 
ington, 79 persons had been in full communion with the church. 
The numbers in the church at later periods have been as follows : 
At the time of Mr. Jones' settlement in 18 16, there were 28 mem- 
bers; in 1817, 39, and in 181 8, 49 members. At the settlement 
of Mr. Wheeler in 18 19, there were 48 members; in 1820,48; 
1821,59; 1822, 70; 1823,182; 1824,215; 1825,213; 1826, 
211; 1827,205; 1828,201; 1829,194; 1830, 192 ; 1831, 217 ; 
1832, 262. At the settlement of Mr. Russell in 1833, there were 
250 members; in 1834, 240; 1835, 236. When Mr. Murdock 
was settled in 1841, there were 241 members; in 1849, 294 mem- 
bers were reported ; in 1853, 263. When Mr. Herrick was set- 
tled in 1854, there were 258 members; in 1855, 250; 1857, 255 ; 
1858, 265; 1859, 251. Since Mr. Hidden's installation the sta- 
tistics have been for i860, 241 members; for 1861, 239; 1862, 
232; 1863,227; 1864,219; 1865,212; 18661I95; 1867,203; 
1868, 195; 1869, T94; 1870, 184. 



Population of Candia: 1767, 363; 1775, 744; 1790, 1040; 1800, 1 1 86; 
1810, 1290; 1820, 1273; 1830, 1362; 1840, 1430; 1850, 1482; i860, 1575. 
Its area, I7>734 acres; another authority says 151360. 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE. 87 

It was estimated in 1853 that the whole number of different 
members in the church from the beginning had been 593. Add 
87 who have united since, and the aggregate is 670. Lawrence's 
New Hampshire Churches says, 'The infant baptisms from the 
beginning have been 748 ; adult baptisms in all, 204." 

3. Thus far the institution and membership of the church. We 
notice third, the Covenant and Confession of Faith. 

The old covenant and confession found in the first book of 
church records was adopted Aug., 1790, during the interval between 
the ministry of Mr. Prince and that of Mr. Remington, twenty 
years after the formation of the church. There can be no doubt, 
however, that a covenant had existed from the very first. But the 
exact words of that original covenant cannot be replaced. No 
copy of it is known to exist. There is this reference to it in the 
earliest legible record of the church. "July 28, 1771, This Day 
Received Into covenat Samuel Worthin, . • . Davis and Mary 
knowles. Baptized the child of worthin by the name Ezekiel. 
baptized the child of Mr. Ely of Ramond, by the name Elizabeth 
— baptized the child of mary knowles by y« Name Nathan." 

Now it is a matter of great curiosity to us of the present genera- 
tion to observe the relation of two very different classes of persons 
to that ancient covenant. Both classes appear in the following 
record: "September 15, 1771, this Day Received Mr. Echabod 
Robie & his wife into Covenant — baptised their children, the first 
by the Name Levi, the Second by the name Hannah • • • Sept 
15, this Day Received into the church the wives of Ensign Jona- 
than Bean & Mr. obadiah smith, & also Ina Davis. ..." The first 
class were "Received into Covenant," the second class were "Re- 
ceived into the Church." There can be no doubt what is meant 
by the phrase, " Received into the Church." And the same thing 
is intended by the expression, "Received Into full Communion," 
which appears in the records 14 times, and by the several clauses, 
"Received Into our holy communion," "into fellowship," "into 
our fellowship," "into chh. fellowship," "reed as members of the 
church." The other phrase, "Received Into Covenant," appears 
19 times, while the synonymous expression, "Recognized their 
baptismal cov^" occurs 4 times. Now we know that while one 
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class was composed of visible believers who entered into full com- 
munion and fellowship with the church, the other class consisted of 
unregenerated persons who made no. profession of personal pietyi 
but who in some qualified sense "owned the covenant" in order to 
have their children baptized. And the church records for 20 years, 
by a difference of terminology, kept the two classes entirely 
distinct. 

What then is the meaning of all this? It denotes that the 
church for those 20 years, was in the practice of what is aptly 
caUed the Half-way covenant. And what was the Half-way cove- 
nant? And how came such a religious anomaly to force itself 
upon many, though not all of the New England churches? The 
church at West Boylston, Mass., never approved this measure. 
Neither did the churches of the Plymouth colony ever adopt the 
practice. 

Congregational churches consider it the duty of church members 
to bring forward their children for baptism. It must be ad- 
mitted these baptized children stand in rather an indefinite position, 
partly but not wholly in the church. They are entitled to its privi- 
leges of religious instruction and training, but not to its com- 
munion and fellowship. It is the duty of these baptized children, 
however, so soon as they come to years of discretion, to accept the 
faithful act of the parent as their act, and also to come into full 
communion with the church. The Half-way covenant secured the 
former, but utterly failed to attain the latter result. It called upon 
those who had been baptized in infancy, when arrived at a suitable 
age, and if of a correct outward life to ''own the covenant.'* The 
transaction was in the great assembly, and the words of the cove- 
nant were the same as for admission of members to full communion. 
But the pledge of the candidate was always understood to be made 
with mental reservations. At Raymond, to the clause, ''you prom- 
ise to walk in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless," it was added, " so far as God shall afford you light and 
direction." This was on the part of the church to "receive mem- 
bers into covenant; " on the part of the candidate, it was to "own 
the baptismal covenant." The rite did not require conversion, nor 
was it designed to admit to the Lord's Supper. But it was sup- 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE. 89 

posed to entitle the candidate to present his children for baptism, 
and to subject himself to admonition and discipline for scandalous 
offences. In this manner many came into a loose covenant relation 
with the church. But few came into full communion. They who 
"owned the covenant," were neither required nor expected to come 
to communion. And in this half-way profession of religion men 
rested. The indefinite relation of a baptized child to the church, 
became the definite but anomalous relation of an unconverted 
adult, who took himself off from the communion of the saints at 
the Lord's table, and too frequently from the public exercises of the 
Sabbath. Here we have the legitimate result of the Half-way cov- 
enant. 

In some churches the evil of this measure was accompanied by 
another still more sad expedient. Historically this expedient arose 
with Rev. Solomon Stoddard, (b. 1663, d. 1729), the grand- 
father and predecessor in the pastoral office at Northampton, Mass., 
of President Jonathan Edwards. Mr. Stoddard published his 
views in his "Appeal to the Learned."* He was of the opinion 
that unconverted persons, considered as such, had a right in the 
sight of God, or by his appointment, to the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; that therefore it was their duty to come to that 
ordinance, though they knew they had no true goodness or gospel 
holiness. These sentiments were ably combatted by Dr. Increase 
Mather. But through Mr. Stoddard's great influence over the 
people of Northampton, the practice was introduced there, though 
not without opposition. By degrees it spread much among minis- 
ters and people in that county, and in other parts of New England. 
And so men confessedly unconverted were admitted to the Lord's 
table. The ordinance was regarded in their case as a "means of 
regeneration." Thousands came to the table of Christ. But Zion 
was not enlarged. Her wasting increased. Her watchmen saw 
the evil, while some of them lifted up their voice. Cotton Mather 
declared in view of some of these measures and their result, that if 
things should go on thus for forty years, churches would be gath- 
ered out of churches. The prediction came to pass when the old 
churches became first Arminian, then Unitarian, and new churches 
had to be gathered out of the old, and planted again on the prin- 
ciples of the Pilgrims and the gospel. 
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Under the ministry of Mr. Jewett and that of Mr. Prince the 
church of Candia fell into both errors of baptizing the children of 
unrenewed men, and of admitting these same unconverted men to 
the Lord's table. But deliverance came with Mr. Remington. He 
was the watchman who saw the evil and lifted up his voice. After 
receiving a call and before ordination, he framed the Covenant and 
Confession of 1790. With his own hand he entered them on the 
records of the church, and was the first to place his name to them. 
An act in that day and under the circumstances of far-seeing wis- 
dom, and of moral heroism exceeding any act of the imperial 
Caesars. On Monday, Aug. x6, 1790, seventeen others united with 
Mr. Remington in signing the Covenant, and sixteen others in 
signing the Confession of Faith. Here probably we have the tra- 
ditionary 17 members of whom the church was supposed to have 
been originally composed. Their names ought to be had in ever- 
lasting remembrance.^^ 



^* "At a Church meeting held in Candia, August 3CI 1790, Decon Stephen 
Palmer chosen moderator, — 16 members Present. 

After Some Consideration of a church covenant then presented, and Con- 
fession of Faith, Voted that this meeting be adjourned to next Sabbath after 
Service. 

August 8th, Lord's Day after Divine Service, met according to Adjourn- 
ment and after Some Further consideration of the Covenant & Confession of 
Faith as Before presented. Voted it be Enterd in the church Book — 16 mem- 
bers present. Voted this meeting stand Adjournd til Monday at one o'clock. 

Monday Aug«« ye 9*, met . according to Adjourment. Voted to Adjourn 
this Meetting til after the Parish meeting to Day att y« meeting house. 

Met after meeting & Voted to meet at the meeting house next Monday to 
sign the Covenant and Confession of faith, after noon. 

Monday, August 16. Met according to adjournment. Voted that if any of 
those persons that has ownd the Covenat make it known to the Clerk that 'tis 
their Desire to Sign the Covenant and Confession of Faith, that the Qerk 
make it known to the church & they wil make a Stop after service on Sab- 
bath Days evening to Receive them into full Communion. 

Voted that Every Church member may have a copy of the Covenant & 
Confession of Faith if they Desired it upon their own cost. 

Voted this meeting be Disolved. 

Abram Fitts, Chh. Clerk." 
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''^The 17 th article of the Confession has more special reference 
to the case in hand. It says *' none who refuse to come to the 
table of the Lord, have any right to claim baptism for themselves 

'• "Church Covenant. 

1. First of all we do avouch the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son & holy 
ghost for our portion and chief good and give up ourselves, Body & Soul to 
him, to be his Servants, providing by his aid and assistance to loue, fear, trust 
in and yield obedience to him all the days of our lives. 

2. We do accept of Jesus Christ according to the offer of the gospel, as 
Prophet, Priest and King, promising by his grace to attend his teaching by his 
word and Spirit, relying on his merits and intercession with the Father, as the 
only way to obtain the pardon of sin and life eternal. 

3. We do promise to dedicate our Children to God in the ordinance of 
baptism, and as they grow to years of understanding to instruct them into the 
principles of the Christian religion — that we will set good examples of piety be- 
fore them and restrain them as far as we are able from the prevailing sins of 
this age and time; and finally be much in prayer for them ourselves. 

4. Avoiding the superstitions and inventions of men in matters of religion, 
we will not scandalously absent ourselves from any part of the instituted wor- 
ship of God; but on the other hand do what in us lies to uphold all the ord- 
inances of Christ to our spiritual benefit. 

We do receive the holy Scripture of the old & new testaments as the only 
rule of faith and practice in matters of doctrine and discipline, and with as 
much frequency as may be, we will read them in our families, and constantly 
uphold the worship of God therein. 

5. Whereas we have given ourselves to the Lord, and one another in the 
Lord, we do promise to live together in holy fellowship & communion, watch- 
ing over each over with brotherly love, to the promotion of virtues or recovery 
from any scandalous evil we may be overtaken with; that we will be as 
speedy as possible in making up all difference in some orderly way. 

6. That we may keep this covenant inviolable in all the branches of it, we 
will deny ourselves, not trusting to our own wisdom or strength; humbly de- 
pending on God through the glorious Redeemer and the influences of his holy 
spirit, and wherein we come Short, there to wait on him for pardon & healing 
for his namesake. 

Jesse Remington, Zechariah Clifford, 

Stephen Palmer, Abram Fltts, 

Nathel Burpee, Benj« Batchelder, 

John Hills, Nathl Emerson, 

Henry Clark, Ephraim Eaton, 

Amos Knowls, Nathaniel Hall, 

John Clay, Ezekiel Knowels 

Samel Mooers, Jonathan Hills, 

Theophilus Sargent, Nicholas French." 
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or infant seed." Thus the adoption of the Covenant and Confes- 
sion placed the church on a substantial basis. But it was some 
years before this creed of the church became wholly effectual in its 

•*A Confession of Faith. 

We the Church of Christ in Candia, attending to the interest of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom among us, do think it of importance that a Church of Christ 
should have a confession of faith containing a collection of the leading doc- 
trines of the Bible as they understand them, in order to know whether they 
are agreed in the essentials of the christian religion, or not, to regulate their 
conduct in receiving members into their communion, and to render church 
discipline more safe. And as this Church is not furnished with Such a Con- 
fession of Faith, we do now agree to the following as expressive of our present 
sentiment of the Bible. 

Namely: i. We believe in one supreme self -existent and independant 
God, possess of all possible perfection, glory and excclence. 

2. We believe the Scriptures of the old and new testaments to be the 
word of God, and the things contained therein to be profitable for doctrine, 
reproof and correction, and think it the duty of all who Set under the light of 
the gospel, to attend to those glorious truths contained therein, as they are 
able through grace to make men wise unto Salvation. 

3. We believe that in the God-head there are three persons, Father, Son 
and Holy-Ghost, each equally possessing the perfections of the divine nature 
and in essence but one God. 

4. We believe that God hath made and upholds all things by his almighty 
power, and that he governs all events both in the natural and moral world. 

5. We believe that in consequence of our relation to Apostate Adam all 
mankind come into the world destitute of God's moral image, and are 
naturally opposed to him, and remain his enemies until renewed by divine 
grace. 

7. We believe that a number of Adam's race were given to Christ in the 
covenant of redemption from the foundation of the world, that every one of 
those in due time shall be renewed, justified, adopted and finally be made 
happy in the enjoyment of God. 

8. We believe Christ Jesus the eternal Son of God, co-equal with the 
Father, asumed human nature, came into this lower world, died on the Cross, 
fully satisfied Divine justice, so that God can be just and yet the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus. 

9. We believe Christ Jesus has instituted the gospel ministry, by which 
God treats with the Children of men, and offers them eternal salvation upon 
repentance and faith. 

10. We believe that all men are under obligation to love God with all the 
heart, and that this obligation will be eternaly binding on them. 
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declared action. The direct refusal to admit unregenerate persons 
to communion took place Oct. 20, 1791. ''Voted that no persons 

shall be admited into this Church unles they Either in wrighting or 

^— »^— '^-^■^— ^™ ' — ^^— 

1 1 . We believe it is the duty of sinners immediately to repent and receive 
Christ Jesus as soon as he is offered to them (that is to their understandings) 
and as he is offered to them in the gospel, and until sinners exercise repentance 
towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Qirist, they are objects of God's 
displeashure» and are under the Sentence of condemnation. 

12. We believe regeneration to be a change of heart which is affected by 
the opperation of the holy spirit; and where this change is affected a founda- 
tion is laid for holy exercises of heart. 

13. We believe that sinners who believe in Christ Jesus are justified in the 
sight of God on account of the righteousness of Christ alone. And that none 
of the human race can be pardoned and justified in the sight of God in any 
other way. 

14. We believe holy Exercises of heart with a practice agreeable thereto, 
to be the evidence of our justification. 

15. We believe that God will enable all those in whom he has begun a 
good work of saving grace, to persever in faith and holiness till they arrive at 
heaven. 

16. We believe God ever has had, and ever will have a Church in the 
world until the final consumation of all things, and that it is the duty of all 
men who set under the light of the gospel publickly to profess Christ and live 
in obediance to all his commands. 

17. We believe baptism and the Lord's Supper are visible seals of the 
same covenant of grace, to be observed in obediance to the commands of 
Christ in every Church to the end of the world, Baptism to be administered to 
the same persons but once; But the Lord's Supper as often as God in his 
providence shall give oppertunity. No adult persons have right to baptism but 
visible believers; But the seed of believers while in Childhood are subjects of 
baptism; And that none who refuse to come to the table of the Lord, have 
any right to claim baptism either for themselves or infant seed. 

18. We believe that it is the duty of a Church of Christ to keep a holy 
watch and discipline over their members, in the exercise of Brotherly love and 
in all cases of offence observing the rules which Christ has laid down in the 
18 Chapter of Matthew, and elsewhere in the Bible. 

19. We believe it the duty of heads of families to keep up strick family 
government, worship God in their families. Train up their Children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, and as much as possible restrain them 
from all vicious practices. 

20. We believe that it is appointed unto all men once to die, that at death 
the souls of true believers enter into glory. But the Souls of the wicked into 
misery. 
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verbely give Satislactuary Evidence to the Church that they are 
visable believers." 

The evil of baptizing the children of such as made no profes- 
sion of godliness continued still later. There is no evidence that 
Mr. Remington ever administered the Half-way covenant* It is 
morally certain that he did not But there was evidently a diver- 
sity of opinion on the subject, if not in the churchesi certainly 
among the people, and among the neighboring clergymen. Some 
non-professors still sought baptism for their offspring, by visiting 
adjoining parishes or presenting the children in the absence of the 
pastor on his pulpit exchanges. But the following vote probably 
put a stop to the whole matter. ''July the 13th, 1794, the Church 
agreed Not to give their Consent to have any Children Baptized by 
any minister unless their parents, one or both, joined with the 
Church." " 

21. We believe there will be a reserection of the just and nnjust, and a 
day of general judgement, when all will be rewarded according to the deeds 
done here in the body. The righteous shall inherit everlasting life, But the 
wicked be sent into eternal punishment. 

Jesse Remington, Abram Fitts, 

Stephen Palmer, Benjm Batchelder, 

Nathel Burpee, Nathl Emerson, 

John Hills, Ephraim Eaton, 

Henry Qark, Nathaniel Hall, 

Amos Knowls, Ezekiel Knowels, 

Samel Mooers, Jonathan H lis, 

Theophilus Sargent, Nicholas French." 
Zechariah Clifford, 

'^ <<At a Church meeting October the 20th, 1791, Voted that no persons 
Shall be admitted into this Church unles they either in wrighting or verbely 
give Satislactuary Evidence to the Church that they are visable believers." 

''November the iS^\ 1792. Baptized by mr. morrison a child of L< Joshua 
moores By the Name molly.'* 

< 'November the 17, 1793. Baptized By the Rd mr. upum a child of Caleb 
Prince By the Name Joseph and Likewise a child of Stephen Clay By the 
Name Stephen." 

"July the I3>1> 1794* the Church agreed Not to give their Consent to have 
any Children Baptized by any minister unles their parents one or both joined 
with the Church." 
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The whole number of persons who joined the church during 
those first 20 years was 52. The number who owned the cove- 
nant was greater, perhaps about 75. The whole number of bap- 
tisms was 378, of whom it does not appear that more than one 
was an adult. At least three persons are now living who were bap- 
tized under the Half-way covenant. Moses Emerson, bap., Sept. 
17, 1786; Peter Eaton, bap., May 25, 1787; Stephen Brown, 
bap., Oct. 14, 1787. Perhaps also John M. Prince, and possibly 
some others. Thus endeth the chapter on Half-way covenant. 

''^ Under its second Covenant and Confession the church lived 
15 years and 11 months, through the entire ministry of Mr. Rem- 
ington. Soon after the settlement of Mr. Jones, on May 22, 1816, 
the church decided to use ''the Articles of faith and form of cove- 
nant adopted by the Congregational Church in Leicester, Mass., 
Oct. 3, 1805." The following addition, however, was made May 

^ 1816) May 22. '*Voted unanimously to adopt and use in this church for 
one year from this date the 'Articles of faith and form of covenant adopted by 
the Congregational Church in Leicester, Mass., Oct. 3, 1805.' " 

1 81 7, March 26. '* Voted to continue to use the present articles of faith 
and form of covenant.'' 

1818, April 6. '*Tbe Church voted unanimously to have their creed and 
form of covenant reprinted." 

"1819, May 2. Sacrament day — Voted to receive the following as an arti- 
cle of faith in this Chh. We believe it to be the duty of every one who is 
the head of a family to maintain daily family prayer." 

*'i826, March 8. Voted that we consider the article of our creede respecting 
the heads of families attending daily family prayer an important one & a sub- 
ject of Ch. discipline." 

« 'Articles of Faith and Form of Covenant, 

Adopted by the Congregational Church in Leicester, Mass., October 3, 1805, 
while under the pastoral care of Rev. Zephaniah Swift Moore, now Presi- 
dent of Williams' College; 

By the Church of Christ in Candia, New Hampshire, May 22, 1816; 
And also by the Congregational Church in Chester, January 13, 1818. 
With Scripture Proofs & Illustrations. To which are added, Resolutions of 
President Edwards. 

Concord: Printed by Jacob B. Moore. 1823." 

'*i86o. The Pastor, Deacons & Clerk of the Church were chosen a Com- 
mittee to revise the Articles of Faith & prepare a Catalogue of Members. 
April. Voted to accept of the Committee's report and have it printed," 



96 THE CHURCH IN CANDIA. 

2, 1 819, ''Voted to receive the following as an article of faith in 
this Chh. : We believe it to be the duty of every one who is the 
head of a family to maintain daily family prayer.*' Under this, their 
third creed and covenant, the church lived and thrived 44 years. 

The present Articles of Fai^, Covenant and List of Members 
was compiled by the pastor, deacons and clerk of the church in 
i860. 

The church at Candia early established an enviable reputation 
for being sound in the faith. Its high-toned evangelical sentiment 
was known and read of all men. Though practising for a time the 
Half-way covenant, it was in advance of neighboring churches in 
breaking otf from that pernicious practice. It has already been 
said that Mr. Remington was not a man-pleaser. Some thought 
he strove more to displease than to please his hearers, by the strin- 
gency of his doctrine and the severity of his rebukes. There are 
indications that Mr. Wheeler's preaching was at times character- 
ized by thoroughness in doctrine. About 1822, on an exchange 
with Rev. Stephen Bailey, of Raymond, he preached a sermon from 
Is. 55 :99 in which he dwelt upon the divine sovereignty. The 
Rev. Abraham Bumham, also, on a similar occasion preached from 
Ep. 1:4, on the doctrine of election. Now Mr. Bailey felt it his 
duty to oppose the sentiments advanced in these sermons by his 
neighboring brethren. But it is related how such orthodox fathers 
in the ministry as Rev. Abraham Burnham, Rev. John H. Church, 
D.D., Rev. Asa McFarland, D.D., men whose praise is in all the 
churches, loved to preach in the pulpit at Candia the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of grace and all the fine points of Calvinism — Election, 
Redemption, Original Sin, Etfectual Grace and Perseverance. 
They felt assured here was a people that could stand this strong 
meat of the gospel. A favorite hymn of Mr. Burnham when here 
on exchange was, 

« Behold the potter and the clay 1 
He forms his vessels as he please; 
Such is our God, and such are we, 
The subjects of his high decrees." 

4. This church has been outspoken on questions of moral 
reform. 
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A Moral Reform Society was early organized for the purpose of 
restraining profanity. Sabbath-breaking and intemperance. In 
1790, the selectmen's account has this item, ''Rec<^ of Esq' Mooers 
fines for breach of the Sabbath, ;£i-4S'Od.*' In 1828, and I 
know not how much earlier, there existed a Female Charitable So- 
ciety, which contributed annually twenty dollars for religious pur- 
poses. There were also two social libraries ; and the Candia Lit- 
erary Association was incorporated in 1824. The town has always 
been proud of its schools, and the church has been foremost in 
measures for the religious education of the people. In Jan., 1836, 
a committee was chosen '' to distribute the bound volumes of the 
Tract Society through the town at the expense of the church." 
Dec. 6, 1854, the practice, since kept up, commenced of appoint- 
ing a general agent and solicitors in the several school districts to 
procure subscribers for missionary papers and the Tract Societies' 
publications. 

''^ The subject of temperance has been agitated here for about 

^ **Chh. meeting, June 11, 1832. Voted to adopt the following, being the 
report of a G)mmittee chosen by the Chh. — viz. 

Believing that the use of ardent spirit by persons in health, as an article of 
drink, lays the foundation for all the evils of intemperate drinking, & is there- 
fore injurious to the social, civil & religious interests of man; and believing 
that it is our duty as Christians to do all in our power to promote these several 
interests, therefore, 

Resolved, that we approve of the principles adopted by the American Tem- 
perance Society, & that we will use no ardent spirit ourselves, nor furnish it 
to others, except purely for medicinal purposes. Resolved further, that such 
members of this Chh. as shall give notice to the Clerk of the Chh. of their 
assent to these resolutions, & all persons who may hereafter become members, 
shall be considered as adopting them, & consenting to hold themselves subject 
to discipline in case of offence. 

A true copy of the original, Attest, A. Wheeler, Clerk." 

"Church Meeting, Aug. 17th, 1843. It was also voted, so to modify the 
resolutions passed June nth, 1832, that they shall read thus. 

Resolved, that we will use no intoxicating drinks ourselves nor furnish them 
for others, except purely for medicinal purposes. 

Resolved further, that such members of this church as shall give notice to 
the clerk of the church of their assent to these resolutions, & all persons who 
may hereafter become members shall be considered as adopting them, & hold' 
themselves subject to discipline in case of offence." 
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40 years. Time was when it was customary to provide ardent 
spirits at ecclesiastical councils, ordinations, funerals, weddings and 
indeed all public occasions and social gatherings. The old mem- 
bers of the Moral Reform Society were pledged not to drink too 
much. In 1826, Dr. Lyman Beecher preached his famous six ser- 
mons against intemperance. About that time organized movements 
on the principle of total abstinence were begun at Andover, Mass. 
The idea had been prevalent that the whole evil lay in distilled 
liquors. So called temperance men had pledged themselves to 
abstinence from these, while they encouraged the use of fermented 
liquors. This church by vote, preamble and resolution, June 11, 
1832, approved of the principles of the American Temperance 
Society. They commenced a list of temperance members pledged 
to abstinence from ardent spirits, and made the use of them a 
disciplinary offence. Aug. 17, 1843, the church took similar 
ground in regard to all intoxicating drinks. And April 25, 1855, 
the pledge of total abstinence was circulated among all the 
members. 

On the question of American slavery the action of the church 
has been decisive, though never effusively radical. The intense agi-* 
tation caused by William Lloyd Garrison in advocating '' immedi- 
ate and unconditional emancipation without compensation or 
expatriation," was at its height in 1835. On Oct. 20th of that 
year the Rockingham Western Conference of Churches met at 
Candia. Stephen Chase, a delegate from Chester and a member 
of the business committee, introduced a resolution saying it was the 
duty of Christians to examine every moral question and to engage 
in every right one. When the seemingly harmless question was 
found to mean abolition, as well as Sabbath observance and tem- 

"iS55> Apr. 25. At a regular church meeting it was voted unanimously to 
appoint a Committee to circulate the following Pledge among all the members 
of the church, viz. <We, the undersigned, members of the Congregational 
Church in Candia, hereby agree to abstain entirely from the use of all intoxi- 
cating drinks as a beverage, & not to sell or furnish them to those in our em- 
ployment, or to others to be used; & we further agree, that if we violate this 
pledge, we will hold ourselves subject to Church Discipline.' The following 
Brn were chosen as the above Committee, viz. Abraham Emerson, Jesse R. 
Fitts, Josiah Sargent, & A. Dana Fitts. W. T. H., Clerk." 
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perance, it threw the Conference into great excitement. At one 
time it seemed inevitable that the meeting would break up in dis- 
order. The minister of Candia is reported to have said to Mr. 
Chase in private, ''you knew I did not want my people to hear one 
word on the subject." The resolution, however, was passed ; but 
the New Hampshire Observer refused to publish it. Nevertheless 
the abolition heresy took deep root in Candia. Publications of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society were gratuitously circulated in town. 
And four years after, Dec, 1839, under the leadership of Mr. Rus- 
sell, the church by unanimous vote, placed itself squarely on the 
platform of immediate emancipation.^® 

5. The officers of the church have been pastors, deacons, 
clerks, treasurers, and superintendents and librarians of the Sab- 
bath school. We have already noticed the pastors. These with 
rare exceptions have been members of the church, which Oct 18, 
1833, "resolved unanimously, that we consider it desirable and 
proper that the Pastor of a church should become a member of the 
church of which he is Pastor." 

I can give little more than a list of the other officers. The first 
deacons of the church were Stephen Palmer and John Hills, d. 
Feb. 27, 1 81 8. Nathaniel Burpee was chosen deacon the 4th Sab- 
bath in March, 1773, and d. in 18 15, a. 94. Caleb Prince was 
elected deacon of the church about 1810. He removed his re- 
lation to the Second Church, Portland, June 17, 1822, but was put 
on a committee of the church here. Mar. 31, 1824. He d. Sept., 
1826. Samuel Cass was elected deacon probably about 1810, and 
continued in office till his death June 5, 1820. There is no re- 
cord of the election of Deacons Prince and Cass, though it is cer- 
tain they held the office. Josiah Shannon was elected deacon about 

^ "1839. — December Church Meeting. 
The following resolutions on the subject of Slavery were introduced by Mr. 
Russel, the pastor of the church, and unanimously adopted. 

1. Resolved, That we regard domestick Slavery as it exists in the United 
States to be utterly opposed to the Spirit of our free institutions as well as to 
natural justice and humanity. 

2. Resolved, That viewing American Slavery thus, we believe that the 
gospel of Christ and the truest interests of the country require its immediate 
abolition." 
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iSao, and d. in office in 1859. Daniel Fitts was chosen deacon 
about 1824, and continued in office till his removal to the church 
in Bradford, Mass., in 1836, where he d. April, 1861. It was 
voted, Oct. II, 1832, "that the Clerk ascertain as near as may be, 
the time that Josiah Shannon and Daniel Fitts were chosen 
Deacons of this church and make a record of it/' But I do not 
find any such record. Anthony Langford had been deacon of the 
Third Church, Portsmouth, and Mar. 22, 1826, was requested ''to 
retain the office of deacon in this church." He d. Mar. 21, 1857, 
a. 85. 

The church voted Mar. 17, 1836, ''That it is expedient to 
choose two additional deacons at the next or some subsequent 
meeting of the Chh." And at the " April Meeting, elected Jacob 
Buswell and Francis Patten as deacons of this church." Dea. 
Buswell retained his office till the removal of his church connection 
to Auburn, Sept. 7, 1 851, where he died 1870. Dea. Patten is 
now by 15 years the senior deacon of the church. I find the fol- 
lowing record June 23, 1847: "Elected Mr. Willis Patten a 
Deacon of the church. Not accepted." Sept. i, 1848, John L. 
Fitts, who had been a deacon of the First church Lowell, was 
" invited to retain his official station in connection with us." This 
he did till his removal to Epping, Feb. 19, 1851. The same day, 
Feb. 19, 1 85 1, the church "elected Alexander Gilchrist and Col. 
C. M. French as deacons." And Apr., i860, it "chose Ezekiel 
Lane to the office of Deacon." 

Rev. David Jewett performed the duties of clerk to this church 
for the first 10 years to Sept., 1781. After the dismission of Mr, 
Jewett, Lieut. Abraham Fitts was clerk for eight years from May, 1782^ 
to Oct. 20, 1790. Rev. Jesse Remington was clerk from his ordi- 
nation Oct. 20, 1790, to his death, Mar. 3, 1815, 24 years, 2 
months, 13 days. After the death of Mr. Remington, Ephraim 
Eaton was clerk till Apr. 4, 181 6, when after the public exercises 
of Fast day, " the church tarried and chose the Rev. Isaac Jones 
to keep the church records." Mr. Jones was clerk till May 12, 
18 1 8, when Ephraim Eaton was re-elected "scribe of the church 
till another shall be chosen." Mr. Eaton was released by the 
election of Rev. Abraham Wheeler, Mar. 15, 18 19, who held the 
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office till his dismission in 1832. Dea. Daniel Fitts was chosen 
clerk Oct. 3, 1832^ and continued in office till he removed from 
town in 1836. Dr. Isaiah Lane was elected clerk Apr., 18361 and 
kept the records till 1843. Rev. William Murdock was chosen 
clerk Apr. 19, 1843, which office he " resigned" June 15, 1853, 
when Dea. C. M. French was *' chosen to fill the vacancy." Rev. 
William T. Herrick held the office during his ministry from Aug. 
16, 1854, to July 14, 1858. Edmund Hill was chosen clerk July 
14, 1858, and has retained the office to the present time. 

81 The church has had its treasurer for about 43 years. The 
earliest record of such an office was Aug. 20, 1827, when the 
church, " chose Dea. Fitts Chh. Treasurer for four years." He 
was re-elected June 12, 1833, and held the office about nine years. 
His successors have been Isaiah Lane, elected Apr., 1836; Jacob 
Buswell, Apr. 19, 1843 ; Francis Patten, Jan. 28, 1847 > Coffin M, 
French, Mar. 16, 1854; Ezekiel Lane, 1862; Francis Patten, 
Jan., 1868. 



'* 1827, Aug. 20. ** At Chh. meeting, Chose Dea. Fitts Chh. Treasurer lor 
4 years." 

1833, Feb. 5. "Voted that Dea. J. Shannon be Treasurer. Voted that 
Br. Samuel Cass be auditor of the Treasurer's account." 

June 12, 1833. "Voted to accept of the Church Treasurer's report. Vot- 
ed to excuse Dea. Shannon from serving as Treasurer, and chose Dea. Fitts in 
his stead." 

1836. "April Meeting. Elected Isaiah Lane as clerk and treasurer of 
this church." 

1843, April 19. " Elected Dea. Buswell Treasurer of the church." 

1847, Jan. 28. "Dea. F. Fatten was chosen treasurer of the church '& 
Col. Cass auditor." 

1854, March 16. "Coffin M. French was chosen Treasurer, and Dea. 
Patten was chosen Auditor of the treasurer's account." 

"1862. Ezekiel Lane was chosen Treasurer of the Church." 

1864, Jan. 2. "Chose Ezekiel Lane Treasurer." 

1868, January. " After Preparatory Lecture Dea. Lane Presented his 
report as Treasurer of the Church, which was accepted; he declined a re-elec- 
tion and Dea. Patten was chosen Treasurer and Coffin M. French was chosen 
Auditor." 
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^3 For more than half a century, since the days of Rev. Isaac 
Jones and his Bible Class, there has been a Sabbath School con- 
nected with this church, the history of which if written out would 
be both interesting and instructive. For at least 40 years the Sab- 
bath School has had an efficient organization. April 19, 1832, 
"Voted that the Chh. act as a Sab. School Society." June, 1834, 
" Voted Brothers Jacob Buswell and Francis Patten Superintend- 
ants of Sabbath School, and Samuel Cass, Librarian." May 9, 
1838, "The church reorganized the Sabbath School by choosing 
Rev. Mr. Russell & the Deacons a board of managers. Col. S. Cass 
and Col. C. M. French Superintendants, and Dea. F. Patten Li- 
brarian, etc." The superintendents have been, Jacob Buswell, 
Francis Patten in all some 15 years, Samuel Cass, Coffin M. 
French, Isaiah Lane, John Lane, Edmund Hill, James H. Fitts, 
Thomas Anderson, Moses F. Emerson, Jesse R. Fitts, Aaron F. 
Patten, John K. Nay. The successors of Samuel Cass in the 
office of librarian have been Francis Patten, Edmund Hill, Andrew 
C. Moore, Francis B. Eaton, John G. Lane, John P. French, Al- 
exander Gilchrist, some 10 years, William H. Murray, Aaron F. 
Patten, George B. Brown, N. Corydon Fitts, Eugene Healy, Josiah 
Morrill. 

6. The church has its rules of Order. 



" 1832, April 19. "At Chh. Meeting Voted, that the Chh. act as a Sab. 
School Society." 

1834, June. "Church Meeting. Voted Brothers Jacob Buswell and Francis 
Patten Superintendants of Sabbath School, and Samuel Cass Librarian." 

1838, May 9. "The church reorganized the Sabbath school by choosing 
Rev. Mr. Russell & the Deacons a board of managers, Col. S. Cass and Col. 
C. M. French Superintendants, and Dea. F. Patten Librarian etc." 

'* 1S39, May 31. "Elected Isaiah Lane Superintendant of the Sabbath 
School, and the officers of the church with the Superintendant, a board of 
Managers. Elected Dea. Patten Treasurer and Librarian of the Sabbath 
School." 

1 84 1, May. "Chose Dea. Patten Superintendant of the Sabbath school." 

1842, May. "Elected Dea. Francis Patten Superintendant of the Sabbath 
School." 
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®3 I. Meetings. Regular business meetings are held annually, 
and also immediately after the devotional exercises of each prepar- 
atory lecture. Special business meetings may be called by the 

'^ Meetings. 1863, July 3. ''The following Resolutions were presented 
and adopted. 

Resolved, ist, There shall be a business meeting of the Church immediately 
^ after the devotional exercises of each preparatory lecture. 2nd, A special 

meeting for the transaction of business may be called by the Officers of the 
Church, if in their judgment it is necessary. 3d, At either a regular or special 
meeting, 12 brethren present shall constitute a quorum.'* 
^ ''1823, March 6th. At a Chh. meeting. Voted, That Brothers in the Chh. 

be not considered voters who are under twenty-one years of age.'* 

1 84 1, June 4. <* Voted that the oldest officer present at any church meet- 
ing shall act as moderator of the church until that office shall be again filled." 

1767. Paid to mr John Clay for going after a minister & Boarding minis- 
ters 15 Sabbaths & one Fast day, ;f 2-3s-od.** 

1768, June 27. ''Voted that the Comtte that is appointed to hire Preach- 
ing Shall appoint a Day of fasting and Prayer in order to the calling of a gos- 
pell minister.*' 

1768. "Pd to mr. John Qay for Bording ministers two Publick Days, 
;foo-8s-6d.** 

''October ye 22, 1 786. it Being Recommended, by Prince after meeting, 
to the Church & Congregation to Keep a day of Humiliation, of Fasting & 
prayer. Because of the Evils of the Day and Time & the Difficulties that we 
Labour under as a People and the gloomy aspects of Hie judgements of God 
which hang over our heads, and whereas the Rulers had not appointed Such a 
Day, he Earnestly Recomended it, and to Invite some of the neighbouring 
ministers to Joyn or assist; accordingly it was Voted by the Church and con- 
gregation to set apart tuesday the Seventh Day of Novr next a Day of fasting 
ft prayer and to send to the Revnd Mr. Upham and Mr. Cally to Invite them 
to assist." 
1789. "Paid Collo Carr for Entertaining ministers at the fast, ;fo-ios-4d." 

"... on the 2d Day of April 1795, which was a Day of fasting. . . .*' 

1829, June 4. "At Ch. Meeting Voted to have a Ch. meeting for the pur- 
pose of attending to the disipline of the Ch. on the first wendnesday of each 
quarter of one year.*' 

1834, Jan. 22. "Voted that the quarterly Church meetings for business be 
discountinued, and that a meeting of the church be held monthly for business 
and religious worship. Attest, Daniel Fitts, Qerk." 

1841, June 4. "Voted that the church will meet once in two weeks on 
Wednesday at 2 o'clock p.m." 

1822. "A few who were accustomed to meet for a weekly prayer meeting 
at the house of the pastor, agreed to consecrate an hour every Saturday even- 
ing to prayer for a revivfil pf God's wprk." — /^* H^ Churches. 
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officers of the church. The pastori if a member of the church, is 
moderator ex-officio. In his absence the oldest officer present may 
preside. Brothers under 21 years of age are not considered vot- 
ers. Twelve brethren present constitute a quorum. 

Besides meetings for public worship on the Sabbath and annual 
Fast and Thanksgiving days, the church has had its protracted 
meetings and special days for fasting. There are gatherings for 
conference and prayer, every Sabbath evening and on Wednesday 
afternoon of each alternate week. The meeting on the evening of 
the first Sabbath in the month is the concert of prayer for missions, 
and that on the second evening is Sabbath School concert. 

2. Committees. A standing committee consisting of pastor, 
deacons, and three brethren chosen yearly, takes general council 
for the interests of the church. Special committees for ecclesias- 
tical councils, conferences, discipline, visiting, &c, are chosen as 
occasions require.®* 

3. Sacrament. The sacrament of the Lord's supper is ad- 
ministered on the first Sabbath in January, March, May, July, 
September and November. On the Friday afternoon preceeding 
there is a preparatory lecture.®* 

*^ Standing committee, 1785, Apr. 25; 1816, March 25; 1823, Mar. 6; 
1828, Apr. 16; 1829, April; 1835, June 11; 1836, Mar. 17; 1833, Mar. 7. 

Councils, 1795, Aug. 2; 1789, June 29; 18x8, April 13; 1832, Aug. 16; 
Oct. 3; 1833, Oct. 30; 1841, May; Oct. 25. 

Conferences, 1835, June 11; 1836, June; 1849, June 6; 1832, Oct. 3; 
1833, June 12. 

Discipline, 1785, Apr. 25; 1772, Sept; 1791, Oct. 9; 1794, April 16; 
I773» July; 1816, May 22; 1807. 

Visiting, 1835, Jan. 29; 1856, Jan. 30; 1857, Jan. 14; 1829, Oct. 7. 

'* 1 782, May. "Voted that the Sacrament of the Lord Super for the pre- 
sent year be Administered 5 times, the ist to be the First Sabbath In June & 
then once in Six Sabbaths till the five times be expired.'* 

1783. "At a church meeting March 24, 1783, 13 members present, Voted 
the Sacrament be administered Six times the present year, God willing, & that 
the First be administered the First Sabbath In April next, after that once in 
Six weeks till the above mentioned number be completed." 

1784, 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788. **God in his Providence permit." 
1816, Mar. 25. "four communions the present year." 

181 7 and 1 81 8. "five communions." 

Mr. Remington's favorite hymn for the communion was, "Lot what a 
glor'ous Comer Stone, &c." 



9 
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4. Fellowship. This church is in the practice of the Fellow- 
ship of the churches. This appears in mutual councils for organ- 
izing churches, for the ordination, installation and dismission of pas- 
tors, and for the settlement of difficulties and the discipline of 
members. Fellowship also appears in the representation of the 
church by pastor and delegate at conferences of churches, and 
in the exchange of pulpits, and the dismission and reception of 
members among evangelical churches.^^ 

®7 5. Members. Persons wishing to unite with the church on 

■•Formation of churches. "December ao*** 1789. Voted by the church 
in this Place to Dismiss mr James Prestcott his wife to an Intended New 
gathered Church In Deering.*' 

Councils. 1850, July 5. « Chose Col. C. M. French Delegate to attend 
the ordination of Mr. W. A. Patten at Deerfield on the i8tli inst.*' This is 
probably the earliest record of attendance at councils. The following persons 
have since been elected delegates. Coffin M. French, Josiah Shannon, 
Francis Patten, John D. Patterson, Isaiah Lane, Alexander Gilchrist, Thomas 
Anderson, Jesse R. Fitts, John Fitts, Wm. T. Herrick, Willis Patten, Nathan- 
iel B. Hall, Joseph C. Langford. 

Difficulties. 1789, June 29; 1795, •^ug* ^9 1834, Dec. 4. 

Conferences. 1829, Oct. 7. " At Chh meeting Voted to adopt the Con- 
stitution of the Rockingham western Conference — Chose Dea. Langford & 
Dea. fitts delegates." Other delegates have been, Ezekiel Lane, John Fitts, 
Moses Patten, Jacob Buswell, Samuel Anderson, Willis Patten, Isaiah Lane, 
John L. Fitts, John D. Patterson, Josiah Shannon, Henry M. Eaton, Alexan- 
der Gilchrist, Coffin M. French, Abraham Emerson, John G. Lane, Josiah S. 
Shannon, Josiah French, Francis Patten, Jonathan Brown, Freeman Parker, 
John Rowe, Edmund Hill, Wm. H. Murray, Jesse R. Fitts, Charles S. Em- 
erson. This list ends with 1868. No record from 1836 to 1849. 

Reception and dismission of members. 1772, *<Last Sabbath in Novem- 
ber, this Day Received into full Communion James Prescott & his wife Jane 
& also Dean Wadleigh & his wife by a letter of Recommendation from Mr. 
Websters chh. of Salisbury." 1776, May; 1790; 1790, Oct. 20; Aug. 3; 
1794, August. 

"Membership. **At a Church meeting October the 20»1», 1791. Voted 
that no persons shall be admited into this Church unles they Either in writing 
or verbely give Satisf actuary. Evidence to the Church that they are visable be- 
leivers." 1 8 16, May 22. 

1 8 16, Dec. 5. " propounded for admission." 1834, April 3, Sept. 25, 
183s, Oct. 8. 

Membership by letter, 1816, Mar. 25. «The church chose Rev. Isaac 
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profession of their faith must give satisfactory evidence of regene- 
ration. They shall be examined and recommended by the com- 
mittee of the church. Shall stand propounded for admission a 
suitable time, shall assent to the Articles of Faith and Covenant, 
and be received by vote of the church. 

Persons wishing to connect themselves with this church by let- 
ter shall be examined and recommended by the examining com- 
mittee before being received to membership. 

Members of this church removing to other places are to apply 
for letters of dismission and recommendation to some evangelical 
church where they reside within one year from their removal, 
unless good reason can be given for the longer continuance of 
their particular relation here. 

Members of evangelical churches residing here, are not expected 
to commune with this church more than one year, without present- 
ing letters of recommendation and uniting as members, excepting 
in cases where the church, being requested, shall grant a longer time 
of occasional communion. 

It is considered the duty of every member to contribute his due 
proportion toward supporting the preaching of the gospel and 
Christian ordinances in this church and Society. 



Jones, Dea. Prince, and Dea. Cass a committee to converse with any members 
of Calvanistic Baptist Churches who may express a wish to commune with us." 

i8i6, Aug. 12. '*As Amos Emerson a member of the congregational 
Church in Chester, has expressed a desire to commune with us,^ the church 
chose Dea. Prince to go and converse with him upon the subject, & inquire 
into his standing in the church of which he is a member.** 

1846, Feb. 4. *' Voted that hereafter members of other churches bringing 
letters of recommendation to this church, shall be examined by the Examining 
committee before being received to this church.'* 

Members removing. 1826, March 22; 1839, Aug. 

Members residing here. 1826, Mar. 22; 1839, Aug. 

It would appear that all difficulty in the matter of supporting preaching, 
is of comparatively late date. 

1844, Apr. 3. ** Unanimously resolved that we consider it the duty of all 
the members of this church to aid according to their ability in sustaining the 
institutions of religion in our midst.** 

1856, Sept. 5; Oct. 15; Nov. 19, 1858, Mar. 24; Apr. 7; Apr. 2i; May 26. 
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^6. Discipline. The directions in Matt. XVIII, govern the 
church in cases of discipline. The following offences have 
been subject of excommunication: non-observance of public 
worship, and the communion, omission of family prayer, neglect 
of meetings both on the Sabbath and special church meetings, 
breach of covenant vows and living a careless, ungodly life, uniting 
with the Methodist denomination, disregard of the censure of the 
church, intemperance, profanity. 

^ 7. Benevolent contributions. Fifty years well nigh covers the 
history of modem missions ; and during half a century this church 
has been systematic in its benevolent contributions. ''1820, July 
the 27'^ At a Chh. Meeting, Voted That the Chh. have an annual 
Contribution, about time of our annual Thanksgiving for the pro- 
motion of the Redeemer's Kingdom abroad." In 1828 we find a 
Female Charitable Society which contributed annually 20 dollars 
for religious purposes. The amount contributed by the church to 
Foreign missions, Tract Cause, Bible Society and Indiana Seminary 
for the year ending Oct 20, 1835 was I190.18. The contributions 

""Dbcipline. I773t July. '* nothing appearing against him which could 
be proved according to ye Direction of Christ." 

1790. Creed. "In all cases of offence observing the rules which Chrbt 
has laid down in the 18 Chapter of Matthew, and else where in the Bible." 

1 791, Oct. 9. '* to cut her off from all Church pribilegs — this the Church 
considered themselves under obligation to Do that the Caus of Christ might 
Not be wounded." 

1794-5* 1808, Jan. 25. 1825, Dec. 28. 1827, Oct. 3. 

1844, Aug. 21. "Voted also that this committee be instructed to confess 
to them the error of the church in not attending to their case at an earlier 
date." 

1834, Feb 27, Oct. 30; 1835, Jan. 29; 1827, Feb. 22; 1827, Mar. i; 1829, 
June 18; 1831, Sept. 5; 1839, Oct.; 1840, Feb; 1827, July 11; 1825, Dec. 
28; 1828, Sept. II; 1833, Mar. 7; 1827, Oct. 3. 

*" 1835, Oct. 20. Collections for benevolent objects: 

Tract cause, $7.48. Foreign Missions: Monthly Concert, $45.87. Gent. 
Association, $27.89. Ladies' do. $25.33. Ladies' Bible S. $15.10. Indi- 
anna Seminary $42.75. Tract, $25.76." 

1836, Oct. 15. CoUections during the past year. 

Foreign Missions; Gents Ason, $30.77. Ladies' do. $28.47. Mon. Con. 
$32.31. Home Missions, $52.29. 'Tract cause, about $25.00. 
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to Foreign Missions, Home Missions and Tract Cause, for the year 
ending Oct. 15, 1836, was J168.74. In 1848 the plan was 
adopted of appointing solicitors in each school district in town. 
Since 1848, we find statistics covering 16 of the 22 years with a 
total amount of I4100.44, and an average of I256.31 to each year. 
The largest amount reported for any single year was I283.86 for 
the year ending June, 1867. 

The history of religion in Candia is incomplete without a 
notice of other denominations. But our statement must be brief. 
The period we have had under review covers the entire history of 
many denominations now become eminent in numbers and ability. 
The centennial of Methodism in America was observed in 1866. 
The Universalist centenary occurred in 1870. In those days the 
Congregationaiists were called the "standing order ;" their minister 
was the minister of the town, and all the inhabitants were taxed for 
his support. This practice of the freeholders of the respective 
towns in choosing a minister and of the selectmen in assessing his 
salary upon all the inhabitants without excepting any sect, was 
founded on the statute of 17 14 "entitled an Act for the Mainten- 
ance and supply of the ministry within this Province." But the act 
has the following saving clause, "Provided- always that this act do 
not at all interfere with her Majesty's grace and favor in allowing 
her subjects liberty of conscience ; nor shall any person under pre- 
tence of being of a differant persuasion, be excused from paying to- 
wards the support of the settled minister or ministers of such town 
aforesaid ; but only such as are conscientiously so, and constantly 
attend the public worship of God on the Lord's day according to 
their own persuasion ; and they only shall be excused from paying 
towards the support of the ministry of the town." The controversy 
about minister's rates began even before Mr. Jewett's settlement. 

Sept. 8, 1766, we find the first mention of any religious denomi- 
nation other than Congregational in Candia. It appears that cer- 
tain Presbyterians had petitioned the town to release them from 
paying their minister's tax. But their request was not granted. 
"Voted Relating to the sixth article in the warning concerning 
those Persons that call themselves Presbyterians. Past in the Neg- 
ative." We know who some of these Presbyterians were. They 
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were connected with the McCluer, Patten, Moore, Carr, Anderson, 
McDuffee, McFarland families, whose early members had been di- 
rectly connected with or educated in the Kirk of Scotland. Aug. 
25, 1788, the petition of certain persons "who profess themselves 
Presbyterians "asking to be released from their minister's tax in 

^ this parish was "refered to the Select men to settle with them in 

the best way and manner they can." "July the i, 1792. Received 
into full comunion the wife of James Mcfarling of Chester." Her 
husband was a Presbyterian who in 180 1 became disaffected at the 

h enlargement of the Long-Meadow meeting house, and came to 

Candia to meeting. There is a list of the Church members con- 
nected with the Long-Meadow parish in 1802 containing 95 names. 
Five of these were from Candia : Thomas Anderson, Sen. ; William 
Anderson and his wife ; Mary, daughter of David McClure and wife 
of Thomas Patten ; Jean, the dau. of Thomas Patten, and wife of 
Joshua Moore. 

^ About the time of the formation of the church in Candia 

'^I755* "A Baptist church was formed at Newton, N. H., in 1755, and 
one at Haverhill in 1765, which were the first that were formed anywhere 
northward of Boston. A great revival of religion then prevailed in N. H., 
and the Baptist principle spread therein until a Baptist church was constituted 
in Stratham and a minister was ordained there in 1771, and their increase has 
been great that way ever since.** — Isaac Backus ^ A, M. 

<* The first Baptist church in N. H. was formed in Newton, 1755. ... A 
small church was gathered in Madbury, in 1768. . . . Only the two little 
vines in Newton and Madbury were planted in the wilderness until 1 770. . . 
In 1770, commenced a new era in the history of our denomination in N, H. 
... In the month of June Rev. Hezekiah Smith, of Haverhill, Mass., bap- 
9 tized in the towns of Nottingham, Brentwood and Stratham, thirty-eight per- 

sons. Among this number was the Rev. Eliphalet Smith, the pastor of a Con- 
gragational church in this place; and within the present limits of Deerfield, a 
church was gathered and Rev. £. Smith was ordained pastor.** — Eben E, 
! « Cummings. 

' 1772, Jan. 30. " Voted that those Persons that Have Brot Certificates from 

other Select men and as sors Shall be Insisted upon to Pay their minister and 
Personage Rate for the year 1771 Except Jethro Hill. Voted that Jethro Hill 
is Cleard from his minister and Personage Rates for ye years 1770 & 1771. It 
is voted that Paul Eaton is not Cleard of his minister and Personage Rate for 
the year 1 771.** 

1772, Mar. 10. <* Voted yt Reuben Bean*s Rate is given, Likewise Sam^l 
Colcord & Daniel Rowes.** 
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And Pedobaptism began to appear in this vicinity. Previous to 
1770 there were only two Baptist churches in New Hampshire and 
only three north of Boston. There was one at Newton in 1755; one 

1773, Mar. 9. "Voted that y« Select men Shall give up to Cons* Qough 
the Note they Have in their Hands against him for those Persons* minister 
Rate that Brought Certificates from other Societies in ye year 177 1." 

1773, '< Alowed the Babtist Society for what they were Rated in 17719 
agreable to a Vote of the Parish at March meeting 1773, ;£9-iis-8d." 

1773, June 15. "Jonathan Bagley immediately Entered his Discent 
against Building a pulpit as above Voted & paid a fee." 

1777. Warrant for town meeting, 

'* As there is a Number of Persons Rated in our minister Rate that Pretend 
to Join the Baptist Society, this is to see if the Parish will give in their or 
either of their minister Rates for the year Past." 

1777, Mar. II. "Voted that all those persons that have heretofore joined 
with ye Babtist Society in Deerfield bring a Certificate within two months from 
this Date from the assesors of said baptist Society that were rated there, then 
the Select men of this parish are to make a Drawback of the minister rate for 
the year past." 

1777. "Drawback on the Baptist in the year 1776. Benjn Rowel, Benjn 
Carr, Capt. John Sargent, Ensign Jonathan Bagley, Robert Smart, Jonathan 
Woodman, Edw. Chritchet, Tho« Chritchet, Willm Turner." 

1797, Aug. 28. "Voted not to grant the use of the meeting house to the 
Baptists." 

"In 181 7, the Baptist church in Deerfield having sunk into a state of dis- 
order was re-organized, but did not succeed in settling a pastor until 1825." — 
Cummings* Hist, Discourse,*^ 

*^ 1816, March 25. "At a church meeting holden at the house of Capt. 
Peter Eaton, the church chose Rev. Isaac Jones, Dea. Prince and Dea. Cass, 
a committee to converse with any members of Calvenistic Baptist Churches 
who may express a wish to commune with us.'* 

" In June, 1770, Dr. Smith of Haverhill, Mass., baptized thirty-eight per- 
sons who belonged to Nottingham, Brentwood and Stratham. Among this 
number were a Congregational minbter, two deacons, and a majority of a Con- 
gregational church. This minister's name was Eliphalet Smith; he was pastor 
of a Congregational church in a part of Nottingham called Deerfield." — E, E, 
Cummings, 

"April the 16, I794» Ephraim Eaton by the Desire of Som of the church 
went to talk with Decon Collens concerning his Conduct. 

April the 30, 1794. Said Eaton went the Second time, and with him mr. 
Remmgton and mr Amos Knowles and got No Satisfaction. 

on the Last Sabath in march 1795, after meeting in the meeting house, the 
Church Voted to Choose two of the members to go and try to Reclaim Decon 
Collins, (viz.) Esqr. Nathl Emerson and John taylor. 

on the 2<1 day of April 1795, which was a Day of fasting, after the Congre- 
gation was Dismissed, the Church was Desired to hear the Report from Decon 
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at Haverhill in 1765, and another at Madbury in 1768. But 
in 1770 commenced a new era in the history of the Baptist denom- 
ination in New Hampshire. That year 38 persons were baptized in 
the towns of Nottingham, Brentwood and Stratham. Among this 
number was Rev. Eliphalet Smith, pastor of a Congregational church 
in that part of Nottingham now called Deerfield, who with his dea- 
cons, and a majority of his church became Baptists. Then begin 
allusions to the Baptists in our local annals. Jan 30, 1772, the 
town "Voted that those Persons that Have Bro* Certificates from 
other Select men and assors. Shall be Insisted upon to pay their 
minister and Personage Rate for the year 1771, Except Jethro 
Hill." But March 10 others were excepted and their taxes abated. 
And the next year, March 8, 1773, all that had brought cer- 
tificates were excepted. The Selectmen "allowed the Baptist So- 
ciety for what they were Rated in 177 1 agreable to a Vote of the 
Parish at march meeting 1773, ;£9-iis-8d." Five years later Mar. 
II, 1777, it was "Voted that all those persons that have heretofore 
Joined with y« Baptist Society in Deerfield bring a Certificate with- 

Collins which was that he was Determined to Leave this Church and Joine 
with the Baptise. The church then Voted to Send him a Letter, and for the 
Rev. Mr. Remington to wright the Same. 

on the first Sabbath in April, 1795, after meeting the Church hearing a Let- 
ter Red that mr Remington Wrote in behalf of the Church to Decon Collins, 
aproved of the Same and Voted to Send it to Said Collins by mr. John Taylor. 

again a Nother Letter was Sent to Decon Collins to desire him to atend to 
his Duty by L^ Batchelder. 

in June 1795, the Church chose two of the Breatheren (viz.) L* fitts and 
Ezekiel Knowles, with Mr. Remington to meet Decon Collins at Esqr morril's 
and Likewise they met according to agreement, and agreed with Decon Col- 
lins to appoint a Church meeting in order to setle the grievance between the 
Church and Said Collins — accordingly a Church meeting was appointed at the 
meeting house on hirsday the ninth Day of June 1795, but Could not settle the 
Dispute with Dea. Collins; and therefore both parties agred to call a Councel 
for the purpose, and first agred to Send to the Reverand Mr. Noyes of South 
hamton and thayer of kingston and Colby of pimbrock, to Set at Cand on the 
Second teusday of august Next, the Revd Noyse was chosen moderator. 

on teusday the 2 Dav of August 1795. the above named ministers with 
the Delegates met with the church and Decon Collins at the meeting house, and 
after both parties ware Examined, the motion was made by the moderator to 
have Some Conversation with Decon Collins in private and Likewise with the 
Church, and give there advice to Both; upon which the Said Decon Collins 
acknoledged that he had Broken Covenant, and Likewise that he had Re- 
proached the Church and had Cast Reflections on individuals; and Said Col- 
lins askt forgivnes of God and the Church and all good peopel — upon which 
the Church freely forgave him." 
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in two months from this Date from the assessors of Said baptist 
Society that were rated there, then the Select men of this parish are 
to make a Drawback of the minister rate for the year past." The 
persons whose taxes were abated in accordance with this vote were 
"Benj» Roweli Benj" Carr, Capt. John Sargent, Ensign Jonathan 
Bagley, Robert Smart, Jonathan Woodman, Edw. Chritchet, Tho> 
Chritchet, Will" Turner." Ten years after, Aug. 28, 1797, the 
town ''Voted not to grant the use of the meeting-house to the 
Baptists." The church in Deerfield soon ''sunk into a state of dis- 
order," and here ends the history of the Calvinist Baptists in 
Candia. 
^^ Now this notice of the Calvinist Baptists has a bearing upon 

^ 1780. **This year is noticeable on account of the rise of a new denomina- 
tion called the Freewill Baptist. The father and founder of this denomination 
in America, was the Rev. Benjamin Randall, who gathered the first society in 
New Durham.** — E, £. Cummin^. 

''There was quite an interest in religion near the mountain in Nottingham 
in 1799, which extended into the neighboring towns, and in 1802 a church 
[Freewill Baptist] was organised, the members living in Nottingham, Deer- 
field, Candia and Raymond. It is said that the first sermon preached by a 
Freewill Baptist minister in Old Chester, was in the meeting-house in Ray- 
mond, by Elder Jeremiah Ballard about 1802, followed by Elder Randall some- 
time afterward . ' * — Chase, 

1805. '*To see if the Town will Pass a Vote to tax all the Inhabitants of 
this town to the Reverent M' Remington for the futer Except Those persons 
who Belong to other Churches.** 

18 13. "on thirsday the 28th of ocotober 1813, on an adjournment of a 
Church meeting, the Church voted to cut of mr Jonathan Brown from all 
Church priveleges until he make som acknolegement of Confesion that he 
has Behaved unbecumming the Christion Caracter towards this Church.** 

18x7, June 10. "Voted also, that the Pastor of this church should write a 
letter to Mr. Jonathan Brown of Raymond, who has long been cut off from 
church privileges, but has lately expressed a desire to be restored to church 
fellowship.** 

18 1 7, July 31. "At the same meeting Mr. Jonathan Brown, a man who 
has long been cut off from all church privileges on account of his unstable & 
unchristian conduct, appeared before the church, talked like a humble man & 
expressed a desire to be restored; the church therefore thought proper to 
choose Rev. I. Jones, Dea. Prince & Brother E. Eaton a committee to take 
Mr. Brown's case into consideration, and with a suitable confession for him to 
acknowledge.'* 
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the history of the Freewill Baptists. The reference, however, is 
somewhat remote owing to the fact that it refers chiefly to a period 
previous to the rise of the latter denomination in America. The 

1817, August 31. *'Mr. Jonathan Brown of Raymond made a public con- 
fession, and was restored to fellowship by the unanimous vote of the Church." 

181 7. *'The following confession was made August the 31, 181 7. 

I, Jonathan Brown, am a man who is constitutionally singular, and my 
conduct has been such, that duty calls upon me to make an acknowledgement 
to the church of Christ in this place, and in the presence of this congregation. 
As I humbly trust, I experienced a real change of heart about eight years since, 
but as I was not brought to the knowledge of the truth under the preaching of 
any one man in particular, I felt no attachment to one religious denomination 
rather than another. I think however I should have joined a sect then called 
'Baptist Christians,' had it not been I considered it my indispensible duty to 
give up my children in the ordinance of baptism. I therefore offered myself 
to become a member of this church and was received. All this time however 
I was not thoroughly established in some of the leading doctrines of the 
Bible. I had but little knowledge of human science, — not great reasoning 
powers, and of course was much perplexed when I heard the doctrines of 
election and divine decrees clearly held forth. Altho' I well knew my entire 
dependence upon God, yet I did not believe these doctrines in the way that I 
heard them preached. And as I am full of infirmities and constitutionally 
passionate, the adversary got the advantage over me, and with sorrow I 
humbly confess that I did reproach this church, and say many things hard, 
cruel & wicked respecting the Rev. Mr. Remmington and his preaching. 
From this time and even before this, I was a wanderer from the fold. I con- 
sidered the congregationalists as an order of professed christians that the Lord 
had forsaken. Being unstable and fond of a strange kind of liberty, I 
repeatedly went among an enthusiastic people, and persisted in my inconsid- 
erate behavior untill the church became much grieved & greatly dissatisfied 
with my conduct. Several of the members conversed with me in a friendly, 
affectionate manner, and urged me to return to my duty; but their intreaties 
had no good effect upon my mind. At length the church commenced a course 
of discipline with me, according to the rules contained in the eighteenth chapter 
of St. Matthew's gospel, and as I persisted in my obstinacy and was unwilling 
to make my confession, they cut me off from all church privileges. From that 
time I have been very unhappy, for I became more and more dissatisfied with 
the behavior of those among whom I had wandered. Tho' I was a man of 
secret prayer & usually attended public worship with the congregational order, 
yet I wholly neglected family worship, and my behavior was such that she, 
who ought to be and now is my nearest earthly friend, pronounced me an 'old 
hypocrite,' which I confess has been the manner of my life. I have been 
cruel to myself, cruel to my family, and greatly wounded the cause of Christ t 
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first Freewill Baptist church was gathered by Elder Benjamin Ran- 
dall at New Durham, N. H., in 1780. In iSoa, near the moun- 
tain in Nottingham, where thirty years before the Calvinist Baptists 
got a new start, a Freewill Baptist church was organized of mem- 
bers living in Nottingham, Deerfield, Candia, and Raymond. 
About this time the first Freewill Baptist sermon in old Chester was 
preached by Elder Jeremiah Ballard in the meeting house in Ray- 
mond. This church centering near the mountain in Nottingham 
enjoyed a revival in iSio, and Moses Bean of Candia was ordained 
at Deerfield, his first official act on record being under date of 
May I, i8io. But while there were Freewill Baptists in Candia 
with occasional preaching previously, the real history of the denom- 
ination here begins in 18 15 when Elder Moses Bean erected the 
^'Liberty Union Meetinghouse," at the village. 

The next year 1816, a Society was constituted of Baptists of dif- 
ferent denominations, and styled the Union Baptist Society. In 
1818 the original church near the mountain was divided, the mem- 
bers in Nottingham and Deerfield constituting one church, and 
those in Raymond and Candia forming another. The covenant of 
the members in Raymond and Candia was signed by Jeremiah 
Fullonton in their behalf. In 182 1 a catalogue is found contain- 
ing about 2 30 names, though some of these were added later. 
Again May 24, 1824, it was decided to divide the church, and 

But blessed be God, if I am not deceived, of late I have come to myself. I 
think I have been made truly sensible of the error of my ways. I have clearer 
views of the doctrines of grace. I see that the Lord is owning and blessing 
this order, and now declare myself a congregationalist. I am now fixed in 
my sentiments, and am determined by divine assistance to live the life of the 
godly, the remainder of my days. I feel that the church conducted towards 
me as they ought, and I now in this public manner, humbly ask their forgive- 
ness, and pray them to restore me, tbo' an unworthy creature, to their com- 
munion and fellowship. 

Jonathan Brown. 

A true copy of the original, 

Attesl, Isaac Jones, Qerk." 

1838, Mar. 13. <<Voted that the town give the Union Baptist Society the 
sum of fifty Dollars so soon as they shall erect a Meeting house in said town." 

See also 42. 43. 
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this time by the town line between Raymond and Candia, leaving 
those members near the line at liberty to join which church they 
should desire. Elder Moses Bean was pastor of the church both 
before and after this separation until 1835 ; and may be consid- 
ered the father of the church in Candia. The same year of 1824, 
Samuel Dudley was chosen deacon, and William Turner clerk of 
the church. The members agreed to a new covenant, Sept. 9, 
X83O1 to which 63 names are attached. Dec. 31, 1831, the town 
voted to give them I889.00 of the parsonage fund; and Mar. 13, 
1^3^! Iso.oo towards building a meeting house. The ''Liberty 
Union Meetinghouse " was torn down and the present one erected 
in 1847. Elder Bean was succeeded by Elders J. Knowles; B. S 
Manson, 4 yrs; S. P. Fernald from 1839, 2 yrs; Atwood i yr ; Da- 
vis, i yr; S. Whitney, 2 yrs.; Cavemo, 3 yrs, to 1848; Atwood 
till 1852 ; Ubbee, Youman, Cavefno. 

Moses Colby, who came from Hawke, now Danville, in 1806, was 
the first Methodist in Candia. About 1807, John Clark, a Metho- 
dist, came from Sandown to the Long Meadows, now Auburn. 
Around these families, the Methodists in Candia, Hooksett and 
Chester constituted a " class," though still retaining their connec- 
tion with the churches of Hawke, Poplin, and Sandown. 

** To all whom it may concern. This may certify that Ephraim 
George of Candia attends the Publick worship of God Amongst 
the people called methodists, and contributes to the support of 
their ministry. 

Signed in behalf of the Society. 

Wm. Stevens. P. Teacher. 

April 2, A. D. 1807." 

Rev. George Pickering preached the first Methodist sermon at 
the Long Meadows, in Mr. John Clark's house, probably about 
1809. Sept., 1826, there was a ''Quarterly meeting at the Kent 
place" in Auburn. In 1836 a meeting house was built, largely by 
the liberality of Mr/ Clark, and it was dedicated July 20, 1837. 
In 1865 there were 41 names on the list of membership. 

A Methodist Society was formed at Raymond, Nov. 23, 1841, 
which included some members from the east part of Candia. Dec. 
30, 1848, they appointed a board of trustees, and they have been 
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connected with other societies in supporting circuit preachers. 
The present membership is over one hundred. 

Rev. Elisha Adams the presiding elder for Dover District, or- 
ganized the Methodist church at Chester, Borough, in 1851. Their 
meeting house was dedicated in Oct of the same year. The 
church includes members from Chester, Raymond and Candia. 
Rev. James M. Young of the N. H. Conference was the first 
preacher, till 1853. The average membership since 1854, has 
been about 6o. 

The Methodist church and society at Candia Corner was formed 
and their house of worship built in 1858. There is a membership 
of about 40. They have been regularly supplied with a Conference 
preacher: — Henry Nutter, 1859; Lorenzo Draper, i860 and '61 ; 
James Adams, 1862 and '63 ; N. H. Chase, 1864 and '65 ; James 
Adams, 1866; Silas Green, 1867 to 1869; Elisha Adams, 1870. 

There is a Christian Baptist Society in the north west part of 
the town. Elder Harvey of Pittsfield, who holds millenarian views 
but is not a Second Adventist, administers the sacrament. Jona- 
than Martin is deacon, and they keep records, and exercise disci- 
pline. 

93 The New Meeting House. 

The building committee were Peter Eaton, Henry M. Eaton, 
and Coffin M. French. The builder was a Mr. Watson, of Con- 
cord. 

•^ The new Parsonage. 

^ Action of the town and society respecting the common and the second 
meeting house. 

1 82 1, Mar. 14, "By request of Capt. WiUiam Turner it was voted that 
there be granted land enough near the east side of the burying ground on the 
common, on which to erect a gun house, and that the Selectmen fee the same 
to the State of Newhampshire provided the place is located here, and if it is 
not located here, liberty be given to have one built there by subscription." 

The gun-house was located and built here, and afterward removed near 
where the hearse -house was soon erected, and finally moved to Raymond. 

1824, Mar. 9, " Voted that Capt. Jesse Eaton have leave to build a Black- 
smiths shop on the common north of the Gun house and occupy the same untill 
the town shall otherwise direct." 

1834, Mar. I, *< Voted that the town give their consent that a row of trees 
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Closing Remarks. 

Thus have I performed the task of some old Mortality, some 
demure Dry-as-dust, or indefatigable Oldbug. Now I must close, 
with many things untold, and perhaps some things said which had 

be planted from the north west corner of the burying ground across the com- 
mon in front of the meeting house to Joseph Fitts's.'* 

1838, Mar. 13, <*At a legal Town meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the Town of Candia held the thirteenth day of March, 1838, the 
following Article was inserted in the warrant for calling said meeting 
(to wit), To see if the town will vote that the G)ngregational society in said 
Town have leave to build a Meeting house on the common east of and adjoin- 
ing the burying ground belonging to said town, and that they have leave to 
occupy as muc^ of the ground adjoining as may be necessary for the accomoda- 
tion of said house, not interfering with the road as now used. 

Voted that the Congregational Society have leave to build a meeting house 
on said common, providing they first relinquish all claim to the land where the 
old meeting house stood to the Town, and that they have leave to occupy so 
much land around said house as may be necessary not interfering with the road 
as now used, and that they have leave to occupy all of said land so long as 
they shall choose to keep a Meeting house on said premises." 

A true copy of record 

Attest, Samukl Sargent, Town Clerk." 

1838, Mar. 13, " Voted that the town give the Union Baptist society the 
sum of fifty Dollars so soon as they shall erect a Meeting house in said town." 

'* To Capt. Jesse Eaton of Candia in the county of Rockingham. 

Sir. The town of Candia having at their last annual meeting by vote dis- 
posed of the common land on the easterly side of the burying ground whereon 
your shop stands, you are hereby notified and required to remove said shop 
from said common land immediately and without delay. 

Rufus E. Patten, Joseph Bean, Biley Smith, Selectmen of Candia." 
I 1838, April 2. ** Voted that the Society accept the land voted to them by 

the town on which to erect a meeting house, on the conditions voted at the 
last annual town meeting, and that they relinquish all the land on which the 
old meeting house stood." 
I 1839, March la. The town ** Voted to Ring the Bell on the Congregation- 

al Meeting-house on the same principles as on the old house." 

1839, Apr. I. Society Records. 

"In addition to a previous vote passed April 3rd, 1837, voted th^t the sex- 
ton shall receive all notes and present the same to the minister, that he wait 
on and find seats for strangers, sweep the vestry, take charge of the lamps, 
build the fire in the stove, and take charge of the fire on all necessary occa- 
sions, and that he open ^l^e window blinds before meeting and shut the same 
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better not been narrated. But I have sought to be truthful and 
just and lucid. Your patience has been severely tested, as was that 
of our fathers and mothers who listened to the long sermons of the 

after meeting. John Robie bid of sexton services for the sum of seven dollars 
and seventy five cents. 

Voted to refer to the building committee the matter of *making Jesse Elaton 
any compensation for removing his shop from the ground on which the meet- 
ing house now stands." 

Voted that the building committee settle the affairs of building the meet- 
ing house, and that the Assessors be authorized to receive the conveyance of 
the house whenever the committee are ready to give a title. 

Voted by Capt. Peter Eaton that the bell be rung on the Sabbath in future 
at 9 O'clock A. M., and to commence ringing at half past lo O'clock in the 
forenoon, and at one O'clock in the afternoon." 

1840, Apr. 6. "Voted that the assessors be authorized to receive of the 
proprietors a deed of the Congregational meeting house conveying it to said 
Society, and also that they receive the avails of the pews sold remaining un- 
paid, and distribute the same when collected agreeably to the pledge given by 
said proprietors. 

Voted that the members of this Society have leave to erect horse sheds in 
place or places near this house as may be judged proper by the assessors." 

1841, Apr. 5. "The following preamble and resolution were universally 
adopted. 

Whereas Messrs Jesse R. Fitts and Abraham Fitts 3, have presented to this 
society and placed in the meeting house a Gallery clock, and whereas no ac- 
tion has hitherto been had thereon, therefore, Resolved that the society with 
grateful feelings, accept the said clock, and that the thanks of the society be 
presented to the donors for their munificent and valuable donation, and that 
the clerk of this society be directed to present to said Jesse R. Fitts and Abra- 
ham Fitts 3, an attested copy of this vote. 

The following motion was also introduced by Capt. Peter E^ton and passed 
into a vote. 

Motion. That the assessors be authorized to employ some suitable man to 
take care of the meeting house, (no boy to be permitted to meddle with it), 
and the person employed shall keep the house and vestry clean at all times. 
He shall saw and split the wood and attend the stoves in a proper manner, — 
four feet wood to be sawed twice, and other wood in the same proportion. 
The ashes when taken up shall be immediately removed at least six rods 
from the house and sheds, always leaving ashes to the depth of one inch on 
the bottom of each stove. He shall find seats for strangers when necessary, 
and present notes to the minister when requested. The window blinds shall 
be carefully handled and kept fast, and in hot weather shall be kept shut on 
all sides of the house exposed to the sun, excepting such part as shall be nee- 
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last century. Perhaps it is not among the least noticeable of their 
many virtues, that they relished rather than bewailed the infliction. 
When some one complained to the Rev. Nathan Bradstreet, of 



essary for the admission of light. The body of the house shall be locked at all 
times except when wanted for purposes of worship or special business. He 
shall keep the snow from the front and vestry doors, and remove all horses 
which may be tied to the window blinds or left standing at the front door. 
He shall take care of the clock and do all other things proper to be done by a 
person who has the charge of such a house. And the Assessors are espe- 
daily required and directed to see that proper care be taken of the house in 
all respects." 

1842, Apr. 4. "Voted that the assessors be directed to collect the funds in 
their hands which arose from the sale of pews in the meeting house, and paint 
the meeting house with them, and make other repairs if necessary.'* 

For action respecting singing, see 22. 

1844, Feb. 29. The church " Voted to accept a Pulpit Bible presented by 
Mr. John Roby, & that the thanks of the church be presented to him for his 
elegant & valuable gift." 

1844, Apr. I. " Voted that the meeting house be painted this season on 
condition that the meeting house funds due the society can be collected." 

1845, Apr. 7. " Voted that if a high school in any part of the town shall 
wish to occupy the Vestry for the purposes of recitation or examination, that 
they have leave to do so. 

Voted that the assessors procure some suitable person as cheap as possible 
to take care of the house and vestry, and that the said person shall perform all 
services enumerated in a motion passed at the annual meeting in 1841, and the 
assessors are especially directed to see that the person so appointed, perform 
faithfully the duties required of him." 

1848, Apr. 3, " Voted that the Sexton build the fire at eight O'clock A. m. 
when necessary." 

1 85 1, Apr. 7. Htle page, see 22. '* Sacred Songs for Family and Social 
Worship : comprising the most approved Spiritual Hymns, with chants and 
popular tunes. Published by the American Tract Society. 12 mo. pp. 343." 

1852. '* Voted that individuals have the privilege of lowering the Pulpit, 
and make such other alterations as may be deemed beneficial, without expense 
to the society." This vote was rescinded Aug. 9. 

1854, Apr. 3. ** Voted that the Assessors paint the Meeting house when a 
sufficient sum is collected to do it by subscription." 

''1855, Apr. 2. " Voted that the society assume the debts incurred by 
painting the Meeting house the last summer. 

Voted that the assessors be instructed to make the necessary repairs on the 
floor timbers of the vestry." 
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Chester, of the shortness of his sermons^ he replied that he preached 
the worth of his money, and if they wished longer sermons they 
mnst pay more money. If this prolixity be the standard of merit, 

1856, Apr. 7. "Voted the assessors be requested to fix the windows o! 
the Meeting House so that they may be let down from the top." 

1857, Apr. 6. Fixing the windows left discretionary with the assessors. 
1859, Apr. 4. " The following resolution was presented and passed. 
Resolved that the sexton be required in addition to the duties now imposed 

upon him, to keep the boys from going up into the singing pews and snapping 
the fiddle strings during the Sabbath school, also during the communion ser- 
vice, that he clean out the spider webs from the corners of the recess in the 
rear of the Pulpit and in all -corners of the house where they may be found as 
often as they collect, that he invite those that are wont to remain in the entry 
till after the services commence, to go into the house in season, or at least to 
cease talking so l9ud as to disturb the speaker." 

x86i, Apr. I. Voted that the society lower the pulpit. 

1863, Mar. 20. "To see if the society will vote to repair the cupola of the 
meeting house belonging to said society." 

1863, Apr. 6. " Voted that the assessors make inquiry respecting the cost 
of putting on a spire, and report at an adjourned meeting." 

1864, Apr. 4. " Voted the assessors take charge of the Bell and see that 
it is kept in proper repair for ringing." 

1857, Apr. I. " Voted that a committee of five be raised to examine the 
meeting house and make an estimate of the cost of repair, & devise some way 
to raise the money, & report at an adjourned meeting." 

1867, Apr. 24. The report of the committee was called for Sc presented 
by A. Emerson, and was as follows : 

"The committee at the adjourned meeting of the society having attended to 
the duty assigned them would report, that in order to stop the leak around the 
tower and the east gable end, that they be carefully leaded and clapboarded. 
They further recommend that the house be painted on the outside: — with a 
little patching on the south side, the roof may be tight a few years longer. 
The estimated cost of the above repairs is Five Hundred 
dollars, $500. Your committee have also estimated the cost of remov- 
ing the acorn on the Tower of said house and substituting a spire 
standing on the deck above the bell at one Hundred and fifty dollars, $150. 

For raising the money the committee recommend that a committee of three 
be chosen to circulate subscription papers, and the same be presented to all 
members of the society, to all owners of pews in said house, and to all who 
attend meeting in said house; and if the said sum of $500.00 shall not be 
subscribed, then the whole matter to be left with the proprietors of the house." 

The house was repaired and painted; the spire remained unchanged. 

1868, Apr. 6. "Voted to whitewash the vestry," 
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my hearers on this occasion have got their money's worth. My 
embarrassment has sprung from a cause wholly unusual. A brain- 
treasury on the brink of bankruptcy, I am familiar with. But the 

1870. The house was shingled and painted inside, and new carpets and 
lamps obtained. 

**New Parsonage House. 
' 1837, Sept. 5. "A committee of 7 persons chosen to ascertain the feelings 

of the society respecting procuring a parsonage house reported that a large 
number of individuals have subscribed liberally towards building a parsonage 
house, and that it is inexpedient for the society at present to act on the subject;'' 

1839, Apr. I. **Dea. Francis Patten and John Lane, Esq., were chosen a 
committee to ascertain how much they could obtain by subscription for the 
purpose of purchasing a Parsonage house." 

1839, Oct. 16. "To see if the society will appropriate the Thompson fund 
to the purpose of purchasing the land and buildings now occupied by Rev. Mi. 
Russell for a parsonage, and if so to transact any other business necessarily 
connected with such purchase." The article was "passed over." 

Thomas W. Thompson was son of Dea. Thomas of Boston, born March 10, 
1766. He fitted for college at Dummer Academy, Byfield, Newbury; grad- 
uated at Harvard College, 1786; studed theology and was tutor at Cambridge, 
1789; studied law with Theophilus Parsons at Newburyport, and commenced 
practice at Salisbury, N. H., 1791; represented the town in the State Legisla- 
ture; Representative to Congress, 1805 to 1807; trustee of Dart. Col., 1801 to 
his death; removed to Concord, 1809; treasurer of State, 1810; Speaker of the 
House in the State Legislature, 1813 to 1814; Senator to Congress, 1814 to 
181 7. In August, 1819, Mr. Thompson set out on a journey to Quebec, and 
was on board the steamboat Phenix at the time of its destruction by fire on 
Lake Champlain. He was the last person to escape from the burning vessel. 
The alarm and fatigue, probably produced the disease which at length termi- 
nated his life. He died of pulmonary consumption, Oct. 10, 1821, aged 55 
years. "Mr. Thompson was an accomplished gentleman, distinguished for 
II the dignity and urbanity of hb manners, for integrity and piety. He held the 

office of Deacon in the First church, Concord, from 181 8 till his death." — 
BoiU<m*s History 0/ Concord, 

For his bequest to Candia, see 44. 
I 1842, April 4. "Voted That as a religious society we ought to own suitable 

buildings for the accomodation of our ministers. Voted That for the purpose 
of procuring parsonage buildings we will obtain by subscription as much as 



we can." 



1842, April 18. "The society met this day according to adjournment, and 
after hearing the report of the committee which was chosen to obtain subscrip- 
tions. 

Voted That a building CQnunittee be now chosen whose duty shall be to 
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perplexity is now from excess of materiab. It were easier to write 
a book than a speech — to talk a day than an hour. 

We are here, first of all, to render devout thanks to our Heavenly 
Father that such men and women as the founders of this church 
and community ever lived. Many of us are in the line of their 
lineal descent, and we all love their principles and their character. 
It would be doing manifest injustice to your feelings and to mine, to 
the subject and to the occasion, were I not to speak of the veteran 
settlers who, in circumstances dark and forbidding, planted here a 
town, started a school and set up a church, to the end that free, 
intelligent. Christian institutions might bless all the people who in 
after times should dwell upon the hills and till the vales of Charm* 
ingfare. Do we not feel that we have done well in assembling to 
recall and to commemorate the heroic faith which under God 
established here a Christian civilization, already blessed to four and 
even five generations? I confess my profound admiration of the 
moral grandeur of this celebration. 

We are Protestants. We are so far Protestants of the Pilgrim 
and Puritan t3rpe, that we are no hero-worshippers, and do not 
canonize dead saints. We see wisdom in the ancients, only so far 
as they were right, and followed the Bible. Far be it from us to 

collect and lay out the money, building materials and labour which have been 
and may be subscribed to the best advantage, and that a house something near 
the size and fashion of H. M. Eaton's shall be built immediately, provided the 
committee shall receive sufficient encouragement to finish such a house. Vot- 
ed that Doct. N. Wheet, John Rowe, Joshua Lane, Jesse Fltts and True 
French shall be the building committee." 

1843, April 3. '*After hearing the report of the parsonage building com- 
mittee and accepting the same, Voted to instruct said committee to proceed 
and finish the buildings, and after obtaining what they can by donation, that 
they rent the buildings till they are paid for." 

1848, Apr. 3. * 'Voted that the assessors of the Society settle with the 
Building committee of the Parsonage and take a deed of the same in the name 
of the Society, and pay said committee the balance due them." 

1851, Apr. 7. "Voted that the assessors paint the Parsonage House thor- 
oughly and take so much of the rent as will be necessary to defray the expense. 
Voted that the assessors place blinds upon the Parsonage House at the expense 
of the Society." 

1852, March 4, ** Voted to get jthe Parsonage House insured." 
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receive a practice, precept or principle, merely because it is old, 
and the elders taught it. Equally far be it from us to reject a 
doctrine for the same reason. It is strange that any person of in- 
telligence can regard our ancestors as inferior men. They differed 
from us in many respects, as in turn their fathers differed from 
them. Evermore, each generation has its peculiarities. Some- 
thing — a great deal, is to be allowed to the age in which the fathers 
lived; but as individuals, they were men of ability, intelligence, 
scholarship, relatively greater than the men of the present. 
Spiritual ideas, habitual concourse with God and divine things, 
secures a culture which puts to shame all other culture. Macaulay 
in his Essay on Milton says of the Puritans, that the offensive and 
ridiculous parts of their character were on the surface, and there 
have ever been found attentive and malicious observers to point 
them out We need not copy their gloomy, fantastic asceticism, 
but the spirit of their religion was altogether admirable. In all that 
is best of us, we recognize the trace of the Pilgrim character ; in 
most that is evil, we note some departure from their example and 
precept The fact is, it has been so common to put black marks 
Upon our forefathers, that we have not yet done justice to those 
men. Let us get a more thorough understanding of the history of 
their times. Let us go into the subject and catch its inspiration 
more fully. Since through the lapse of time, we can now know so 
little of the men and the means incident to the early establishment 
of our Christian institutions, let what little can be known be care- 
fully gleaned and faithfully preserved. Let us teach the young who 
the fathers were, and in what splendid proportions these institutions 
of ours were furnished. The son or the daughter of Candia, na- 
tive or adopted, who would forget the sweet and sacred remem- 
brances of the past, — the church where first was heard from a be- 
loved pastor's lips the story of redeeming love, and perchance 
where youthful heart and voice joined in the melodious strains of 
sacred song; the Sabbath school with the oral instruction of a 
faithful teacher ; the district school where lessons of rule and rote 
were conned, with its tribulations and joys, its brawls and truces, 
its envies and loves of incipient manhood and womanhood ; the 
home of childhood within whose enclosure of sanctified, conjugal 
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love, parental counsels were received, and the prayers ''Our Father'* 
and ''Now I lay me down to sleep" were lisped in a mother's ear — 
the son or daughter slighting these reminiscences, casts away a 
treasure more precious than gold, and is proved unworthy of our 
ancestral record. So surely then does this celebration appeal to 
the noblest sentiments of piety and humanity in all our hearts. 
Yes, revered forefathers and founders of this church and town ! 
we will write on our memory your honored names ; and deep will 
we enshrine your heroic deeds in our inmost heart. On the fields 
which your toil first subdued, within homes of comfort and luxury 
which your enterprise won and bequeathed, amid schools which 
your foresight and sacrifice procured, in churches which your faith 
and suffering purchased for us, we cannot and we will not forget 
the men from whom our rich inheritance has descended. May the 
light which you enkindled here — the light of liberty, of learning 
and of religion, never go out. Let it be our first employment to 
fan, and our chief praise to transmit the heavenly flame. 

Again we are here most of all to take up the responsibility and 
the labor of carrying on the work the fathers so auspiciously began. 
We are here not only to cherish their memory, but especially to 
copy their piety, and emulate their zeal and singleness of purpose. 
Standing in the places consecrated by their toils, gazing on the firm, 
undaunted courage portrayed in their lives, we are here to prove 
there is as much religion now as there was a century ago. 

I venerate the Christian faith and heroic persistency of these 
founders of the church and the town. They were few in number 
and poor in worldly goods, but never few enough nor poor enough 
to live without the institutions of the gospel. In some way, at any 
cost, they would establish educational privileges, civil government 
and the church of Christ. Their courage was equal to their hard- 
ships ; their faith to the greatness of their endeavors. Such were the 
men, and such their companions — large-hearted, clear-sighted, of 
indomitable courage, full of God's peace in their souls, who in great 
measure decided the character of this church, and the welfare of 
the town. These devoted men are gone ; we occupy their places. 
They have rested from their labors ; we enter upon the unfinished 
work they bequeathed us. There is antagonism to the principles 
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and institutions of the Pilgrims still to be met with. Their and 
our Bible is in jeopardy, their and our schools are threatened, their 
and our republicanism is endangered. We are patriots and we will 
stand by these republican institutions ; we are Christians, and we 
will defend our Christianity. Without the Bible, the Sabbath, the 
sanctuary, and the ordinances of the church, man soon relapses 
into semi-barbarism. Were worldly considerations alone to be con- 
sulted, these institutions exert a most powerful benign agency in 
moulding society and ameliorating the condition of degenerate hu- 
manity. But far higher, holier and more ennobling than any mere 
temporal advantage, is the mission of the institutions we celebrate, 
and whose history is stamped with so many chapters of thrilling 
interest to all our hearts. For of all instrumentalities in this or 
any age, the church of Christ and its kindred agencies stands 
prominently, out on the world's canvas, and wields the most po- 
tent of all influences to mould the heart, shape the life, and fix the 
destiny. It is an organization whose myriad promptings for good 
will extend through the cycles of eternity. Its lines of incentive 
stretch out beyond mortal ken — observed only by the eye of the 
Omniscient. 

To understand the influence of this church, in anything like its 
full measure and meaning, we must see that influence in the spirit- 
ual history of its 670 members who, in themselves and their de- 
scendants, have impressed their lives on the world. The seed sown 
here, though sometimes long in germinating, has sprung up and 
borne fruit on this and other soil; some already matured and 
gathered by the Lord of the vineyard, while other is now ripening 
I for the harvest. The Lord of Hosts went forth with our fathers. 

It was His blessing which gave them and us all this prosperity. 
Now in view of what God has wrought for us as a church and so- 
ciety, in view of the prayers and hardships of the pious dead who 
bequeathed to us this goodly heritage, in view of a prosperous 
present and a hopeful future, we are called upon to keep inviolable 
the sacred charge committed to us, amid all the efforts that may 
be made to wrest it from our hands. There are monuments which 
sons may erect to their sires, more enduring than brass or marble. 
Be ours the ability and the will to enlarge and build upon the 
foundations laid by our ancestors. 
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'* Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live 
forever?" Near by are the graves of parents, lovers, and friends, 
around whom memory lingers with an earnestness of devotion none 
but bereaved, orphaned hearts can comprehend. The fathers die, 
and we die also. Another century and we shall be to the other 
generations as those who here first raised the gospel banner are to 
us. What record will the hundred years tell of us? Will our 
memory be as precious to the bearers of the gospel standard then, 
as is now to us the renown of these early warriors ? Will other 
generations have the assurance that we were not unworthy of a 
place with our predecessors on the pages of history? Will our 
names be had in everlasting remembrance? Thank God the church 
lives ; and the cause of education, truth, virtue, piety lives, and will 
live through the eternal years of God. 

''Your fathers, where are they?" Does the turf cover them? 
Are they not on high? Do not palms adorn [their hands, and 
crowns begird their brows? They still live and we live eternally. 

We are to-day compassed about with a great cloud of witnesses. 
Not the living only, but the spirits of the departed are looking 
down upon us. May we not believe that a Jewett, a Prince, a 
Remington, of dear and blessed memory, are interested in this 
gathering, and in the future welfare of this church? Most surely 
they are, as are all the pious dead of our number who sing in glory. 
''Wherefore let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." And 
when our individual work is done, our earthly pilgrimage accom- 
plished,' and our feet have pressed the portals of death, may the 
Great Shepherd who watches over all the flock, gather us — may 
Christ who loved the church and gave himself for it, receive us to 
a blissful reunion in His Heavenly Mansions, to go no more out 
forever. 
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